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JACK BINNS HONORED 


FIRST WIRELESS FIERO 


“C QD” SAVES 1600 LIVES 


* 1909, Binns received the first gold watch for wireless 
heroism at sea, the presentation made by Guglielmo Mar- 
coni hirmnseltl. 


“Now you Ore on cur port Dow". “You ere coming too 
close.” “Back away, or you will ram us." He succeed- 
ed eventually in bringing the Baltic directly alongside 
the stricken Republic, ttvis becoming the world's first 
“humen reader.” 


Great Moments in History 


cA Ithough he did not send the first call for help from 


a vessel in distress, Jack Binns was nevertheless 
the first widely acclaimed hero of the wireless key. 


Like other wireless operators of his day, Binns was paid 
one dollar a day for his services. Following the toss of 
the Republic he signed a contract to tour 6 vaudeville cir- 
buit across the nation so that he might relate his harrow- 
ing experiences to a startled audience. He could ill 
afford to pay his own expenses while on the road, so he 
accepted a small remuneration for his appearancs. For 
this action he was roundly criticized by the public at 
large, and his image as a national hero sufferred greatly. 
Soon it was necessary for him to abandon his tour. 


Tne Republic was taken in tow by the SS Furnessia, but 
she sank just south of Martha's Vineyard Island. 


On board the doomed Republic was Mr. Ingersoll, whose 
company made the then-farnous “one-dollar movernent"- 
the Ingersoll watch which millions carried with them in 

their vest pockets. Grateful for being rescued, Ingersoll 


Binns was aboard the White Star liner Hepublic when she 
came into collision with the italian steamer Florida about 
175 miles eest of the Ambrose Light ina thick fog at 

5:30 a.m., January 23 1909. The hull of the Republic 
wes cut down to the weter-line. Binns sent a distress 
signal ("CQ0") which was intercepted promptly by a 


stoetion at “iasconsetl. 


ship's crow. He wes responsible for the rescue of 761 passengers and 


crow members of the Ropublic, without loss of tife or 
eccidomt. it wes 6 noble accomplishment. But his 

apperance on the vaudeville stage cost hirn the loss of 
the image he so rightfully deserved. 


Binns gave 6 thwiiling eccount of the suspenseful mornent: 
in the bettered wireless cabin, the wells of which hed 
been splintered in the collision. He was able to send4 
total of 200 messages before his ship went down. 


The Florida had some 700 emigrants eboerd. They were 
panic-stricken, for they had only recently survived a 
teal earthquake in their homeland. 

- Six months after the sinking of the Republic another thrill 
ing rescue operation was made with the aid of wireless 
when the Slavonia ran ashore near Flores Island. Prompt 
action by the Slavonia's wireless operators resulted in 
the rescue of all on bowrd, The survivors were laken to 
Gibralter on the SS Princess Irene. - 30 - 


A tremendous ovation greeted Binns and others when the 
Baltic docked at the White Star Pier in New York harbor 
with the Republic survivors. Binns and Captain Sealby 


Binns was more then ever the hero hecause his wireless 
cabin had been durmaged severely in the collision, For- 
tunately, Ue aerial was undamaged, 4s wos his wireless 
equipment. Soon the ship's dynamo failed and the 
emergency batteries for the wireless were brought into 
Service. 


were carried on the shoulders of grateful crew members 


; 
i 
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! 
ordered medals struck for Binns and other heros of the } 
| 
of the deck and stewart's departments. On February 10 } 


Five vessels answered the Republic's distress call. The 
Baltic arrived first, tut in the thick fog she was unable 
lo see Ihe Republic. Gy the strength of the Baitic's 


wireless signals, Binns was able to direct the rescue ves- 
sel by issuing such orders as: “Now you are dead ahead 
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STORIES OF HISTORICAL INTEREST 


1. First Wireless Hero - Jack Binns 

4. The 360 degree compass 

8. Sinking of the SS Princess Sophia - 
Lou Barr. 

10. Early Day "NPG" -M.G. Abermathy 

24. Who should be honored ? H. J. Scott 

31. "China Clipper" Route - Almon A.Gray 


| EPISODES & EXPERIENCES 


3. The Master's Voice - Ero Erickson 
5. A Routine Watch - Dalt J. Bergstedt 
| 9. He sailed the 7C's - Ralph Hazleton 
| 12. Icebound, Siberian Arctic - R.Gleason 
| 14. At Sea w/MM Station-H.A.Maclaren 
21. Remember the SS Florize -R. Latimer 
27. "The Fledgling" - John L. Sykes 


QUARTERLY FEATURES (REGULAR) 


6/7 Member Pix; 13-Tales of the Wireless 
Pioneers; 16-Chapter News; 18- Net New 
22/23/30 New Members & T.A., 30 Silent 
Keys; 29- SOWP Bulletins; 32- The 
Skipper's Log. 


5.5. AP PUBLIC - MKC. This is a picture of the White Star Liner Nopublic labern om turemry 21st 1909 
twee days before she sailed for Gibraltar and Mediterranean ports from New Yrok 
Harbor with 761 passenger and rew members aboard. The Republic was rammed by the Htotian Steamship 
Florida with 700 emigrants aboard on Jan, 23 1909 and sank. = 1600 liven worm saved by Jack Binns, wire- 
less operator of the Republic who Mashed the "C Q 0" distress call which was picked up by Jack Irwin on 
duty at "SC" Siasconset, Mass. While the SS Florida made a lernporory rescue of the Republic's pass- 
s and crew, it became disabled and in danger of sinking, hence most were transferred to the s.S. 
Aaltic. Insert is of Jack Binns. See Page 2 for further details. Photo from H,E. Riesberg collection. 
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SPARKS JOURNAL QUARTERLY 


Published quarterly for our professional members 
with Issues scheduled for Spring, Summer, Fall 
and Winter by the Society of Wireless Pioneers, inc 
@ non-profit organization chartered as such under 
the laws of the State of Calif. Copies are fumisn- 
ed sustaining members of the Society who pay for 
same through dues. A limited number of publica- 
tions are mailed without cost to selected Technical 
Institutions, Colleges, Universities, Libraries, 
Museums and National Archives that have request- 
ed copies for reference or educational purposes. 


MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 530, Santa Rosa, 
" irect all inquiries and correspondence 

Including 'change~ of address' for expeditious 

attention and handling. 

EDITORIAL & OFFICE: 3366/15 Mendocino Ave. 

Santa Rosa, CA 95402 USA. Editor and Executive 

Director, Wm A. Breniman. Phone: 707/547-0898. 


or advertisements for its publications from the 
public. 


Every effort is made to assure the validity and au- 
thenticity of material published herein; However, 
the Society and its officers assume no responsi- 
bility for error. Manuscripts end articles publish- 
3d, express the opinion and views of the author 
ind do not necessarily agree with those of the 


Society or its officers. 


Second Class Postage paid at Santa Rosa, Calif.95402 
POSTMASTER: Plicase send form 3579 to Society of 
Wireless Pioneers, inc., P.O. Box 530, Santa Rosa, 
CA 95402. 

We will try to take reasoneble care with pictures, 

m/s. etc. (and like material) received. However, 

the Society and its officers will mot eccep! respon- 
sibility for any loss of such material. Those request- 
ing return of such materia! or making inquiry are | 


The Society does not solicit or accept subscriptions 
: 
| 


requested to include S.A.S.E. to cover return, or 
raniv. 
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PRESIDENT 
illiam A. Breniman 


Few men in history have experienced the sensation of becoming an "Instant Hero" such 
as befell Capt. Charles A. Lindbergh upon touching down at Le Bourget, Paris on May 
21st 1927. Marconiman Jack Binns of the White Star Liner Republic and Captain 
Sealby passed from obscurity to fame in a matter of a few days. They became known 
the world over for their skillful handling of a catastrophe which involved nearly 1600 
lives. The Italian Liner Florida knifed into the Republic and it was a miracle that 
Binns was not killed in the impact which ripped his wireless shack wide open. Winter 
on the North Atlantic is a rugged time of the year. With all light, power and heat cut 
off, Binns had to work under the most severe conditions to keep his straight gap on the 
air. He found his antenna still intact and with emergency batteries furnishing power, he 
found the set still operative. Jack Irwin, operator at old "SC" (Siasconsett, Mass. 
heard his call and took command of the airwaves, alerting all ships in the area. The 


VICE PRESIDENTS 


Judge James Harvey Brown - Senior 
Eben K. Cady - Finance & Audits 
John N. Elwood - Membership 
William C. Willmot - Chapters, P&R 
Col. Manuel Fernandez - Awards: 


SECRETARY 
rof. ert J. Scott 


TREASURER 
orin G. De Merritt 


1977-78 _ MNMaceoniman (Jack Binns. 


DIRECTORS dense fog of the area hampered rescue by the Baltic, La Touraine, Revenue Cutter Gresh- 
Arthur W. Filtness Vancouver, B.C. am, Anchor Liner Furnessia and several others which answered the call in the pea-soup 
eee feria . Ae ascters en fog. Exposed to the elements, Binns grew cold and numb at his key. The biting and 
Ralph is Saltenmn. * Glevalend, Ohie intense cold of January off Nantucket..in raw icy fog on a sinking ship was the sort of 
Col.Allen Bamabei Silver Spring, MD. operating position an operator would never forget ... nor did Binns. He knew that 1600 
Eerl W. Korf Lincroft, NJ or more lives depended upon him and the wireless. 
Gerald A. Whittaker Santa Rosa, Calif. 
The Story of Jack Binns was preserved for posterity in a wonderful book authoried by one 
of the Society's members - Cmdr. Karl H. W. Baarslag (175-SGP) who published ... 
AREA LIAISON & COORDINATION STAFF } "SOS TO THE RESCUE" back in 1935. The book has long since been out of print and 
Arthur W.. Filtness Paitin a real ‘collector's item! - However, we hope to bring several chapter of the book to° 
Garhal ta tlanen Novinvates Bursa you in coming editions of the SPARKS JOURNAL as Karl has given us permission. 
Edwin G. Raser N.E. USA Binns was a very modest man and tried to duck the attention and fame heaped upon him. 
Ero Erickson Great Lakes (USA) At one point he said ... "This hero business makes me kind of tired ! | only did what | 
Wm J. O'Brien Australia, So.Pac. should have done and what every other fellow would have done under the same circum- 
Dady S. Major India, SW Asia stances." He did yield to pressure of an agent and was on vaudeville for a brief time 
Karl H.W. Baarslag S.E. USA but disliked it intensely. 
Harry A. Maclaren Gulf Coast Jack was opphaned shortly after birth and was brought up by his grandmother. He left 
John nS Edwards England — school at age fourteen and worked for the Great Norhern Railway. Knocked down by an 
peice Betas R. ee engine, he spent six months in a hospital during which he studied telegraphy. In 1902 
V.H. "Eby" Conradt-Eberlin he went to work for the British Post Office and later joined the British Marconi Co., 
Pacific N.W. serving on the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse, Grosser Kurfuerst and in 1907 on the Bluecher. 
Following the Republic he served 2 years on the Adriatic leaving for a newspaper job in 
CHIEF OPERATOR New York. He died at age 74 in a New York hospital. He was not the first to senda 
Oscar T. Harrison WS5QKU, Spring, Texas { distress call but he eee first thrust with respnsibility of over a thousand lives. -30- 
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Radiotelegrapher Ist Closs 


For centuries, the Captain on 
the high seas has been the boss. 
He (and now, maybe, she) has 
been the absolute master and 
authority aboard, which includes 
power to perform marriages, 
and. the 


ability to throw you in the brig (in 
irons: the slammer"). It was so 
when vessels in Roman times 
were propelled by sweeps 
muscled by human power. 
Technically, it is still pretty much 
the same in nuclear-powered 
vessels plying the seven seas. The 


singular difference today is the 
presence of the Radio Operator, 
who is the link with the home 
office. 

The Captain can be counter- 
manded via radio, in whatever 
mode of transmission, be it code, 
voice AM or FM, or “side band" 
from the manually operated shore 
station, or recently initiated 
automatic contact by orbiting 
satellites. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission issues a personal 
radio operator's license, which 
attests to the holder's 
qualifications to operate code or 
radiotelephone equipment in 
compliance with rules and 
regulations. There are a_ half 
dozen classes of commercial 
licenses of the type you hold to 
at operating. 
Amateur and 
Station licenses are not inter- 
changeable. If you have one class 
of license, you can't cross over 
and use it improperly, elsewhere. 
The highest grade commercial 
license holder cannot operate a 
CB set which is unlicensed, just 
because he holds a document 
which takes study and practice to 
get. Conditions are changing in 
licensing structure, as witness 
the fact that the FCC at this time 
is reviewing the requirements 
and rewriting the proposed new 
rules. Hearings will be held in 
Washington, with interested 
parties being invited to comment. 

Admittedly, the current 
examinations are not up-to-date 
with the complex state of the art 
of radio because, for one, the 
transistor had not been invented 
when the Communications Act of 
1934 was passed into law. The 
certificate in the commercial 
category still refers to service 
endorsemgnis by “The Master of 


the Ship’. It’s a safe bet that 
some dry land radio operators 
have never seen a real seagoing 
ship, except perhaps on TV. 

When the Great Lakes water- 
way opened for “salties’’ (ships. 
from the salt water seas), they 
immediately became boats. Every 
vessel on the Great Lakes has by 
custom been called a “boat”. 
When they leave the fresh water, 
they become ships again. 

In the 1930's much of the 
equipment were spark trans- 
mitters, which (had they stayed 
around) could wipe out every 
television picture in town, when 
keyed. There still may be some 
spark rigs left as emergency 
stand-by back-ups on tramp 
steamers. When used, they 
covered the entire band and, in 
CB lingo, “bled over” into all 
frequencies. 

I recall sending to WNY, the 
New York harbor station, while 
approaching along the “Jersey” 
coast, only to have WSC 
(Tuckerton, NJ) break in with a 
booming ‘“‘QRT UR QRM is all the 
way down to 15 meters!" That 
signa! was like a shrieking police 
whistle and a command to knock 
it off. In kinder language, it said 
that I should cease transmitting 
because the interference was 
causing a lot of problems to the 
base station operator. He 


ERO ERICKSON 


The first practical application of 
radio was ship-to-shore com- 
munication. Shipboard radio 
operators were and still are called 
“sparks.”’ They got that nome 
because the first shipboard radio 
transmitters were ‘’spark”’ trans- 
mitters which have long been 
obsolete. A spark transmitter 
employs no tubes. The radio signal 
is generated by a high voltage 
spark across~a spark gap. This kind 
of signal can splatter over a very 
wide band of frequencies. In fact, 
when KFT, a public coast station in 
Everett, Washington, used its 
5000-watt Kilbourne & Clark spark 
transmitter to communicate with a 
ship, the entire AM broadcast 
band wos wiped out all over the 
city. In spite of its simplicity, but 
because of its interference- 
causing capability, the spork 
transmitter was bonned in the U. 
5. almost 40 years ago and 
replaced by transmitters using 
tubes. 

Large ocean-going ships still use 
radiotelegraphy to transmit and 
receive messages in International 
Morse Code. Most also have 
radiotelephone systems used 
mainly for utilizing High Seas 
Telephone Service. 


"Ero" has just rescued the ‘ship's cat’ 


Long ago, many of our radio 
pioneers including Ero Erickson, 
author of this article, went to sea 
as radio operators. It was a way to 
see the world as an “‘officer’’ and 
get paid for it. They also gathered 
valuable experience with radio 
communications. Unfortunately, 
opportunities to go to sea as a 
radio operator are now very 
limited. There are fewer U. S. 
ships and those radio operators 
thot ore available ore tightly 


sulpher during the early 1930's. "Ero" 
seems to be cashing in on the depression 
of 1929 with a cruise to the Carribean 
(and getting paid for it as "Sparks”) when 
others were jurnping off tall office build- 
ings or selling apples along State Street 
in Chicago for a nickle a throw. Ero says 
the emblem on the ship's stack was 4 
Red Devil with @ pitchfork, similar to the 
trade-mark for "Pluto Water", an urgent 
+++ If you recall. 


laxative 


My mouth began to taste like 
battery electrolyte because there 
were 250 volts of direct current in 

the earphone cords... . 


controlled. Those were the days, 
Good Buddy. Ero Erickson tells you 
a bit about his experiences as a 
‘Sparks’ in his own inimitable way. 


probably was on short wave 
copying some far away ship. 
Being a newcomer on the bulk 
freighter, ‘The Henry D."’, I was 
really rattled to have such big 
signal chase me off. I had visions 
of the FRC (the old Federal Radio 
Commission) yanking my license. 
The key became unmanageable 
like a slippery electric eel due to 
the big sweat. My mouth began to 
taste like battery electrolyte 
because there were 250 volts of 


{continued on page 21 |} 
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Copyright 1978 Publishing Industries Inc. Reprinted with 
permission from February 1978 issue of CB MAGAZINE. 
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"SIR, 
THE SCRAMBLED EGGS ON YOUR CAP." 


{ 
"Wootzie" from a very volatile Go' suns 
Mate. This wes aboerd KORM ~ a spark 
job sailing inter-coastal with lumber and 
/ 
‘ 
3 
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HE mariner’s com- 

pass in use daily; 

hourly, momentarily ; 

our constant compan- 
ion; most trusted friend, 
yet contrary contraption, 
though interesting scien- 
tifically and _ historically 
and quite a fine example 
of mechanical drawing, is 
not the most convenient, 
simple or safe instrument 
we might have. 

This is simply because 
we continue to use the 
marks and nomenclature 
adopted by the first mar- 
iners and geographers who 
applied the directive force 
of the lodestone to navi- 
gation. 

The earliest known ex- 
amples of naming differ- 
ent directions by the 
winds, was the Tower of 
the Winds, erected by An- 
dronicus Cyrrhestes in 100 
B. C. This was six sided, 
each face being dedicaed 
to the prevailing wind— 
Boreas, Apeliotes or Euros, 
Notos, Lips, Lephurus and 
Skiron. For several cen- 
turies following this char- 
tographers endeavored to 
give courses and bearings 
on their maps by indicating the winds likely to be en- 
countered, 

Then in 1297 the first pivoted compass was invented, 
It was a crude affair, with a magnetic needle floating 
on reeds on the surface of a basin of water. Tradition 
has it that very soon after this an unknown mariner 
of Amalfi put a Rosa Ventorum upon his needle and 
quickly following different wind roses were adopted 
for the sailor's guidance; they were taken from the 
charts and naturally varied from one country to an- 
other, according to the prevailing winds. Thus the 
Mediterranean sailors called the points Transmon- 
tainne (N.),Grec (N.E,), Levante (E.), Sirocco (S. E.), 
Midi (S.), Africo (S.W.), Ponente (W.), Maistre (N.W.). 
This is an eight point compass, a form easily arrived 
at by bisecting the circle. These eight points were 
again divided into halves and quarters, the points be- 
ing black, the halves green and the quarters red. 

Then the Romans went one better and devised a 
twelve point compass (on the sextantary principle) ; 
they called the points: 


printed book, 


the T denoting the N point. 


Septentric 2... N 
ROB rises pagrgse rece eneveqrevere NE 
Vulturnus ....... : ; EN 
OT) OX) a E 
GEORG ceiiwcoiessaesecgencsscatiscseccassacanss ES 
Euroauster ....... capnathn SE 
Auster 200.0000... ; swateeened Ss 
Austroafiricus ............cccceeeeeeeeeeecene es -) J 
FeO, ike a cnscccsmiopeseereereccene ’ Ws 
Zephyrus ........... savreubeyeadl Ww 
Chorus ....... wt ses sctmigse edi eAd WN 
Chet 8 ccc ceesics soststcssanssaccecast . NW 


Note the wind 


Chart of the Island of Patmos, sixteenth century. 
roses so that mariners could find it by the winds—which they knew. 
it was these that were later described on the compass cards. 


Tonente 


The earliest known professed picture of a compass in any 
From a woodcut in the Milan editicn of the 
Acerta of Cecco d'Ascoli, 1527, 
lacking in picturesque qualities, having no cherubs. feathers, or 
landscapes. The fleur-de-lis of our compass is said to come from 
It was not put uppermost, as. of 
course, the East was the most important point where the sun rose. 


In the early part of 
the sixteenth century the 
Flemish, who were by that 
time a powerful maritime 
nation, adopted the Frank- 
ish names of the winds, 
N., N.N.E., ete., on their 
compasses and this plan 
was yuickly followed by 
the Portuguese, Spanish, 

| British, and others. And 
there you have the com- 
pass marking now in use. 

Christopher Columbus is 
said to have used a six 
point compass, and that is 
the logical one to employ 
(if points are used at all), 
as all arcs are divided on 
the sextantary or the sex- 
agesimal plan, or with the 
numbers six of sixty as the 
factors. A minute of time 
has 6 X 10, or 60 seconds, 
an hour 60 minutes, or 
360 seconds, a day 6X4 
hours, and so forth. A cir- 
cle of the heavens, the 
earth, a compass or any- 
thing else has 6 X 6 X 10= 
360 degrees, but a point 
has 1114 degrees, and that 
is the awkward division 
we all too frequently use. 

True it is that we have 
advanced a step, so that 

quadrant is also divided into 90 degrees, and this we 
now use more often than the points. Though the car- 
dinal and quadrantal points should be retained to give 
a general idea of direction, such as “the Northern 
Hemisphere, a south-westerly wind” and so -f 
there is no good reason why we should not accept the 
hint given us by the modern chartographer and use 
only the 360 degree compass for all exact work. 

There is more confusion over East and West than 
anything else in navigation, North and South lending 
their quota to our tribulation, causing the loss of in- 
numerable miles and many ships. There are also more 
failures to obtain officers’ licenses in this and other 
countries through this same confusion than anything 
else. 

Take one of the simplest navigational problems—cor- 
recting a course for a day's work. You have to imagine 
yourself at the center of the compass looking in the 
direction of the course you are correcting. To turn the 
points into degrees, if the course is Northerly, reckon 
the number of points it is from North; if Southerly, 
reckon from the S. point, then on the compass card in 
line with the points you will find the corresponding de- 
grees. Supposing the course was S.W. by W. 44 W., it 
would be S. 5'4 points W., and on referring to the card 
(or multiplying by 11.25) we find that 5'y points is 
equal to 59° 3° 45". After allowing for leeway you 
have to put N. or S. before it and E. or W. after it. 
Then put down whether it is to the right or left of N. 
or S. as the case may be. To apply the deviation and 
variation you have to mark them R. if Easterly and 


L. if Westerly. Then if the error and the course are 


Our modern compass is sadly 


beth I or both Lo add them: but if one is KR. and the 
other L., subtract them. This is not the finish because 
if the course exceeds 0 it must be subtracted from 
180° and the front name reversed from N. to S. or 
vice Versa. If, in subtracting, the error is greater than 
the course, the vourse must be subtracted from the 
error and the end name E. or W. changed. 

Amplitudes have to be reckoned from the East or 
West then if both true and observed are North or 
Seuth they huve to be subtracted and vice versa; 
ayain if the true is to the right of observed the error 
is niuned Faust, or West if to the left. Nor are we yet 
finished, to yet the deviation, if error and variation 
have the same name subtract, if diferent add. Finally 
the deviation is the sume name as the error unless 
when the error has been sultracted from the variation, 
then if is named opposite. Quite a few mental gym- 
nastics here ayain. 

Azimuths are not quite so complicated, as here you 
reckon from the North or South, but you have to watch 
to subtract from 180° sumetimes, to bring true and ob- 
served into the same hemisphere, and you have similar 
F. and W., L. and’ R. + and —, rules to remember to 
obtain the error and deviation. Until the azimuth 
tables were altered, it would be necessary to make 
them conform to the 360° observation compass, but 
this would be a simple and obvious mental calculation. 

The chief point is that any bearing taken, or course 
required or steered would be to one degree and one 
only, instead of, say S. 17° W., you would have just 
197°, then to correct a course or observed bearing, 
Easterly error, deviation or variation would always be 
plus and Westerly minus; to shape a course the re- 
verse being the case, but there wow.d not be even this 
much thinking required because all varia'i n wad de- 
viation vould be just plus ermines, not E. or W. 

As things now stand, even when you have done all 
the work necessary to find a correct course, it is no 
difficult or unknown matter to pass it on to the helms- 
man or other officer or for them to receive it curelessiy 
and steer say S. 17° E. instead of S. 17° W.; in fact, 
I know of a ship which was wrecked on the Pacific 
Coust through just that mistake. Who was to blame 
no one knew, but the real fault lay in the archaic com- 
pass. I have seen four, more or less, similar mistakes, 
made by the most careful navigators in a two months’ 
voyage, luckily without serious consequences, except 
loss of mileage. , 

Our instrument makers will supply this form of 
compuss quickly enough when there is a demand for 
them, so it is up to every officer to think the matter 
out for himself und clamor until he gets them installed 
for his convenience and the safety of the ship. 

Meanwhile try converting all the bearings and 
courses to the 360° plan and applying all corrections 
straight round instead of having to back and fill. You 
will find it more certain and easy. 


Welcome Aboard ! 
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Membership in the Society is rapidly aoproaching the THREE 
THOUSAND mark. 
give thanks to all of those who are responsible for the wonder 
ful growth of the organization. 
who day in and day out promote the Society, John Elwood, 
Herb Scott, Bill Willmot and in earlier days Dick Johnstone 
Frank Geisel, Bob Schrader and many many more. Of course 
the Founder tried to do his bit too ! 
think it was OUR MEMBERS who spread the word, including 
of course our wonderful NET CHOPS and their assistants. 
The part played by CHAPTER DIRECTORS and their officials 
has also been invaluable. 


We would like to pause at this point and 


First, of course, are those 


PRIMARILY however we 


Many individual members have 


been outstanding recruiters and they are too numerous to men- 
tion here. 
officers and members. 

for your time and effort. 


We have a wonderful organization of dedicated 


Tranks to each and every one of you 
William A. Breniman - President. 
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It was sometime after midnight on Sept- 
ember 12, 1931, the United Fruit Comp- 
any ship SS SAN MATEO/KDBE was plowing 
southward on her normal run to Panama 
with intermediate stops in Central 
America, The night was clear and calm 
and promised nothing unusual, 


I was 2nd Radio Operator and was working 
the 8PM to 4AM watch, not because I was 
2nd but because every watch we worked 
was different from the last, working 8 
hours on and 8 hours off. Most of our 
traffic was handled on this watch as we 
had no high frequency transmitter. We 
did have a H.F. receiver with which we 
copied traffic blind. Anything: out- 
bound from the ship had to go on "I.F." 
transmitter and these were the long dis- 
tance propagation hours for this freq- 
uency. It promised to be the usual 
routine watch. 


We had to copy 2,000 words of press 
daily, among our other duties, and I 

was busy putting it down as it poured 
out on*hi-frequency’by "AD" at WNU. 

When the "silent period" came around he 
give the usual "BI3" and everybody re- 
laxed. Like every other operator in the 
fleet I automatically switched head- 
phones to "600 meters" and reached for a 
cigarette. This reverie was almost 
imnediately shattered by the loud voice 
of KSE announcing: § SS _ COLOMBIA 
AGROUND_ ON POINT TOSCA AND REQUESTS 
IMMEDIATE ASSISTANCE." I didn’ know 
where e place was but dutifully rushed 
up to the bridge with it. The Mate on 


watch said we were only about 50 miles 
from it and I better wake the Captain, 
which done I returned to the radioroom. 


In a matter of only a few minutes, I 
don't know how he did it so quickly, 
Captain Coburn rushed in with a message 
for the Captain of the Colombia which 
gane our estimated arrival time. 


600 meters was “closed down” so to speak 
a dead silence other than the occasional 
crash of static. I had'nt heard the 
original SOS and wondcred if I would 
even hear the Colombia if I called her. 
With the hundreds of ears tuned to that 
silence I felt like a soloist stepping 
out on stage at Carnegie Ilall for the 
first time! Our transmitter, an RCA ET- 
3626-B was still tuned up on 600 from 
last use so al) I had to do was punch 
the start button, switch to “ICW" and 
when the whine of the motor generator 


reached full pitch almost immediately 
— errr or! OO le 


“Ship and Sail 
by Pacific Mail"’ 


Go East or West by Sea 


Visit Mexico, Guatemala, Salvador, Panama Canal, Havana 


The now ile laxe passenger amd express freight service of the Macifie Mart 
Steamship Company between San Franciseu, bos Angeles and New York 
is a travel eqpurtuoity of neverending joterest amd delucht. 
Sightsceing steps at picturesque Manzanillo, Mexico: San Jose de Cuate 
mala; \cajutla and La Libertad. Salvader: Cristobal amd Balboa, Canal 
Zone; Mavana, Cuba (lasthomets: Baltenere aml Noefotk 


Next sailing from San Francisco March 15;; from Los 
Angeles March 17; from New York March 11, and 
about every 18 days thereafter. 


Miele American twin-escrew ships “Onlamhia” “Eeuwler” “Venezuela” 
aml “Santa Ana.” especially designed fer Togeecal service, De luxe suites 
Hlomedthke statersums, Electme fan tn every cabin, Deck sports, music, 
Swonming tank. Mere than 7a year” experience in ploastng passengers 
makes Pace Mail cuisine a delight. Fares. firstecles, $270 and $300 
Panama Service Sailings abowt every 22 dave hetween San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Mexico, Central .\merica and Canal Zone 
For complete infermation apply to nearest Maeiie Mail 
affice of te duy steamship tourist agent or rathrowl agent 


PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP CO. 


508 California St.. $03 So. Spring_St.. 10 Hanover Square. 
San Francisco, Cal, Los Angeles, Cal. New York 
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‘ Being off watch I could now roam the ship 
/ and it was not long after this that we 


By — Dalton J.Bergstedt 522-P 


I gingerly called the ship and hoped 

for the best. My fears were relieved 

as he instantly came back, not a strong 
Signal but easily workable. I gave him 
the Captains message which he acknowled- 
ged, then sat back comtemplating the 
blank vacuum of 600 meters, so unusual. 


In a few minutes the Colombia was back 
with traffic to relay to KSE, a message 
to the owners, plus several others which 
I passed to KSE. We then started to 
"sit it out" keeping in touch with each 
other at frequent intervals to be sure 
we had contact. The operator told me 
that they were listing heavily, that 
there was no power, he was on emergency 
bettery power and transmitter and all 
that were left on board were the Captain, 
Chief Engineer and the two Operators. 
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DALTON J. BERGSTED 


I don't know how long this went on but 
KSE and KOK as well as KIIl and KFS were 
getting anxious to start handling traffic 
again and KSEE asked me if they could re- 
sume. I consulted with the Colombia and 
we both decided we were in sufficient 
conmunications capability so gave the word 
and KSE quickly announced a traffic list, 
it was like life suddenly being born again 
the air became active again on the Pacific 
side and under it all the Atlantic boys, 
WAX,WSL,WCC, etc. could be faintly heard 
again. For us on the shipthere wasn't 
much to do but wait. 


However that didn't mean that there was no 
activity, the engine room had coaxed a 

few more RIM’s out of our triple expansion 
engine and we were most likely " hurtling" 
along at 14 or 15 knots. The Captain had 
alerted the Chief Steward to the situation 
and the whole stewards department were 
breaking food out of stores and getting 
ready to receive passengers, the galley 
was fired up and preparation for hot food 
was underway. 


Up to this time I had'nt even thought of 
calling Chief Operator Chris Haga, (where 
are you now Chris?) but when realization 
arrived and considering the situation that 
he is going to need all the sleep he can 
get and even if I was relieved sleep would 
be impossible. However it was not long 
after 4 AM when either the increased tempo 
of the engine or the built in mental tele- 
pathy took place and Chris was standing 

in the doorway between radioroom and sleep 
quarters in his pajamas and asked, "What 
in Hell is going on?' He was pretty dist- 
urbed when I explained the situation and 
had not called him earlier but by the time 
he was dressed I had the aroma of freshly 
brewed coffee floating in the radioroom 
and in this pleasant atmosphere, clutch- 
ing a mug of it in one hand and his 

first smoke in the other he was filled 

in on the details. 


a 


approached the area where our navigation 
said we should find the Colombia, it was 
still too dark to see a ship but we did 

see faint light flickering in the dis- 
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- on the Colombia stating that the ship 
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tance that turned out to be flashlights 
from lifeboats. Captain Coburn proceded 
cautiously to the nearest and it was just 
as the first faint traces of daylight 
were illuminating the blackness that we 
stopped engines and drifted in the dir- 
ection of the first lifeboat. It was 
filled with Chinese men, all fully dress- 
ed as if for the occasion at hand and in 
command of one of the officers of the 
Colombia. We threw a jacobs ladder over 
our port side and they came alongside. 
There was quite a swell running and as 
they came close their boat smashed 
against our steel hull so hard it could 
be felt up on deck. The first Chinese 
man to try to make the jacobs ladder, 

and safety, did not appreciate the cond- 
itions and made a wild leap, missing 

the ladder and fell in the water between 
the boat and our steel sides, he obvi- 
ously couldn't swim for if he did he 
would have dived under the small boat 

and come up on the other side, instead 

he just wildly flailed water as his com- 
rades attempted to pull him back into 

the boat. The next swell was attempt- 
ing to smash the boat against our sides 
as the previous one had done, but the 
officer in charge of the boat braced 
himself and with a long boathook against 
our side. The tong shaft bent as an 
archers bow as the force of the water 
tended to drive the boat against our ship 
but the mans strength and endurance held 
and the man struggling in the water was 
pulled safely into the boat. I doubt if 
this Chinese man ever knew that he owed 
his life to that Officer. 


The remaining men got aboard with no pro- 
blems, we took the lifefoat in tow and~ 
gently moved toward the next ones which 
were rowing in our direction by that time 
Instead of a jacobs ladder a gangway was 
lowered to the water on our starboard 
side and one of our crew was stationed at 
the bottom to assist each person out of 
their boat, hanging on with one hand and 
helping with the other. The youngest was 
a 3 month old baby which he grasped in 
both hands and carried up to our deck, 
the oldest was a lady of 70, all moved 
safely. The boat with the baby had had 
the company of a 15 foot shark all night 
and I swear as the baby was passed across 
the shark swam by looking up! 


We collected all of the passengers and 
crew from the boats, 234 of them with- 
out a single fatality or injury, string- 
ing each lifeboat behind as we emptied 
it, I don't know why but assumed our 
Captain intended to salvage them. 


About this time, Chris who was on watch 
got an urgent message from Captain Oaks 


was sliding off the reef and to please 
send aid quickly. Captain Coburn put our 
ship full speed ahead, abandoning the 
lifeboats and headed north. The life- 
boats had drifted south during the night 
to the area where we had picked them up. 


( CONTINUED ON PAGE 20 ) 
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HENRY W. DICKOW (L) S-SGP-3 
(SK) 4-17-71. Publisher "Radio" 


Wm.F."Bill" CHOAT 1490-SGP Left legacy of many years journalistic 
Aboard CGS ARCTIC/VDM at start work to the Society. 

of trip taking them to 680 miles of EARL WOHLER (Commodore) 4-SGP 
the North Pole. Quebec City 1924. Taken during visit of "Hank" to his 


home in Sebastopol. 


R.P."Phil" MIDDLEBROOK 1783-SGP 
"E xtra-curricular activity outside the 
radio shack on the SS W.M., Burton" 


RADIO GANG ON USS MARBLEHEAD/NGK, Feb. 16 1918 
L7R Standing: York, ‘Ooc"Berglund, Manning 

Middle row: Helwig, Stolberg, Hamilton 

Front: Eklund, Ralph Hazleton (11-SGP) Bennett. Picture 
was taken at "Cerros Island" 


"Jock" Maclaren 1111-SGP in radio shack 
aboard the Delta Mexico (1978). Sitar data 
terminal behind me, says Jock. 


HUGH H. McFARLANE (L) Operator on the SS 
Perry L. Smithers also Nushigak Cannery. At 
right pix operator bound for Naknek cannery. 


picture 


' 
| SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS 
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JAMES HARVEY BROWN Chief Radio Officer | 
of the SS Ecuador/WBN - Pacific Mail 1925. (Jim 


had reached the ripe old age of 19 years !!) 
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ARNOLD R. GILMORE 2776-V 
——————— ROBERT J. (Bob) FETZER 2674-V R/O in shack 


R/O on SS African Pilot circa SS CHINA BEAR circa 1966. The China Bear and 
1954, QRD US East Coast to Philippine Bear were best radio equipped ships, Par. 
West Africa. or freight ever built by US. Bill Nations of PFEL was 


responsible for fine gear. Note the large 1KW RCA 
ET-8063 SSB/CW Xmtr. ATTY is between the TIMES 
WX FAX Machine and MRT coke box. Antenna patch 
Jumpers 1st panel at corner left. RTTY TU is next and 
over to right above 3 Collins Revrs is the Times Facsimili 
converter. Below ATTY TU is Recr antenna patch board. 


SO YOU'RE ABERNATHY ! 
SO WHAT ? 
SO QUIT AIMING THAT CANNON AT ME ! 


GEORGE P. HONOLD W9SGI 883-SGP 
Cuyamel Fruit 1924, SS CUYAMAPA 
Call “VD" (of all things)! QRD NYC 
Cuba/Honduras/Nicaragua 


HARRY J. WALSH 2748-P 


Member Walsh sitting at operating position of the SS Western States - WTCA 
at Great Lakes Dossin Marine Museum, Belle Isle, Mich. Receiving equipment 
pictured: IP-501A; IP 503, plus 4" Speaker and W.E. 1912 headset. XMITG: 


SYONEY BALCOM at right and ET-8003 w/Control box, Battery Charging Panel etc. Harry sailed on the SS. 
Awd. "Tony" SPATAFORE 434-SGP(L) CONNEAUT/WADV from 1932-1940 on the Great Lakes. 


aboard the SS SONOMA/WHN 1917 
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ON BOARD THE SOPHIA 


ALASKA DivisiOm OF STATE 


eeaniae 


The Princess Sophia rests solidly aground on Vanderbilt Reef shortly before going to her doom with all 
343 people aboard. in October 1918. 


THE 
PRINCESS SOPHIA 


REVISITED 


he grounding of the Princess 
Sophia was of local interest in 


Juneau. On board was at least one 
town resident, and others were waiting 
to board to go south for the winter. But 
1918 was a troubled time, and even in 
Juneau the big headlines in the Alaska 
Daily Empire and the Daily Alaska 
Dispatch on October 24 concerned the 
war in Europe. Within 48 hours, 
however, the story of the Princess 
Sophia had for Alaskans temporarily 
eclipsed news of World War IL. The 
Sophia had sunk on Vanderbilt Reef 
and all 343 passengers and crew were 
lost. The tragedy took more lives than 
any other shipwreck ever has along the 
west coast of North America. 

Vanderbilt Reef is 30 miles northwest 
of Juneau in Lynn Canal, a long, deep 
waterway that forms the northernmost 
part of the Inside Passage between 
Seattle and Skagway. The canal is 
protected from oceanic conditions by 
the high mountains of the Chilkat 
Peninsula to the west, but autumn 
winds blowing down the north-south 
channel may hold steady at 30 to SO 
knots, with gusts to 70. The severity of 
the winds and of the seas that build as a 
consequence make the area one which 
must be approached with respect in the 
fall. 

The reef, although well marked today, 
was treacherous early in this century—a 
pinnacle jutting up in the middle of the 
canal, its top exposed at low tide but 
completely concealed at high water. 
Deep water runs to the reef's flanks on 
all sides. The night the Princess Sophia 
went aground, only an unlighted can 
buoy south of the pinnacle marked the 
reef. On a stormy night, before radar, 
the buoy might just as well not have 
existed for all the warning it could offer 
a vessel coming from the north. 

The Princess Sophia carried people 
and freight to and from Skagway at the 
head of Lynn Canal, starting point for 
the overland trip to Alaska's Interior 
and to Yukon Territory, A 245-foot 
vessel, the Sophia was built in Glasgow, 
Scotland, in 1912. On her fatal voyage 
southbound from Skagway, she carried 
268 passengers: 218 men, 33 women, 17 
children and a crew of 75. Among the 
passengers were gold miners, business- 
men, farmers and a number of officers 
and crewmen from steamers that plied 
the Yukon River, which had just frozen 
over for the winter. On board also were 
24 horses and 5 tons of freight. 
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Story by Nancy Barr 
ALASKA® magazine July 1976 


At 2:15 a.m. that Thursday, word was 
received in Juneau that the Princess 
Sophia had gone aground in a heavy 
snowstorm. Capt. J.P. Locke indicated 
in his wireless message that the vessel 
was not badly damaged and that 
everyone was safe. The ship was mot 
taking on water and the captain 
expected that she could be gotten off 
the reef at high tide that afternoon. 
Nevertheless, he requested that boats be 
sent to take off her passengers. Six 
boats were dispatched, and the ship's 
agent in Juneau wired for a replacement 
vessel to take the passengers south. The 
agent thought it likely that the Princess 
Alice would be sent. 

When the boats that had been 
dispatched to aid the Sophia arrived at 
Vanderbilt Reef, the snowstorm had 
moderated slightly. According to the 
U.S. Weather Bureau, the barometer 
rose steadily all that day. Thus it was 
reasonable for Captain Lécke to 
anticipate better weather. 

The wind was still too high to permit a 
close approach when the Estebeth 
arrived at the reef on Thursday 
morning at 10:20. Therefore, she tied 
up to the marker buoy about S00 feet 
south of the Sophia. A_ skiff was 
launched, but the wind was too strong 
and the oarsman had to turn back to 
the Estebeth. At 3:30 that afternoon, a 
lifeboat loaded with men was launched 
from the Sophia, and the Estebeth 
moved closer to meet it. However, the 
launch was called back. Captain Locke 
hailed the captain of the Estebeth and 
assured him that the Sophia was resting 
securely on the reef. He asked that the 
rescue boats stand by until the wind 
subsided. The Estebeth anchored about 
a 20-minute run away. During the 
night, other rescue boats departed or 
arrived; there were always lights of at 
least four visible near the Sophia. 

One of the boats to arrive that night 
was the lighthouse tender Cedar, which 
coincidentally had aboard her a new 
light buoy to replace the old unlighted 
can buoy marking Vanderbilt Reef. The 
Cedar arrived about 10:30 p.m., cruised 
in the vicinity of the Sophia for an hour, 
then left to anchor behind a nearby 
island. The captain of the Cedar 
learned by wireless of Captain Locke's 
confidence in his ship and of the 
concern for the safety of his passengers 
which had dissuaded him from trans- 
ferring them while the seas were heavy. 

The Cedar returned about daylight on 
Friday and cruised nearby until about 


Reprinted by permission from ALASKA MAGAZINE ( Issue of 
July 1976) through arrangements by Robert E. Brown -2403-M 


whose stories also appeer in this fine publication. 


His story 


on the "Breaking of the Chief Washakie" will appear In an early 


issue of the Journal, 


Thanks to Alaska Magazine, also to the 


Alaska Division on State Libraries and to Joe D0. Williamson 


(Marine Photo Shop 285 Shannon Orive SE, Winslow, WA for 


furnishing and permission to use photographs used.) 


Private A.W. McQueen, Signal 
Corps, used part of the time on 
Vanderbilt Reef to write his mother 
about his travels, perhaps the best 
portrayal of the Princess Sophia's last 
voyage. 


In the Lynn Canal off Skagway 
10-25-18 


Dear Mama: 

The man who wrote “On a Slow 
Train Through Arkansas” could write 
a true story of a “Slow Trip Through 
Alaska” if he had been with a party of 
a few soldiers. We were sure making a 
slow trip. We were on a government 
steamer from Fort Gibbon to White 
horse and had no pilot who knew the 
river, so had to tie up nights, and at 
that got stuck on six sand bars. We 
were 19 days on that 11-day trip up 
the Yukon. 

Then at Skagway the stampede of 
people out of the Interior had got 
ahead of us and we had to miss three 
boats and only got on this one by good 
luck. Now, this ship, the Princess 
Sophia, is on a rock and when we can 
get away is a question. 

It's storming now, about a 50-mile 
wind, and we can only see a couple of 
hundred yards on account of the snow 
and spray. At 3 a.m. yesterday she 
struck a rock submerged at high tide, 
and for a while there was some 
excitement, but no panic. Two women 
fainted and one of them got herself 
into a black evening dress and didn't 
worry over who saw her putting it on. 
Some of the men, too, kept life 
preservers on for an hour or so and 
seemed to think there was no chance 
for us. But we passed through the first 
real danger point at high tide at 6 
a.m., when it was thought she might 
pound her bottom out on the rocks and 


nothing he could do, the Cedar would 
depart for her anchorage because of the 
wind. Captain Locke replied that there 
was indeed nothing to be done, and if 
there were any need, he would call the 
Cedar. - 

Less than 3 hours later, at 4:50 p.m., 
the men of the Cedar heard the first 
SOS—a request that the Cedar come 
because “we are foundering.” The 
Cedar immediately headed for the reef 
but shortly returned to her anchorage. 
Her captain explained to those aboard 
the King and Winge, anchored nearby, 
that the snow was so thick and the 
storm so bad that he had been unable to 
find the Sophia and felt lucky to have 
gotten safely back to the lee of 
Benjamin Island. The radio operator on 
the Cedar maintained contact. The last 
message came at 5:20: "For God's sake, 
come! We are sinking!" 


everybody settled down to wait for 
help. We had three tugboats here in 
the afternoon, but the weather was 
too rough to transfer any passengers. 
The most critical time, nobody but the 
ship's officers, we soldiers and a few 
sailors amongst the crew and passen- 
gers were of it, was at low tide at 
noon when the captain and chief 
officer fi she was caught on the 
star bow and would hang there 


while she settled on the port side and 
astern. They were afraid she would 
turn turtle, but the bow pounded 
around and slipped until she settled 
into a groove, well supported forward 


on both sides. The wind and the sea 
from behind pounded and pushed her 
until she is now, 30 hours . on the 
rock clear back to the middle and we 
can't get off. 

She is a double-bottom boat and her 
inner hull is not penetrated, so here 
we stick. She pounds some on a rising 
tide and it is slow writing, but our only 
inconvenience is, so far, lack of water. 
The main steam pipe got twisted off 
and we were without lights last night, 
and have run out of soft sugar. But the 
pipe is fixed so we are getting heat 
and lights now, and we still have lump 
sugar and water for drinking. 

A lighthouse tender, big enough to 
hold all the 400 passengers, and one 
big launch are standing by. And as 
this storm quits we will be taken off 
and make another lap to Juneau. I 
suppose after 3 or 4 days there, we can 
go to Seattle, after I reckon we will be 
quarantined, as there are six cases of 
influenza aboard. The decks are all icy, 
and this wreck has all the marks of a 
movie stage setting. All we lack is the 
hero and the vampire. I am going to 


quit, and see if I can rustle a bucket 
and a line to get some sea water to 
wash in. We are mighty lucky we were 
not all buried in the sea water. 


Lovingly, Auris 


2 p.m. At that time, her captain wired 
the Sophia saying that if there were 


The weather remained severe through 
the night, forcing the rescue vessels to 
remain at anchor. By dawn both the 
Cedar and the King and Winge were 
under way, but they made slow progress 
because of -heavy headwinds. What 
daylight revealed left bath crews 
dumifounded. The Cedar's radio opera- 
tor sent the message to Juneau: “Driven 
over reef during the night. Only masts 
showing. No survivors. Will cruise Lynn 
Canal to leeward. ... King and Winge 
assisting.” 

All boats in the area cruised the 
waters and searched nearby beaches for 
possible survivors. None were found. 

In the week that followed, nearly 200 
bodies were recovered along Lynn 
Canal. Some had been carried as much 
as 30 miles south. The Princess Alicé 
fulfilled her mission, but in sorrow. 


Coastal Liner "PRINCESS SOPHIA" of the Canadian Pacific R.R. Fleet, 
circa 1916 in requiar serSice along the Canrd an-Alaskan ports. Call was 


VFI. 


SOS brought 3 ships but Captain refused help, believing Company 


ship Princess Alice would soon arrive and remove everyone, saving the 


tine much expense in hotel bills and other costs. 


However, ship slipped 


off the reef during the night taking 398 to their death in the cold cruel 


waters of the Lynn Canal. 


Like the Titanic however, the sinking of the 


Princess Sophia brought action in providing navistional aids, buoys, bea- 


cons and lights that shipping interests had sought for years. 


We do not 


have the name of the valiant radio operator of "VFI" who stuck to his key 
through the terrible ordeal, bringing help which due to increasing wind 
and waves. nrevented the resciie of all hands. 
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A talk with a man who 
sailed the seven seas 


by Carmel Finley 


“We shipped out of Hong Kong with a 
cargo of rice for Cuba..." 
“Five of us went ashore in Guay- 


"T'd had the ‘flu’ coming out of 
Bangkok and when we put in at Yoka- 
hama..." 

Talk with a man who has worked on 
the sea flows like that, names and 
places and more names, boats that are 
no longer and a world that in some ways 
exists no more. 

Ralph Hazleton went to sea in 1917 
and again in 1967, both times as a radio 
man-or ‘Sparks,’ as radiomen are 
called. In between he learned to fly 
was an air traffic controller, lived all 
over the United States and retired to 
Lincoln City. From an upstairs window 
on his Ebb Street home, he looks out 
over the sea and whiles away some of 
the hours with his ham radio set, per- 
haps in much the same way he first 
started experimenting with radios 
when he was 12 years old. 

He'll be 80 in April and radios have 
changed a lot. 


hunt deer. 

"They issued us some rifles and we 
walked and walked and walked; didn’t 
see anything alive. We ran out of water 
and headed for this farm when we 
heard this guy yelling a us—he was a 
Mexican army officer and he had a 
Mauser trained on us. 

“He teld us to lay down our arms but 
we couldn't understand him—we finally 
got the message and tried to tell him we 
just wanted some water. But he insisted 
on taking us to the commandant and 
they locked us up for a week." 

At the time Mexico was a neutral 
country and Hazleton and his party 
were violating that neutrality because 
they were armed. 


“The captain moved the ship into the 
harbor at Guaymos and he’d come 
ashore every day to talk to the com- 
mandant. They finally let us go and we 
took off for Peru." 

He left the Navy in 1919 and shipped 
out of Portland on small freighters 
making coastal runs. ''We carried ev- 
arene areata cargo, lumber, grain, 


‘When I told the captain it had been 35 years 


since I was on a ship. I thought 


he was going to go nuts.” 


Hazleton was 17 when he joined the 
Naval Militia es a professional radio 
operator, When the United States en- 
tered World War I in 1917, he was 
mustered into the navy. He spent the 
first five months on the USS Oregon 
battleship and finished the war on the 
USS Marblehead. 

“T was radio man on the Marblehead 
and we were cruising south-Mexico, 
Central America—looking for German 
raiders. If We challenged a ship and she 
didn” stop, we'd fire a shot with an 
eight-inch cannon, mounted on the 
deck,"’ Hazleton recalled. 

“We'd been down there three months 
and it was hotter than heck and every- 
body was tired, so we put in at Guay- 
mos, in Mexico, east of La Paz on the 
mainiand, Five of us went ashore to 


He made some longer voyages as well 
and one he remembers was to Cork 
Island, part of Ireland. 

“The Lrish were fighting a war of 
independence. The island was under 
marshall law and British patrols were 
in the streets every night. We were at a 
pub at the head of the dock and heading 
back to the ship when the third assis- 
tant engineer was shot in the chest. 

“Everybody was frightened to death 
to leave the ship. We got out a bottle af 
whiskey and poured that into him until 
he couldn't feel the pain, but it was 
daylight before we dared to go out fora 
doctor." 

He kept sailing until 1931, when he 
married his wife, Dana, in Portland. 
The Depression was coming, wages 
were low and he applied for a civil ser- 


vice job with the aeronautics admini- 
stration. The job took him all over the 
western states and he raised three 
children. He was in Idaho when he got 
his private pilot's license at the age of 


“In 1955 Dana said, ‘Let's go to Alas- 
ka.' I was against it at first but I kept 
thinking about it, so I applied to go I 
wanted isolation, no city duty. 

“They sent me to Moses Point, that’s 


by Nome, near Siberia. Then I went to 
Nenarma, that's near Fairbanks. I was 
sation manager and I retired out of 
Alaska. That was 15 years ago." 

Retirement didn't last very long. In 
1967 the U.S. was becoming embroiled 
in the Vietnam war, 

“It reached the point where the U.S. 
could not sail cargo ships because of a 
lack of radio operators. The ships were 
tied to the docks. So I called the radio 
officers’ union in Oakland and told 


them I used to have a commercial 
license." 


The union told him to get the license 
renewed, got his security clearance 
from the Coast Guard and told him his 
ship would be leaving Charleston, S.C. 
in 24 hours’ time. 


“T was a retread—that’s what they 
called us,"’ Hazleton said. ‘They hired 
us because there was nobody else. I 
made five trips." 


“Sparks” 


amateur radio ..K7AG, 
Finley for a deliahtful artic! 


Sepcinted by permission af Ihe News Guard, Lincoln 
City, Oregon in a beautiful setting on the Coast. Our 
member Ralph (41-SGP) boarded the USS Marble- 

head/NGK as his first assignment in 1915. He is one 
of the Society's earliest Charter Members. 
Thanks to author Carmel 


Ralph Hazleton spends part of each day with his radias, talking to friends 
all over the world. He has been interested in radios since he was a child. 
(Staff photo) 


Call via 


e. 


He was nearly 70. 

“I hadn't been on a ship in 35 years. I 
was praying someone would be there to 
give me some pointers-radios didn’t 
even have tubes when I left and there 
was all this stuff like VHF's—but he (the 
radio operator) left the ship the minute 


THE PRINCESS SOPHIA 
REVISITED 
Continued from page % 


There was some evidence of what had 
happened. The rocks on which the 
Sophia had rested were worn “smooth 
as a silver dollar” and were white from 
being ground under the keel. Several 
steel plates from the ship's bow were 
found curled up and lying on the reef. It 
was believed that the wind quartering 
on the ship's stern had swung her 
around slowly, her bow being the 
pivotal point. In time. the bow swung 
free of the rocks, and the vessel 
probably sank as water rushed into 
holes that had been torn in the forward 
section. An extensive oil slick was 
further testimony to the breaking up of 
the ship, for her oil supply was carried 
between her two hulls. At the time, 
some observers theorized that the 
inrush of cold water might have caused 
the ship's boiler to explode, thus 
rupturing airtight tanks that would 
otherwise have kept her floating. 

It was apparent that there was some 
warning. Most, if not all, of the bodies 
recovered were fully dressed and wore 
coats or other heavy outer garments. 
Many also wore life preservers. People 
had gathered their valuables—jewelry, 
money, personal papers. Life rafts had 
been launched, but there was no way to 
survive the wild storm conditions and 
icy water. 

Within a week, a salvage vessel, the 
Salvor Tee, was at the scene. Explora- 
tion led her officers to believe that the 
Sophia was “hopeless junk" and not 
worth trying to reclaim. Salvage 
operations were limited to an attempt to 
recover any remaining bodies and the 
valuables from the purser’s office. 
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From time to time, Juneau divers 
revisit the Sophia. They have recovered 
interesting reminders of her time, 
including glass light shades, poker 
chips. medicine bottles. snuff bottles 
and chamber pots. Pieces of harness 
and horse bones have survived the 
sears, One of the more intriguing 
articles is a door Jock with part of the 
wooden door still attached. Wood in 
salt water usually has a short life 
because of marine borers. Whether 
protected by oil from the lock or from 
hundreds of hands, the part of the door 
by the lock survived. In the lock is a 
key, and above the lock the scar where 
the plate bearing the stateroom number 
must have been. 

Exploring deeper into the wreckage 
recently, a diver recovered part of a 
human skull and three oil running 
lights. The lights are about 20 inches 
high and are similar to those still 
carried as emergency lamps on many 
vessels, except for the words etched on 
the chimneys: “Made in Prussia.” 

A fine summer day's fishing not long 
ago reminded one diver and photog- 
rapher of the Sophia's existence. Bill 
Heard and his son Mike had been 
trolling in the area and had noticed that 
at one spot they consistently cither 
caught rockfish or snagged their lines. 
On one pass, Mike's gear required a 
good bit of tugging before coming free. 
When he reeled in. his bait was gone, 
but in its place was one of the large 
white sea anemones common off 
Southeastern Alaska. He removed it 
from the hook and let it drop inte the 
boat, Later, Bill found flakes of paint 
and rust on the hase of the anemone 
and suspected immediately that it had 
been plucked from the wreckage of the 
Sophia. Two years passed before he was 
finally able to return, bringing with him 
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tive other divers cager to reacn tne 
sunken ship, What they found bore 
little resemblance to the vessel that had 
foundered $3 vyeurs earlier. 

The Sophia is a jagged, white mound 
on the bottom. Virtually no part has 
escaped the attachment of the large sea 
anemone. Metridium senile. The effect 
is eerie —thousands of white anemones 
slowly and silently extending then 
contracting their tentacles, sweeping 
the water for the tiny bits of food on 
which they live. 

Because of the dense covering of 
anemones and the broken and twisted 
condition of the hulk, the lines of the 
ship are so indistinct that it was only 
after many trips to the reef that Bill and 
the other divers agreed on what they 
were seeing. The Suphia lies on her side, 
yradually settling into the bottom, with 
her bow in about 60 feet of water and 
her stern at about 100 feet. Hull plates 
lie twisted and broken, pieces of her 
masts and superstructure are strewn 
about, there are gaping holes in her 
sides—all testimony to her last violent 
moments and years of slow decay. = 


they dropped shore and I was on my 


own. 
“When I told the captain it had been 
35 years since I was ona ship, I thought 
he was going to go nuts." 
It wae his second trip that he had 
‘flu. 


“I'd had the ‘flu coming out of 
Bangkok and when we put in at Yoka- 
hama I told the captain I had to see a 
doctor. He said not to worry and he 
wouldn’t let me go ashore. We left for 
San Francisco the next day, a nonstop 
trip, and I stayed in bed. 

“The captain began to get worried 
and finally he said, ‘‘Sparks, can you 
send a couple of messages for me? I'm 
going to turn around and take you back 
to Japan.” 

He was the only English-speaking 
person in the hospital. 

“The Japanese nurses were in and 
out with English dictionaries all day. 
They'd come in at lunch and sit on the 
bed and talk English and try to teach 
me Japanese.” 


“They hired us because 


there was nobody else." 


His last ship left Portland with a load 
of wheat, bound for India. The ship re- 
fueled in Durban, South Africa and set 
off for Texas. 

‘Texas was the end of the voyage, so 
I'd made it around the world,” Hazleton 
said. “Then I decided to quit for good- 
but you know, the money was fabulous 
and those salaries are killing the mer- 
chant marine.” 

He confines his ship activity these 
days to going out on charter boats after 
salmon 


“And I do a lot of beachcombing. I 
listen to the ham set every day and keep 
in touch with some other guys my age. 
I'll be 80 in April but I haven't got any 
stiff joints.” 
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NPG SOME HISTORICAL PICTURES 


OF THE LEGENDARY STATION BY THE GOLDEN GATE 


we te en = 


From the Collection of 


Marlo G. ‘AB’ Abernathy 1610-SGP 


(A) Yerba Buena Island (Goat Hill) in San Francisco Bay. 
View East from S.F. Ferry Building Tower. Island had light 
house in white area at south end to guide boats clear, in 
Frisco's fog. M.G. Abemathy Photo Collection. 


(B) U.S. NAVY STATION "NPG" 
Barrage loop antennas, beamed on the "Great Circle Route" 
to NPM and NPO. 


(C) Buildings from L to R: 
Telephone receiver/transmitter; Shortwave transmitter; 
RDF building. 


(D)Area at lower left edge is now the east mouth of the 
Bay Bridge Tunnel, was a tent area but later converted to 
'Grinder' (Drill Field). Tower in dead center was atop the 
barracks building - used as signal tower. Telephoto from 
East hilltop. 


(E) Barracks and mess hal! on left. Center building, 
Offices of OIC, District R/O, Pacific Comm. Offr., 

Work shops, Officer's rec. and sleep rooms. RIGHT HAND 
building, main operating area (penthouse shields Kolster 
RDF antenna mechanism re-wound for use with barrage 
antennas. 


(F) View from Ferry Building via 8 Diopter telephoto lens. 
Tents on hillside were part of 'boot camp' for sick, lame 

or lazy or contagious. Streak up center of island is Com- 
munication and 12 KV power cables. 
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NPG— SAN FRANCISCO 


(G) GOAT ISLAND, view to west from East Hill. Radio 
station crowns high spot. A road led downhill! to the north 
(behind the hill) coming out near Comdt's house at right 
border. Building area and tents half-way down hill was the 
quarantine training area. The present tunnel comes through 
halfway between the two large buildings of the quarantine 
area (where the grinder was). The close area was the hold- 
ing camp for trained men awaiting transfer to ships and to 
schools ( This training station was abandoned on 23 June 
1923 -- everything moved to San Diego. 


(H) BOOTH "C". Used mostly on NPL and NPC circuits. 
(No Baldwin phones (cans) for this Op. 


(1) RECEIVING BOOTH #6.SE 143 Receiver, Detector box 
and 2-stage AF amplifier. Good old #5 Underwood and TWO 
pairs of Baldwin mica-deaphragm headphones ! (Operator 
apparently rich enough to afford two Baldwins, but not back 
on his chair). 


(J-K) TELEGRAPHONE RECEIVER for copying NPO or 
NPM at high speed during clear air and transcribing during 
bad periods at lower speed. Condenser and loops on top of 
SE 143 plus coils in spare SE 143 are used to load the rec- 
eiver with the detector box and audio box down to NPO and 
NSS VLF arcs. Signals from this 'contraption' were 
fed to the magnetizing coils in the heads of the Poulsen 
wire recorders (K). One could be recording and the other 
playing back a pre-recorded wire. The fine wire was not 
only pulled across onto a reel, it was also pushed off the 
blank reel -- if the wire broke one had wire by the mile all 
over the place. Thus the double-screen covered switch 
bank was for protection. 


(L) SHORT WAVE TRANSMITTER unit installed at a very 
early date. How short and for what service Mr. Abernathy 
does not have the record. He suggests that perhaps some 
old NPG "Spark-Gapper" might come up with the details 

on this piece of Navy Gear ? 

30 


Thanks to 'AB' Abernathy for all these fine pictures of early 
day "NPG". We have more and hope to bring them in 
future issues of the JOURNAL 


faye BC, 
mets TOC Wiser kt 
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And then there were tne Exximos wind 
other natives who helped the Nanuk’s crew 
through the hard winter. 

Even if they had little to eat themselves, 
Gleason said, they would share what they 
had with you. Often, pilots om their way to 
the Nanuk were forced to land before 
reachirg the ship and had to spend the 
night in native h-uses. 


“You could depend on them,” Gleason 
sald, 


Icebound 


sIDERIAN 
ARCTIC 


Aad in the cold wastes of the arctic, 
that’s Important. 


The following story of Robert J. Gleeson's 
sdventures eboerd the Fur Trading Schooner 
“Nunuk" in the Arctic Ocean off the Coast of 
Siberie during the winter of 1929-30 is one we 
thought our members would enjoy 68 he hes 
cought the sasence of cur member's book and 
hes recorded the unrelenting drama of the 
Sturdy ship's battle agsinat the ice and frigid 
westher ine most interesting manner. Thanks 
the Torn Coakley, ateff writer and to the 
Annapolis Evening Capital which printed the 
Story on Feb. 6 1978 for permission to re- 
print. We hope you enjoy it. wae. 


ket crash, the plight of the emeil trading schooner 
Nenuk, icebound in an ice-pack off the Siberian 
Coast In the Arctic and the search for ploneer 
aviator pilot Cari Ben Elelson vied for spece on 
the front page of the New York Times and other 
papers throughout the world. Our member, "Bob" 
Gleeson, aboard the Nanuk, Cell WKOB kept the 


tt A i i 


UEP LUNCL AGL OL OL OV OLy Pies JEU 


In the winter of 1929-30, as their ship lay 
jocked in the desolate icepack of the 
Siberian arctic, Robert Gleason and his 
crewmates onboard the motorized, fur 
schooner Naouk ate reindeer— 22 in nine 


months. 

Gleason, an Annapolis resident, sald 
last week that the owner of the Nanuk, Olaf 
Swenson, had made sure the ship was well 
stecked with canned goods, dried fruit, 
tea, jams, and other provisions. 


And, members of the crew were able to 
kill 153 ducks to feed themselves and their 
dogs before ice surrounded the Nanuk on 
Oct. 8, 1929. 

But for most of their frigid adventure 
near the top of the world, which ended 
when the ice thawed in early July, the 
crew of the Nanuk feasted on reindeer as 
their only fresh meat. 

“We thought it was wonderful,” 
Gleason, T1,. retired executive vice 
president of ARINC. said 

He has written a book on the adventure: 
“Icebound in the Siberian arctic," 
published by Alaska Northwest Publishing 
Company of Anchorage, Alaska. 

“We got it (the reindeer) from the deer 
natives back in the hills,” Gleason 
recalled, “about 40 miles back. They had 
reindeer in herds and they used the them for 
food and clothing ... just like cattle.” 

Gleason had just finished his junigr year 
at the University of Washington in + 
1929 when he signed on as a crew member 
of the Nanuk out of his native Seattle. He 
had planned on the trip being a summer 


job. 

“T expected tb be back (for the Oct. } 
start of school) for sure," Gleason said. 

But the summer job turned into a nine 
month, icebound adventure off the coast of 
North Cape, or Mys Shmidta, in the Arctic 
Ocean. 

Fearless aviators from the United 
States, Canada and the Soviet Union 
braved arctic storms to aid the ice-locked 
Nanuk and a Russian ship, Stavropol, held 
tight in the ice nearby. 

Some flew hundreds of miles through the 
arctic cold in open cockpit planes, Gleason 
said. They had to heat their engines with 
plumbers’ stoves before taking off on the 
snow-covered ice around the Nanuk. 

Two men, the famous arctic pilot Carl 
Ben Ejelson and his mechanic Earl 
Borland, died when their plane crashed en 
route to the fur schooner. 

And the plight of the Nanuk made news 
back home, Gleason said, as Swenson and 


his 17-year-old daughter, Marion, kept the 
Associated Press up to date on the ship's 
adventure. 

According to Gleason, the Nanuk and its 
crew of 13 were in the arctic on business. 

Swenson had a contract with the Soviet 
government to supply settlements in 
Siberia in return for furs. 

“Swenson had been determined to 
deliver supplies to Nizhnekolymsk," 
Gleason recalled. The Siberian town is 
west of North Cape on the Kolyma River. 

The Nanuk's owner made it to the 
Siberian settlement and had stopped at 
several other places before heading back 
home. 

“We were on our way out,”’ Gleason 
said. ‘He had completed his work, except 
he had furs on board ... $1.5 million 
worth." 

The furs were among the motivations for 
the intensive attempts to reach the Naunk 
once it was frozen in. 

As the Great Depression engulfed the 
country in 1929, the price of furs and most 
other goods plummeted, and Swenson 
probably had to sell his load of luxury at 
less than it was worth before the icebound 
adventure, Gleason said. 
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Prete by Seer yl OY Game 


ROBERT GLEASON discusses his experiences of nearly o half century age’ when he 


was kebound on the Siberian arctic. 


According to Gleason, Swenson’s am- 
bition wasn’t the only reason the Nanuk 
became trapped. ‘You could reasonably 
expect the ice to stay open longer,”’ the 
retired ARINC executive said. 


Before the ice imprisoned the Nanuk, 
the crew had tried tirelessly to sail out of 
the arctic through “leads” in the icepack— 
channels of ocean water caused as shifting 
winds split the rafting ice, 

But always the leads would close. “When 
a lead is open and it comes together,” 
Gleason said, ‘it's quite a sensation. And 
to be negr it and see it coming up is 
something else again," 

Swenson was an experienced in the 
arctic, a to Gleason, and when it 
seemed evident that the ship would have to 
winter in the ice, he made sure it had the 
safest haven possible. 

The wooden craft was anchored in a bay 


with the 600-foot high cliff af North Cape a. 


quarter-mile to the northeast. 

“We were very fortunate,"” Gleason 
said. ‘We got into the bay and inside the 
grounded ice." 

The grounded ice, attached to the ocean 
floor, acted as a protective wall for the 
Nanuk against the crushing force of the 
shifting ice pack, Gleason said. 

The Russian vessel was outside the 
grounded ice, according to the author, and 
as the ice pack shifted, the steel ship came 
very close to being crushed by it several 
times during the long ordeal. 


According to Gleason, the arctic ice 
would range from 2 two-to-three-inch thick 
newly formed glaze to 30-or-40-foot 
mountains that were even bigger below the 
water's surface. 


The cliff at North Cape helped to protect 
the ship's crew against the strong winds 
that blew out of the northwest. But blasts 
of 40, 50 or 60 miles per hour still raked 
across the deck of the Nanuk from bow to 
stern, and temperatures plunged to 40 
degrees below zero and lower. 

“You get 40 below and a 40-mile-per- 
hour wind and you can't go out im that," 
Gleason said. 

“lL used to go up to North Cape every day 
in the spring,” Gleason recalled. “A 
couple of times it got pretty rough and I 
froze my cheeks and my nose... but that 
was just by being careless," 

Generally, Gleason and his fellow crew 
members were were warm inside woolen 
underwear, covered by reindeer skin 
parkas and seal skin pants. To keep his 
feet protected from the cold and the ice, 
Gleason put on three pairs of socks and 
native-made mukluks with reindeer skin 
tops and seal skin bottoms. 

The men also had reindeer skin caps and 
mitts. 

“Then when it snowed you'd wear a 
(canvas) drill parka,” Gleason said. 
“You'd wear that over your fur to keep the 
snow out."’ 

The ship's’ coal-burning stoves were 
converted to small, makeshift oil burners 
in which diesel fuel was dripped over 
hot rocks. As is usually the case with 
stoves, the heat was fine, Gleason said, 
unless the fire went out. 

Gleason had spent three previous 
summers as a radio operator in Alaska 
and onboard the Nanuk he worked the 
radio key with information for the pilots, 
the press and others curious about the 
condition of the schooner and its crew. He 
also received news from back home and 
put out a small newsletter for the crew. 
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“Tt wasn’t actually boring fer me at all,”’ 
Gleason said, “up until the time the 
aviation actually ceased." 

Planes landed and took off frdm theice 
near the Nanuk throughout the winter and 
into the spring. 

First the pilots came to aid the crew of 
the ice-locked ship. Then, they were there 
to search for Eielson and Borland who 
crashed in November but were not found 
until mid-February. 


The last plane left May 10, however, and, 


from then until July, time moved slowly 
for the Nanuk's crew, cut down to six, 
since Swenson, Marion and five others had 
been flown out, Gleason said. 


The “cabin fever” or restlessness of 
those final months was the worst part of 
the arctic experience for Gleason. Also, it 
was during the nine-month arctic ordeal 
that Gleason learned of his father’s un- 
timely death. 


The finest memories of his nine months 
in the Siberian arctic are the people 

“The aviators... the mechanics... coping 
with no hangars... nothing, and doing as 
much as they could. I have nothing but 
admiration for them,” be said. 


ROBERT J. GLEASON 642-P 
During the winter of 1929, news of the Stock Mar- 


outside informed and beceme known es 8 ploneer- 
Ing expert in the fleld of cornmunications. The 
cruise of the Nenuk lsuched hirn on a career in 
®vistion as & short time tater he wes responsible 
for constructing and opersting the first airline radio 
system in Alesks. In 1934 he sccompanied pilot 
Joe Crosson on @ survey flight to Siberia, intended 
to open 6 trans-polar route between North Americs, 
the Orient and Europe. Ultimetely, he became 
executive vice president of Aeronautical Radio, Inc 
the firm that provides nationwide communication 
service to all airlines, and served on the bosrd of 
directors unt! hie retirement in 1972. 


"Bob" Gleeson was sponsored by none other then 
"Pate" Fernandez - one of the grand men of both 
communications and aviation. We might say in 
essing thet Bob's book Is one of the best | ite 
publisher le Alaska Magezine , 130 2nd Ave, So. 
- 


Edanorxds, WA 98020 can supply copy. 


The author, Nanuk's radio operator and 
assistant engineer, Robert J. Gleason. 


NOR ORL OLSSON DOL OL 


WELNNGLOLE LS OLN ENP LS 


CO OI On 


Digital Media © K2TQN 2012 


Back to Index 


@ SPARKS QUARTERLY JOURNAL 


Tales of the 
WUORIELESS PIONEERS 


po gle 


James R. Steen 1773—SGP 


"NOW DID YOU HAPPEN TO BECOME A 
WIRELESS OPERATOR ?" 


When I was twelve years old in 1916, I got a 
summer job as a Western Union messenger. 
Remember the days when the telegraph mess- 
engers wore a uniform and delivered tele- 
grams by walking or riding a bike? I had a 
hand me down bike from an older brother. In 
the office, there was a4 woman operator and 
an ‘old man‘ operator in his 50's. I used 
to marvel at the clacking of the sounders 
and the translating of this noise into type- 
written words. This is when I was first 
bitten with the bug of telegraphy and elec- 
trical equipment. 


After that, we moved to another area and 
three years had passed before ] became inter- 
ested again. tere I met a boy my own oe 
who was starting to build a crystal set. 
spent many long hours scrounging for sata 
and building a sect. In those days yop built 
your own from scratch. Remember the coil 
built with bare copper wire and a round 
Quaker Oats box. The detector was a galena 
crystal and a home-made whisker. 


We learned the code by sending back and 
forth to each other night after night and 
enjoyed every minute of it. Eventually we 
both got an Amateur License. 

Then I went to Mass Radio School in Boston 
and received my first Commercial License 
just after I was 18. This is how I got 
retarted. Let's hear from some of the rest 
of you. 


Robert H.Pheysey 1467—P 


| recently received my copy of "Sparks Journal", 
Fall Edition 1977, and enjoyed reading every 
word of it. One item, "Sea Story" by Vernon P. 
Bourg 1020-P, was of particular interest to me 
as, although apparently unknown to the author, 
an additional ship, the S/S Aztec HRCB, was 
also involved in the rescue of the crew of the 
Schooner Dunham Wheeler. 


During all of 1930 ! was Chief Radio Operator on 
the United Fruit Co. S/S Aztec and on November 
4th 1930 we had sailed from Puerto Barrios, 
Guatemala, for New York City. On the evening 
and early moming of November 7th and 8th we 


Society of Wireless Pioneers, Inc. 


We finally arrived alongside the disabled 
Schooner at 6:55AM and found that she was the 
five masted Dunham Wheeler bound from Vene- 
zuela to Jacksonville, Fla. Shortly after our 
arrival all hands abandoned ship and we had 
them safely aboard the Aztec by 8:15 AM. They 
comprised of her Master, Capt. J.A. Mciver 
end e crew of nine, About one hour later the 
Dunham Wheeler sank. 


At 8:20 AM | contacted the S/S Upshur to see 

if they wanted us to take off their crew. A mes- 
sage wes received back signed Capt. Huddins 
advising us that they did not, but asking us to 
contact the USCG Yamacraw and get his posi- 
tion and expected time of arrival. At 8:38 AM 
we were able to work the Yamacraw and then 
advise the Upshur that they expected to reach 
her position at midnight and take her in tow. 
KOLZthanked us and again advised us that our 
assistance was not required and to proceed to 
our destination. 


We brought the Dunham Wheeler's men to New 
York where local newspaper reporters came 
aboard to interview thern and take pictures. 
They also obtained and printed in the newspapers 
on November 12th pictures taken by some of our 
crew of the foundering Dunham Wheeler and the 

rescue operation. 


Very truly yours, 
Robert H. Pheysey, 1467-P 


Earl H. Thornton 


432 Temko Terrace, Dayton, Beach FL 32108 
Letter March 10, 1978. 


Reports on JOURNAL which was sent by Hyman 
Wallin 426-SGP with compliments: 


"Most Astounding paper! | am 81 and cataracts 
both eyes, so wife is doing the chorography. 
Pictures & articles so nostalgic. My earliest is 
the reception of the Corinthia, (Cunard | think) 
answering the CQO from the Titanic in 1912. | 
have been a radio operator since that date until 
loss of sight stepped in about 1970. Most duty. 
et sea, Marconi's very first, but followed by 
coastal shore WCC Chatham, Mr. Fred Heison; 
WCY Cape May, Mor. Wm. P. Kent; WSL, 
Southampton Mgr. Moser; WSC Tuckerton, NJ 
(Mor. W.P. Kent: WSY Virginia Beach, Mor. 
F.H. Illingworth; WOE, Lake Worth, FL, Mgr. 
Ed Surgess. Doubt if they still live. Wasa 
"ham" at age 16 and dam if it didn't stick till | 
couldn't see. 
| enjoyed a most thrilling life radio ship & shore. 


Liked shipboard best of all. The memories are 
sweet and magnificent.....60 glorious years at 


True Experiences and Adventures of Commercial “Brass Pounders” 


R.H. ‘Bob’ Mattox 905-V 


"GRAIN FOR RUSSIA" 


A "Bash" from Radio Officer R.H. "Bob" 
Mattox aboard the SS AMERICAN HAWK/ 
KSVB enroute Providence, Ri, from 
Smiths Bluff, TX in August, 1976. (Re- 
sponse to request for SOS/COQD Info.) 


Enclosed rny two "SOS" incidents, not very ex- 
citing, not too much sound and fury, people wail- 
ing and crying unto thelr maker as they sunk and 
wuch stuff. 


My last ship "S/S ULTRA MAR" built three years 
ago in San Diego, Westchester Marine Shipping 
Company. Our Skipper was a retired Navy Cap- 
tain from a destroyer command and was "breaking 
into Merchant Marine Skippering on his second 
assignment. He was still learning the ropes of 
being a “sea-lawyer" to understand union contracts 
but was having his problems. The main lesson 

he learned from me was "Sparks stands no watches 
in port, after shore leave has been granted, without 
payment of overtime!" Guess he got the idea us 
Merchees stood radio watch in port just like the 
poor Navy boys have to. 


I'd been in Iljechevsk, Russia, before on the SS 
OVERSEAS JOYCE. We were the first U.S. 
grain ship to arrive there. Christmas Eve the 
Ruskies had a big free beer, vodka and caviar 
party forus. SIU crew got bombed cut of their 
minds, crawling on hands and knees on floor, 
vomiting all over the place, and swilling down 
more free hooch, goosing the waitresses. The 
poor Russians asked the Captain what they should 
do. He said, "Lock ‘erm all up" but the Russians 
could hardly do it they said, appreciated us bring- 
ing the grain, so crew crawled on hands and knees 
back to ship after the party closed down. This 
last time in Russia, for Christmas dinner at Sea- 
men's Club, each ship had to bring thelr own 
Christmas dinners for crew off their ships. Arfl 
And the Ruskies wanted U.S. $$$ spent In pref- 
erence to rubles. Slack market still going on, 
but exchange rate is down from what it was three 
years ago wnen we were drinking champagne in- 
stead of anything else es was only @ buck some- 
thing 8 bottle (with black market exchange of U.S. 
bucks). 


This last trip we had 17 Russians get gassed from 
white com furnes down in the holds upon first 
boarding, including our chief mate, two Ruskies 
died, was under $75,000 bond on the ship before 
letting us sail, thought maybe they would intern 
crew they were so mad over two longshoremen's 
death. We had 65,000 tons of white com aboard, 
ship was 892 feet long, an "Obo" type ship (oil 
bulk OR), biggest ship in U.S. Merchant Marine 


were proceeding north through the Florida Straits sea and ashore. Success to you all. The Journal \¢e ever enilad of. 

with rough seas and strong ENE winds. | had is @ masterful work. 

teken over the watch from Ben Feverstein, Sec- Sincerely, | dislike Russia so much, having first trip into 

ond Radio Operator (now deceased) shortly after H. Th Odessa almost losing a finger tip when a Russki 

midnight and for a while everything seemed re- ane 73 son. cab driver slammed texi door on my finger, he 
g dumped me out at a dock with no ship in sight. 


latively normal. However, efter a while | started 
to heer some communications passed: between 
the S/S Upshur KOLZ and NAO Charleston, 
which indicated that the Upshur had experienced 
some kind of trouble. 


At 4AM EST November 8th | heard KOLZ call 
SOS and tell NAO "Four masted Schooner in 
distress about 16 miles off Cape Canaveral and 
we ere disabled and helpless and unable togo 

to her assistance". Aight after this, NAO con- 
tacted the USCG Cutter Yamacraw NACY and 
repeated this information. | had advised our 
Master, Capt. L.S. Fuglestad, of what | had 
heard and was told to advise KOLZ and NAO 
that we were proceeding to the Schooner in 
distress and that we were 36 miles from her 
given position. During subsequent OSO's with 
KOLZ | learned that his main engine had blown 
to pleces. That they had anchored at 6PM on 
November 7th and were awaiting the arrival of 
the USCG Yamaeacraw which wes expected some- 
time on the night of November 8th. While they 
were at anchor they had seen distress flares 
sent up from the Schooner which was also an- 
chored sbout 2 miles from them. | also learned 


fromm the Operator on KOLZ that he had not been 
off watch for the past 72 hours. 


| 


“AND NOW FOR THE Gooo News. 
THE WIRELESS OPERATORS HAJeE “TNCEN 
YOU OFF THE Di2oP-DEAD LIST. " 
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Finally got in a bus office with blood dripping off 
my finger and they took me back to ship in a bus. 
| just let the blood drip on the floor of their bus, 

| was so d'd med. Never went ashore in Russie 
again. This last trip on S/S ULTRA MAR was 
there two months, went ashore at foot of gangway 
for 5 minutes to buy two Russian dolls and 
amythyst necklace for souvenirs. Stayed aboard 
rest of time and painted water color pictures just 
to pass the time. 


Had the Atlas 210X rig aboard for run to Russia, 
but antenna tuning Is sure super critical for thet 
rig. | had no entenna tuner so put out very week 
signal. Tried the Atlas rig out on the 18AVT 
verticie In Houston, Texas, but no go, so next 
vacation, Jan. Sth, 1977, will try agsin. Also 
putting my house in Aripeka, Fla. up for sale 
around 18 gees, 28 x 32' CBS, two boat slip in 
back yard on canal, 100 yards from Indian Bay, 
about 50 miles north of Tampa. Gotta move my 
50' E Z way tilt over tower, 4 el W. Sp. Hy 
gain 20 beam and loads of radio junk to Houston. 


This coastwise sailing sure is 8 breeze for getting 
U.S. stations in comparison to sailing foreign 
where sometimes you hammer for days to get into 
the states. 


VY 73's and keep up the good "SOWP" work. 
BOB 
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A CRUISE TO B.A. WITH “JOCKO” 


We hove you will enjoy the exnerience of one of our members, Harry J. 
Maclaren - 1111-SGP who takes his hobby - an amateur radio 'rig' to 


sea with him. 
W5FGO/MM.,. 


Harry's amateur call is WSFGO and at sea it becomes 
His "Handle" is "JOCKO". 


The following is an Odyssey 


of the SS DEL MAR/KFVZ on an earlier trip... down "Rio" way. 


This is not by any stretch of imagination an 
article dealing with the technical side of Radio, 
but it will, | think, add still another page to 
the oft-told but always interesting tale of the 
Radio Amateur and his fascinating hobby. 


| have been sailing on merchant ships as Radio 
Officer since 1927, when | made my first trip 
to sea on a British passenger vessel named 
the s.s. "Rollo" after joining-up with the Mar- 
coni Company of London. Very truly, much 
water has flowed beneath the bridge since then. 
| am now @ United States citizen, a licensed 
Radio Amateur, and | now sai! in the U.S. 
Merchant Marine under the Sters-and-Stripes 
on board the Delta Line passenger ship, the 
s.s. "Del Mar"... 


A few months ago, Or. Herman Hawkins came 
on board the "Del Mar" as our new ship's 
medical officer. !t was not long before | 
heerd that the new Doc was an old-timer Ama- 
teur radioman. He was, unknown to me, al- 
ready hunting me down for a ragchew! We 
finally got together and soon became immersed 
in the problem of getting his radio “rig” set up 
and on the air. Our immediate problem was 
to find a suitable spot on the "Del Mar," com- 
plete with the necessary altemating current 
(A.C.), where we could settle-in and call it 
our "shack." The majority of merchant ships 
are wired throughout with direct current (D.C.) 
but on the "Del Mar" type of vessel a limited 
number of officer's cabins are blessed with an 
A.C. outlet. The Doc's quarters, unfortun- 
ately, was not among those so biessed and, 

to make them even less possible as a "shack," 
were far rernoved from any A.C. wiring. This 
was indeed 4 snag, and there was nary a suit- 
able D.C. to A.C. converter in sight. How- 
ever, after various hunts and much speculation, 
the Doc finally talked our Chief Purser, Bill 
Sistrunk, into allowing us to use his room, 
complete withits double A.C. outlet, as our 


"harn" radio headquarters. For this kind 
deed, O Bill, may Allah smile upon thee. 


There was a pleased and anticipatory flexing 
of muscles between the Doc and myself, as 
with many ae grunt and a hup, his Collins 
32V2 type transmitter and 75A1 Collins re- 
ceiver were duly man-handled from their 
cartons, lugged aloft for two decks and 
planted with all due tenderness upon Bill's 
desk. Came now another lively period of 
soldering-irons, pliers, coaxial cable, and 
all that surrounds the cornplicated birth 
pains of an antenna. 


Surprising as it may seem to the land |ubber, 
it is not always an easy matter to find a con- 
venient place on board ship to sling-up an 
antenna. One tricky problem fo solve, es- 
pecially on passenger ships--unless your 
querters are situated high on the ship itself 
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--is to find a spot where the downlead or 
feediine may be brought to the transmitter 
without having to cut holes through steel 
bulkheads (walls, to you!), or having it 
stray helf-around the ship through passage- 
ways, across stairways end outside alley- 
ways, etc., threatening to trip or strangle 
the unwary at any moment. Another prob- 
tern is to get the antenna as far away as 
physically possible from the ship's main 
transmitting antenna, which is nearly always 
slung-up between the ship's masts; the pur- 
pose of this latter point being to prevent in- 
terference break-through and resultant jam- 
ming of the marine frequency bands while the 
ship's Radio Officers are on duty. In addi- 
tion to these snags, one needs must avoid, 
on pain of sudden death or gory dismember- 
ment, the tangle of receiving antennas put 
up by members of the ship's crew. But we 
managed to get a sky-wire up, assisted, of 
course, by a million words of what is known 
as "helpful advice" from the uninitiated! 


Tie antenna, finally, more by necessity than 
by design owing to materials available and 
the position of the Chief Purser's cabin, 

was cut to a 22-feet flat-top and end-fed by 
along length of 72 ohm coaxial cable. which, 


fortunately for our sanity, Doc Hawkins pos- 
sessed in quantity. The after-end of the an- 
tenna was made fast to the top of our ship's 
smokestack, the forward-end to the tennis- 
deck bulwark. This caused it to hand at about 
an angie of 40 degrees from the horizontal, or 
about semi-vertical. We soldered the inner 
conductor of the coax to the 22-feet of 7/14 
copperwire flat-top, ran the coax through Bill's 
window and--well, we hoped for the best! Our 
antenna was, in order, (1) 8 long wire?, (2) 

a vertical?, (3) a Marconi? No matter, the 
Doc and | were willing and eager to try load 
"her" up and forthwith make an honest woman 
of her. The tuxury liner "Del Mar" was about 
to "go on the air" for the first time in her glam- 
orous sea-ceareer.... 


It was September 4, 1956, the day before the 
"Del Mar" was due to arrive in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. |! watched Doc Hawkins as he caressed 
the various knobs on his 32V2 transmitter, feel- 
ing for the all-important adjustment which would 
“load-up" our hybrid antenna. | tried not to 
look at the tale-telling plate ammeter. 


"She's loading, Jock," he says suddenly. "The 
darn thing's loading! What d' you know about 
that?) We're in business." 


"Damned if we ain't," | said, grinning. "See 
you later, Doc, I've got to go on watch." | 
left him tangled in a mix-up of coax cable and 
an antenna relay end hurried up to the ship's 
radio office... 


Member Harry J. Maclaren 1111-SGP (left) and Doctor Herman "Doc" 
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At 2.50 p.m., sitting in dutiful and solitary 
state before the "Del Mar's" radio equipment, 
the Doc's voice suddenly sounds all around me. 
"How'm | doing up there, Jock? Can you hear 
me?" 


| nearly fell off my chair. “CQ 15, CQ 15, 
CQ 15, this is Maritime Mobile KSDLC, King 
Zero Dog Love Charlie, calling CQ -- Boy, O 
boy, is this thing sensitive on the loading! 
Calling CQ 15, helio CQ, this is Maritime 
Mobile K® Dog Love Charlie, on the luxury 
liner "Del Mar", tuning around this frequency 
for a possible call." 


Silence. Then, "PY8TR, PY8TR, PYS8TR, 
this is Maritime Mobile K® Dog Love Charlie. 
Fine business, old man -- | was sure pleased 
to hear someone answer me! We've gota 
piece of wire hanging up there in the wind 
which is something to see! Thanks for the 
calif..." 


Doc had signed-in the “Del Mar" on the Ama- 
teur Radio register. But we certainly would 
have to do something about this break-through 
interference on the ship's radio "rig"! 


That same evening the Doc showed me the 
tricks of using his 32V2 and 75A1. | had the 
pleasure of sending out the "Del Mar's” first 
"CO de K8DLC/MM" call using the dots-and- 
dash CW code. Well, | have heard about the 
"sky falling on a guy," and now | know what 
the saying can mean! It's a crazy-mixed-up 
experience to sit back and feel helplessly 
giggly while a dozen or so K's, W's, F's, 
G's, O's, etc., actually knock each other 
over to be up-and-at-you! You wait until you 
can choose one out of the scramble and call, 
but if you think that halts the whoop-an'-a- 
holla, you are sure iggerant of the facks, 
Mister. Finally, they ease up on you, you 
work the chappie you picked out, you say your 
73's, and -- well, what do you think? You 
guessedit. It starts all over again! But 
it's wonderful stuff, and, to borrow a couple 
of words from our fémale "hams," our YL's 
and XYL's, we jest loves it. 


The first QSO (contact) on CW resulting from 
my "CQ de KSDLC/MM" call was G3CXM 
(England), the next was 9S4AX (Saarland), 
then G3CEG, W1002 (USA), K5AUZ, 
WSPLI, and W7AOX. We were a few miles 
north of Rio de Janeiro. The Doc took over 
then con mucho gusto and tried his hand at 
the code-key -- his dots-and-dash "sending, " 
he said modestly, was rusty but still trusty. 


Of course, during the ensuing days, the Chief 
Purser's cabin buzzed like the proverbial bee- 
hive. All-hands-and-the-cook, which trans- 
lated meens everything that walks upright on 
a ship, crowded in to sée the first sea-go- 
ing Amateur radio-rig they had ever seen in 
operation. The Doc passed the microphone 
around and one-and-all said a few mike- 
nervous syllables over the air for the first 
time in their lives. It was, as the saying 
goes, a reguiar bali. The fog of cigarette 
smoke grew so dense it darn near suffocated 
the 32V2 transmitter as well as the Doc and 
myself. Meanwhile, Bill Sistrunk had an 
interested and boisterously outspoken audi- 
ence to fend off physically and verbally each 
time he shaved, showered, or visited the 
adjacent John. Sut our Bill is not self- 
conscious in the least and took the stampede 
into his now combination living-room-bed- 
room-radioshack right In his stride. We 
did not know it at this time, but soon he 
was to be known as Phone-patch Bill - he 
caught the fever for 'phone right after the 
Doc passed the mike to him one day and 
told him to say something nice about the 
“Del Mar" to a deft-tongued Yankee up in 
W8 land. Later, Doc was caught in an un- 
wary moment and he showed Bil! how to 
tune-in on the 7541, whereupon Bill pro- 
ceeded each day to search around the ether 
for W5's (the Southern States), and, when 
he found one, he'd chase Doc all over the 
ship to fire-up the 32V2 and get cracking 
after that doggoned W5 because he wanted 
to say hello to someont he knew there. It 
was a kick to hear Bill on the mike. After 
a few tries, he was speaking fluent "ham" 
jargon about Q5's, S9's, OS-baker, fine 
business, QR-mary etc., although he didn't 
really know what in neck he was talking 
about. All the Doc and |! had to do was 
stand-by 32V2 and leave the mike to Chief 
Purser Bill, who is, by the way, already 
reading up radio for an Amateur License. 


One of the more interesting contacts we 
managed two days after we sailed from 
Buenos Aires, was Peter at VP8BY. This 
turned out to be a lonely British weather 

and ice-reporting station on the Palmer Pen- 
insula in Antarctica. Peter had a delicious 
Cockney accent, and when the Doc gave him 
a description of the "Del Mar," with its air- 
conditioning, its swimming pool, fine foods, 


Hawkins with amateur station (MM) in Purser's Office aboard the S.S. 
DEL MAR/KFVZ circa 1957. Jocko called the Del Mar "home" for over 
16 years. 
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sunshine and sun-bathing, all poor Peter could 
offer in reply was to say, “. . . mean' me 
mytes ‘ave been 'oled up down ‘ere in the snow 
for abaht two months now, Doc. But never sye 
die, | syes. We ‘ope our relief blokes arrive 
on time. They're due down ‘ere in abaht an- 
other month. We just ‘ade bit of a snowfall 
‘ere, Doc, not much, mind you, abaht twenty 
inches up to now, I'd sye..." We dated 


Peter for the next day but received no answer 
to our calls. 


One day we decided to do something about our 
antenna as the coax cable feediine and micro- 
phone lead were heating up on transmissions, 

6 sure sign of a walloping stending-wave cur- 
rent. We cut ourselves a flattop of 11 feet 
this time, about a querter-wave for 21 mega- 
cycles, and theoretically correct if our antenna 
wes 6 Merconi. As before, we soldered the 
inner conductor to the end of the flattop, but 
this time we also soldered the coax's braid to 
8 grounded supporting wire (Doc's suggestion) 
-- this joint being made only a few inches from 
the flattop coax connection. This succeeded 
in stopping the overheating of our feediine coax, 
end since that day we have used this 11-foot 
sky-wire on 21 and 28 megacycles with some 
astonishingly good results. As an example, 
when the "Del Mar" was 500 miles north of 

Rio de Janeiro, within 45 minutes | worked CW 


code with W30GU/3, UBSKBA, VE2RE, 


ZB1iAJX, ZO1DA, ITIAI, all who gave mes 
report of S6 to S9 on my signals. An hour be- 
fore, the Doc, on 28 megacycle 'phone, had 
worked W3ONP, K20YA, W8HOY, CNBFT, all 
who gave a report of S7 to S9. In fact, with 
the exception of Asia, where we have had only 
two contacts, one to Japan (CW) JA1ACB, and 
one to Singepore (CW) VS1GX, our humble 11- 
feet of sky-wire has taken us about si! over the 
globe. it must be remembered thet 8 ship st 
see creates the almost perfect radio ground, 
which will make the most humbly-bom antenna 
act like a thoroughbred. 


Another startling phenomine took place on 


board the good ship "Oel Mar" as a result of 
K@DLC/MM being bom. This was the sudden 
enthusiastic interest in “how to become a 
ham." It seemed, for a time, that the Doc 
and | would in self-defense have to open an 
ocean- eine Radio School and charge sea- 
prices (that is, 200% higher!) for tuition at 
regular fonre of study, or gonuts!§ It sim- 
mered down, however, when the uninitiated 
found out they must learn the dot-and-dash 
code and pass 6n examination at the Federal 
Communications Cornmission before they may 
operate an Amateur Radio station. We still 
have three more persistent candidates, how- 
ever, and there has been e frantic demand for 
radio caialoques, radio textbooks, code keys, 
buzzers, etc., and long complicated discus- 
sions of Collins, Hallicrafters, Harmmeriunds, 
National, amps, watts, and antennas. 


This enthusiasm reached an ecstatic climax 
when one afternoon we contacted W5HA, Paul 
Rabito, of New Orleans, who is equipped with 
what amateurs cal! a 'Phone Patch, a gadget 
enabling the transfer of radio-telephone voice 
from the air to the ordinary house telephone 
line. New Orleans was, of course, the "Del 
Mar's™ home port. In the inexplicable and 
mysterious of shipboard life, within two min- 
utes flat, all hands (we have a crew of 128 
officers and men) somehow knew that the Doc 
was in contact with and "talking to” New Or- 
leans. Well, the queue lined up outside and 
inside Bill's room, K®DLC/MM passed the 
house 'phone numbers and WSHR "patched" 
them through one efter the other to the various 
crew members! homes. The veteran amateur 
radio of Doc and Paul handled the excited con- 
fusion of calls and voices like professional 
"phone men. Even the,"Del Mar's" tacitum 
skipper, Capt. lvan Williams, came along 
and spoke to his XYL in New Orleans, 


The confusion | mentioned above was probably 
the understatement of the year. It refers to 
the reaction of people ashore who answer their 
telephone, hear e strange voice talking about 
amateur radio operation and asking them if 
they would like to speak to ea wife, a husband, 
or brother, etc., whom they know to be 
thousands of miles away ona ship at sea. 

The first suspicious reaction of those who 
have not experienced this surprise before 

is aptly described by the expression: "Who 
d'you think you're kidding, Mister?" 


Here is a typical imaginery Maritime Mobile 
ship-to-shore 'phone contact via 'phone- 
patch into a merchant seaman's home -- we 
will call him Brown, The 'phone-patch 
amesteur operator dis!s the city telephone 
number given to him from the ship: "Is this 
Mrs. Joseph Brown?" he asks. 


"Yes, speeking." 


"Mrs. Brown 
tor, and. 
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S.S. DEL MAR / KFVZ 


The SS DEL MAR, DEL NORTE & DEL SUD ( all 10,073 tons ) were 
operated by the Delta S.S. Line from New Orleans and Houston to Buenos-: 
Aires via Bahia, Rio de Janerio, Santos, Montevedio and Curacao, 
FR iS danni ell ed el {tn beautiful ships with fine appointments. 


"You're a what?" 
"An amateur radio operetor, and... " 
"0. " 


‘'-- and | have your husband waiting to speak 
to you via... 


"Say, what is this, Mister? My husband 
is -- well, he'sa couple of thousand miles 
out at sea right now. Who are you, anyway? 


"Wait, Mrs. Brown, you don't understand. 
Your husband is not here with me, he's on 
his ship end..." 

"He'd better be! So what about it, Mister?" 
"Like ! said, he's waiting to speak to you 
via amateur shortwave radio frorn his ship. 
When | put him on, let him finish speaking 
before you answer as he can't hear you while 
he's speaking. Okay, Mrs. Brown?" 


"You mean |'m going to speak to Joe?" 


"That's right. Joe is waiting now for me 
to put him through to you." 


"Mister, this is the screwiest setup | ever 
heard of. But go ehead, |'m listening.” 


K9ZZZ Maritime 
Go ahead, Joe, your 


"Okay, stand by a minute. 
Mobile, this is K6ZZZ. 
wife is listening for you." 


"Hello, Mary. Can you hear me? You can't 
answer now. I'll say “over” when you get to 

speak. Got it? Wait until | say "over," then 
talk. How're you feeling? |'m okay. We're 
just off Capetown and right on schedule. 
the kids? Over." 


Silence. 'Phone-patch ham: "Go ahead, 
Mrs. Brown, he's waiting for your reply." 


"O. Well, if this isn't.the -- Hi, Joe! This 
is the screwiest thing! But listen, Hon, | know 
my old man's voice when | hear it! I'm okay, 
Hon. Billy has a cold but it's getting better 
now. We sure miss you. Say, Joe, this is 
wonderful! Listen, Hon, this guy calls me and 
says he's got you waiting to talk to me and | 
think, now just listen to this goofball, will you? 
| says listen, Mister..." 


On the morning of November 10th, | ambled into 
Bill's room after our moming coffee break and 
found Doc at the mike calling "CQ 10, CQ 10." 
The 10-meter band did not appeer to be so lively. 
! watched as the Doc tuned around, but we 

heard no answering call. The ship was about 
300 miles south of Recife, Brazil, and bound 

for New Orleans via Curacao. "It's pretty 

dead this moming, Jock," said the Doc. 


"Sounds like it," | said. 
Serer a 


"Maybe we ere in 


The door slammed open and in came the excited 
face of Bob Dobson, our Second Officer, one of 
our more enthusiastic would-be amateurs. 
"Hey! are you fellers sleeping? Guam's call- 
ing you, Doc! Guam! | heard him on my set 
just now! Guem!" The door shut and he was 
gone. 


A 


How's 


+ Oe FOF ee ee ee ee ee tees 


All 


Startled, the Doc tuned again and about 10 kilo- 
cycles below his last "COQ" cali's frequency, 
we heard: “Maritime Mobile KZOLC, this is 
Guam calling, KG6AGO, on the island of Guam. 
KPOLC Maritime Mobile this is KG6AGO listen- 
ing for you." 


We talked with Bill at KG6AGO from 1105 am 
local time. The Doc passed the mike around 
and we said our piece tohim. This was a 
solid contact and we all got a thrill out of it. 
Dobson didn't get over it fora week! Truly, 
our 11-foot piece of antenna wire was proving 
itself to be more than e mere honest women -- 
she was a Lady! 


Another rib-tickling titbit came through our 
loudspeaker when we contacted a 'phone-patch 
for Bill Sistrunk in Jacksonville, Fla., and he 
wanted to say hello to some ex-Delta Line 
passengers. Their colored maid answered the 
house telephone. We heard the 'phone-patch 
operator give the usual explanatory introduc- 
tion re amateur radio, etc., then he asked: 

"Do you follow me okay?" 


"Yes, Suh," her voice answered doubtfully. 
a follows you alright, but | sure don't under- 
stand you." 


Then came the day when "ham" tragedy struck. 
On November 19th about 7.50 p.m. | was bus- 
ily working the dot-and-dash CW with VE3RDS 
Wilfred, up in Fergus, Ontario, when came a 
sudden thump from inside the 32Vv2 transmitter 
and all plate current disappeared. The "Del 
Mar" was a ORT corpse -- | bet VE3RDS 
wondered what happened to me. Both the Doc 
and | took a look-see into the 32V2's interior 
and performed the usual testing of tubes, cir- 
cuit continuity, etc., without finding any of 
the more simple troubles. The 32V2's are 
dandy transmitters but they are a serviceman's 
nightmare to anyone unfamiliar with their com- 
pact and crowded intestines! However, as we 
were to arrive in New Orleans in two more days 
the Doc decided to send his transmitter to the 
Collins Radio people for servicing. This was, 
perhaps, the lazy-man's solution, but, if you 
have experienced the expectant, nervous ten- 
sion on board @ ship approaching her horne 

port at the end of a voyage, you will know only 
too well that to spend one's time calmly in- 
vestigating 6 faulty piece of radio equipment 

is the last thing in the world one feels like 
doing! This hovering expectancy, nervous- 
ness, excitement, call it what you will, which 
filters throughout a ship when nearing port, 
especially a home port, is an infectious and 
happy disease known to seamen the world 

over as Channel Fever. Even the ship it- 

self seems to chuckle and rock-an'-roll a 
little dizzier than usual over the waves. 
Whatever your age or temperament may be, 

you will never, never, escepe the insidious 
and giddy bacteria of Channel Fever. 


Of course, |! felt very guilty about the Doc's 
transmitter going "dead" while | was operat- 
ing it, but we both know well enough that 
these things Just happen in Radio end will 
happen regardless of who may be at the con- 
trois. In New Orleans | helped Doc to load 
the 32V2 into his much-cherished Volks- 
wagon, in which he whizzes like a bullit all 
over the U.S.A., and waved him off on his 
way to Memphis. The "Del Mar" would not 
Continued on Page 26 
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GOLDEN GATE - 14 
ern California, Western Nevada) 
FRED B. MANGELSDORF (D-S/T) W6ZK 
44 Temelec Circle, Sonoma, CA95476. 707/996-1829 


DOCTOR LEE de FOREST - Ill 
rea Sou o Dana Point, East to Las Vegas, NV and 
North to Santa Maria, Fresno and Bishop) 
CHARLES D. MORRISON (0-S/T) W6V! 
2034 Del Rosa Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90041 
Phone: 213/256-0842. 


STAR OF INDIA CHAPTER - IV 
an Diego County - No © Dana Point and North on 395 to 
Riverside, East to Yuma) 
BRANDON WENTWORTH (D) K6UJ 460 Oak Street, 
Beach, CA 92651. Tel: 714/497-1437. 
Emest Es Wilmshurst (Sec) W6KHA. (Fallbrook) 


Marlo G, "AB" Abemathy - (Treas) (San Diego) W6ABD 
NOTE: Bulletin for Chapter meeting scheduled April 20th 


lists following candidates for coming two years: 
M.G. Abernathy - Director 
Raymond 8. Walling - Secretary 


PACIFIC NORTHWEST ( JACK BINNS) CHAPTER V 
daho, Montana, Oregon, Washn. aska 
KENNETH R. SULLIVAN (D) W7AGV 
71512 - 20th Ave. SW. , Seattle WA 98146. 206/242-3005 
THERON C. VAN PATTEN - SEC/TRES, 
4849 Beach Drive, Seattle, WA 98116. T: 206/321-4151 
George A. Onsum (M) W7IC & K7IC - 6418 Admirality Way 
Freeland, WA 98248. T: 206/321-4151 
Tom A, Jobs - W7TU - CHOP 


Dr. Erskine H. Burton - Historian 

Warren L, Green (C) W7JY } 

John A. Peel (AR-Oregon) W7LT 4516 Adams St. Milwaukie 
Oregon. T: 503-654-2712. 

Note: Meeting scheduled for April 8th may change some of 

officers listed - they will be furnished in the next Journal. 


. 


Laguna 


Le EE ee 


{ 


GUGIELMO MARCHESE MARCONI CHAPTER - VI 


estern Canada, erta, 
ABTHUR W. FILTNESS (D) VETWZ. #1-1093 Nicola Street 
Vancouver, BC V6G 2E3. T: 604/683-2275 
William P. "Bill" Corson (S/T) VETPC 1011 8thAve., 


New Westminster, BC V3M 2R5; T: 604/526-600 


(Note Many members in Washington and British Columbiad 
hold dual memberships in Chapters V and VI which is 
encouraged) . 


THOMAS A. EDISON CHAPTER VII 
orida 
WILLIAM C. "Bill" WILLMOT (D- Acting) K4TF 
1630 Venus St., Merritt Island, FL 32952. T: 305/452-2090 


WILLIAM E. ALEXANDER (S) W4GXL 
118 North 15th St. Fernandia Beach, FL 32034 


| 


TEXAS-GULF COAST (R.E. "ARMY" ARMSTRONG CHAPTER 
a EEE 


GEORGE W. AHERNS ( D-ACTING) W5JN, 
3216 Townsen Drive, Dallas 1X 75229. T: 214/352-4797 


Edmund Serur (T) 1623 Sequoia Dr. Tyler, TX 75701.W5CNO 


(Due to eyesight problems, Director Aherns would appreciate 
assistance and volunteers to help in reorganizing the 
chapter into a 'going' unit). 


ARIZONA - SOUTHWEST CHAPTER |X 


JOSEPH A. FALBO - (D) 3875 North Country Club, #205 
Tucson, AZ 85716. T: 602/793-7482. 

REYNOLD T. "Ray" WARNER (S/T) K7JU & W7JU 
P.O. Box 396, Riviera, AZ 86442 
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The * Get-to—gether Society 


EDELWEISS CHAPTER ( SWITZERLAND 
j ucklerstr. 181 Hori, Switzerland 
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Directory - 


DO th 


--~—~ AREA CHAPTER - X 
in severa ndred miles of Washington D. C.) 
ALLEN BARNABE!I (D) 200 East Wayne Ave,, Silver 
Springs, MO 20901. 1:301/585-3708 
JOHN H. SWAFFORD (S) W4HU. 2025 N, Kensington St., 
Arlington, VA 22205. T: 703/536-9537 
EMERSON H. MEHALING (T) 
OHN H. ELROD (CHOP) W3NVD 
(NOTE: Some change anticipated at May Sth business 
meeting) 


ELMO N. PICKERILL ~ CHAPTER XI 


in severa miles of New York City) 
MILTON SCHWARTZ - (0D) W2SF 166-36 24th Road, Flushing 
NY 11357. T: 212/352-7595. 


GRANT NONNAMAKER (S) K2QXQ 211 Ward Ave., Audubon 
NJ 08106. 

MASTEN, DONALD 8. SR. (T) W2LEL. Mcintosh Place 
Apt. 103. Newburgh NY 12550. T: 914/565-2693. 


CANADIAN-GREAT LAKES (NORTH SHORE) CHAPTER XV 
ntario, Quebec, 


KENNETH J. TAYLOR R (D) VE3CHN. 86 Guelph, Ontario, 
N41E 3X8. T: 519/823-1020. 

{ZZ KANDEL (PROTEM) (S/T) VESHEH. 94 Neptune Drive. 
Apt. #3, Toronto, Ont. Canada M6A 1X4. T: 416/782-4878 

(Mr. Ray Weigland resigned due to health problems) 


GONZALES - VANCOUVER ISLAND CHAPTER - XVI 
ancouver |sland, hose visiting the Island are 
invited to attend by contacting Chapter members) 


LEONARD A. "LEN" POLACK (D) VE7ZH - 3111 Wood Park 
Drive, Victoria, BC V9C 1P2. 604/478-2180 


DAVID A. SMITH (S/T) VE7DBJ - 1418 Newport Ave. Apt. 10 
Victoria, BC V8S SE9 T:604/598-2157 


oe & BRITISH ISLS. 
JOH (S/T) G4BVA, 81 Hunter Ave., 


Shenfield ( Near Brentwood) Essex, England CM15 8PF 


NORTHWEST EUROPE 
omelis lerum (D0) PA@GL. Nieuive Kerkplein 29 


Schore 36 Fsccienes Netherlands 3616 


SOUTHERN CROSS (AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND 


Frank A. Carey K 4 eville 
2165 Australia. T:. 7261038 
m J. O'Brien (AR) 45 Murray St. Pyrmont, NSW, 2009 


T: 560-6144, 


airfield NSW 


Australia. 


NEW CHAPTERS 


We need volunteers to organize chapters in the following areas; 
XIV = INLAND SEAS* 


XIIl - NORTH STAR CHAPTER 
I|!- YANKEE CLIPPER 


(*) Member Pau! M. Stevenson, 
has volunteered to try and launch 
the "INLAND SEAS" Chapter. 


XIt - ROCKY MOUNTAIN QTH: 1336 Hickory Street, 
XVII HAWAII Waukegan, IL 60085. 
WBSAUD, 


IF you would like a 'piece of the action' drop usaline. We will 


be only too happy to assist in every way possible to launch chapters 
in these new areas. 
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mM EMBERSHIPA 
It. doesn’t COST: It PAYS! 
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APRIL 20 1978 


CHAPTER TV— STAR OF INDIA 


Reunion this year will be on a 
THURSDAY - a day found to be the 
best for auto traffic in the San 
Diego area. The "Star of India" 
is anchored (moored) to the quay 
at the foot of Ash Street in the 
down town section. There is a 
small fee for boarding the old 
sailing ship which made history 
in the Cannery trade and north- 


ern seas in the early days. Capt. 
Bowman has invited Chapter Direc- 
tor Brandy Wentworth to bring his 


mates and ships crew aboard for 
another reunion on the ‘Orlop 

deck’. 
lunch is order of the day. The 


ship's crew will furnish the Java 
Celebration of the Society's 10th 
anniversary will be ‘order of the 


jday'. You will enjoy an ‘eye 
ball’ QSO with old friends and 
shipmates. 


APRTI. 21 1978 
CHAPTER XI — ELMO PICKERILL 


Director Milt Schwartz W2SF sends 


greetings to all members and 
invites all to attend a meeting 


of the Chapter for a Spring Anniv 
ersary luncheon honoring the 10th 


year of SOWP at Landwehr's Resta 
urant near Trenton NJ. The meet- 
ing spot is located on "RIVER 


ROAD" (Route 29) West Trenton NJ. 


Suggest arrival by 11:° «L 

BGout TPM. tab Sc i36o Ne ee 
the restaurant be furnished a 
head-count to let Milt or Grant 
Nonomaker K2QGV ( Sec. & Treas) 
know if you can make it. 


Bring your own brown-bag 
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MAY6 1978 
CHAPTER X -— CAPITAL AREA 


Director Allen Barnabei has set 
May Gth as a tentative date for 
the next CAPITAL AREA CHAPTER 
MEETING. It has not been confirm 
ed as yet. However, keep this 
date open. These have all been 
Special affairs and this will be 
no exception. 


MAY 27 1978 
CHAPTER J — GOLDEN GATE 


Charge in locale is in store for 
Golden Gate Chapter members. The 
new meeting place to celebrate 
the 10th anniversary of the Soc- 
iety will be at THE “EL RANCHO" 
RESTAURANT located at 1100 EL 
CAMINO REAL, MILBRAE, CA. One of 
the important reasons for the 
change from the Villa is that the 
EL RANCHO will provide a larger 
meeting room than the Villa has 
to offer. Also, it seems to be 
in a more central location and on 
of greater convenience to Chapter 
members. 


Director Fred Mangelsdorf has in- 
dicated that a very enjoyable 
program is in store for our mem- 
bers, The meeting is scheduled 
from 11:30A to about SIM with 
lunch at 12:50. The tab will be 
$5.00 T&T included. Entre: Stuf- 
fed Capon Leg with wild rice, 
Veg. Soup or salad, drink, etc. 


A bulletin will be issued by Fred 
shortly with details. Head count 
(reservations) necessary and of 
course out of chapter members are 
invited *o attend. Be sure and 
delete carlier meeting date that 
had tentatively been scheduled at 
the Villa Chartier on May 13th. 


LATE FLASH: We have just received word as we go to press from Director Charles 
Morrison (2034 De! Rosa Dr. LA, CA 90041 - W6VI - 213/256-0842) 

that the de FOREST CHAPTER II! has scheduled a special anniversary reunion of its 

members to be held aboard the SS Princess Louise, moored dockside in San Pedro 


for MAY 27 1978 (Sat.) Tab is $6.00 and worth it. 
members are invited to attend. Be sure to attend. 


Ladies, guests and visiting 
You will enjoy it. Reservations 


should be sent to Charlie as soon as possible for 'head-count' requested by ship. 


Tf Le 


<’SOWP.CHAPTERS 


ACTIVE & PLANNED 
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Folkman * WBAF 


GOTTA HAVE SOMETHING 
TO CHEW ON DURING MY 
"DOG WATCH" 
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SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES 


JACK BINNS EDITION pum 


Congratulations 


A MAGAZINE DEVOTED 
TO AMATEUR WIRELESS 
Official 


The Old Mane ’ 
more are mm 
SPECIAL , 
Ragelar price $2.00 par your, 20 come 
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BS 

Antennas, Radiotelephony; baa | 
i Operstiing Department "Work. Ry 
a 


RETURN COUPON 


American Radio Relay League. 
Hantord, Conn 

Enclosed find $!. please enter my trial subserip- 
thon to QST for 7 months 


—— 


Advertisement in "Experimenter's 
World" - Dec. 1920. Page 18 
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; 
j SOWP NETS & SCHEDULES. 
NO NET (CW) AREA COVERED DAY OF WEEK TZ LOCAL GMT FCY CHOP ANCS 
To PICKERILL ME MA CT NY MON —E 0900 1400 3670 wW3FYD Jack. 
i NJ PA OH w2zI Ed 
} po bo TUE THU E—E 1900 2400 3670 oO OD 
‘ 2 EDISON FL GA SC ALA TN SUN E 1400 1900 7053/7063 K4TF 611) 
j 3. PAC COAST CA AZ NV OR WA BC THU P 2000 o400 3555 
FRI Pp 1530 2330 7084 W6KHA Ernie 
! 4, TRANSCON § US CAN HOLLAND THU C 1000 1600 14725 WSCKU Oscar 
! 14097 W6IC George 
i TRANSCON 2 TUE C 1000 1600 14125 WS5OKU Oscar, 
j 44097 K4NP Vic 
} 5. YANKEE EASTERN ME NH VT MA SAT —E 1000 1500 7040 W1DIU dus 
K2IC Earl, 
6. CAPITOL AREA D.C. DE MO WED 18 3 E 2030 0430 3550 wW3NVD John/ 
. ( : A Na PAC N z T 2 l 
Oscar T. Harrison CHOP ! 7 JACK BINNS C Nw BC =TC UE P 2000 oO400 3555 waD nes 
} 8. AVOCADO S. CALIF DAILY P 0830 1630 7084 wW6KHA "rnie 
j W6YD Ray 
Cha nges bo bo po P 1500 2300 7034 W6KHA Ernie 
er ! W7YD Ray 
9 Transpac WC HI AUSTRALIA FRI P 0509 1300 14010 K6UI Brandy 
A t C Ils W6TH Elmer 
mateur a 10, TRANSATLANTIC US CAN HOLLAND SUN 1100 3550 PAGL COR 
11. GREAT LAKES/INLAND SEAS NET MON Cc 1900 0100 7065 WB9AUD 
CHANGES IN CALL LETTERS REPORTED BY MBRS. (New Net Starting 20 March 1978) C 1930 0200 3565 Do. "STEVE" 
MEMBER QT NEW CALL DELETE nag, PHONE WETS 
BERNADYN, WALTER P. W2FP W2FPM A. Happy Hour So fal Mon P 1545 23465 3945 w6glB Fred 
MAHWAH, NJ ss : a were Karry 
St aif) : 
FORSYTH, RUSSELL K. KhYS WAMGYE j : tae Pe ces erat eet eR? 2g 
ROCKLEUGE, FLA. t B Golden Gate Henpy H ur Daily P 1700 0100 3945 WAGFL Holoy 
PURNELL, DAN NOFT WHO6VGF ( 
SAN PAJLO. CA | Cc. Pickeril] ME MA CT NY NO PA UH SUN E 1415 1915 3917 W2SF ilt 
STOCKING, OTIS W. JR.  AA4ACY K4 TEZ W2zt Ed 
APLANTA: Gas po po THU E 0930 1430 35917 W2LEL Don 
JONUNSON, GILBERT W, NDZ N9DI D. FOGGY BOTTOM OC AREA TUE 28 & E 1000 1500 3967 W3DUG Jake 
Wo. WINNETKA, “IL 
COCHRANE, MELVIN R. WhOud WA4RCP E. WESCAN WEEK DAYS P 0865 1645 3740 VE7UZ Bill 
MIAML SPRINGS, FL Fii WEEK DAYS P 0915 1715 147.3 WVE7WZ Bill 
BROWN ,, JOHN We NSIO ame F. GONZALES SS87CU NET SUN P 1600 2400 3740 VE7ZP Len 
FASMCRER SENS fl ka OO” re rr aie ne FS ee ee oe ie ae ee eS Ce a os VE7GY Arnie 
WHITEHEAD, HERBERT L. W1ICE W2RFR j Spl. OOTC USA (cw) FRI E 1100 1600 14115 KANP Vic 
NARRAGANSETT, RI. K2NP Bill, WG6MLA Ray 
SHAW, HARRY Il. N6CG WG6AWG 
BOLINAS, CA 5 
ZELICH, CARL S. AAMMI W4OBR FRALEY, FREDERIC D. AALFF — BROSTEK, EDWARD C, N4QU WA2VKY 
MERRITT ISLAND, FL LYNCHBURG, VA TAMPA, FL. 
HILL, JOHN C. WAGIFQ = WNOIFQ j HUMPHERY, JAMES Il. WDGFIT  WAGIQQ COCHRANE, MELVIN R. W40UJ WA4BCP 
PACIFIC GROVE, CA i W. PALM BEACH, FL MIAMI SPRINGS, FL 
ARMSTRONG, JOHN J. Wh PKZ W 3FXR / KOCH, WALTER K. WANUT W3CHZ MARRINER, ED. W6XM --- 
DAYTONA, FL BRADENTON, FL -LaJOLLA, CA 
MOODY, DONALD G. WOWHQ (€QN) PITZER, JOUN I. N6JP K6VE PETTENGILL, JOE N2BC W2ZCL 
LA MESA, CA SAN FRANCISCO, CA RUTHERFORD, NJ 
AZOY, GEOFFREY W. WeXZ K2GTZ FORTIN, MAURICE J, XXX WAASXX SCHWELLA, FRANK N6FS KGEL 
LITTLE SILVER, NJ. PINELLAS PARK, FL TUSTIN, CA 
PREPEJCHAL, GEORGE J.  WOSN WOMNL GOLIWATER, SEN. BARRY XXX K3UIG UGOLETTI, LOUIS S. N3AG W 3YBZ 
BROOKFIELD, IL SCOTTSDALE, AZ. ALIQUIPPA, PA, 
DESLAURIERS, FRANCOTS  VE2YD VE2APK 1 Mooby, DONALD G. WOWHQ (CQN) GREENMAN, ROGER B. W7LQG W6MRS 
SEPT-ISLES, QUEBEC / LA MESA, CA LAS VEGAS, NV 
NIELSEN, WILLZAM DB. W5DD W7UR { REMPEL, PETER 11. WDSETY  WBGDWH SHIVELY, JAMES E. (COL) WA4JSZ  WN4JSZ 
GEORGETOWN, TX. { SAN BRUNO, CA RICHMOND, VA 
BROOKS, HARRY ARTHUR JR N1PG W LO; ee THOMAS, VERNON H. wReIDY “aad 
wie BI col ah MA oe shanks i aR SeS = | HADDON HEIGHTS, NJ 
s SE ELLE! N@RE AZFGS : 
: cana a ( Continued on Page 19 ) 
PENNSVILLE, NJ $ 
O'CONNOR, WM. J. WB2M1D ee 
RUTHERFORD, NJ. 


'M GETTING Sick AND TIED OF ALL 


IS GARBAGE ON THE WIRELES LATELY,“ 


Back to Index 
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AMATEUR CALL CHANGES 


CHANGE OF CALL 


EBRRANTO, FELIX L. 2565-P 

175 Walker Way, Vista, CA 92083 

NEW CALL. wees. ee NGOIE 

DELETE OLD.......K6ZB 

eu" e. e—nkm—m keree>e=-g ae eee_—es es 
KUDIAN, HENRY si-v 

Soto New. 110th Ave., Coral Springs, F 
33065 

NEW CALL. ...-+-002+-W4OSP 

DELETE OLD. ..20+20.W2UHM 


ALMQUIST, CARI. 0. 365-SGP 


35 Timber Lane, Northport, L.I. NY11768 
NEW CALL. «0000000 00K2JN 
DELETE OLD..22+22+-WB2WDF 


EDDY, JONATHAN 1341-SGP 

P.O, Box Dh, Dickinson Ctr. NY 12930 
NEW CALL. coceevece -K2JE 

DELETE OLD. ...+<++-K2JR 


LINDSEY, WILLIAM F. 510-P 


3510 Ne, 39th St., Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


33309 
NEW CALL.....++-N4FL 
DELETE OLD......K4MV 


GASKILL, WILLIAM W 158-P 

Sr anciers Dro "Palm Bay, FL 32905 
NEW CALL. «cee ceeee eN4ANF 

DELETE OLD... eee<eeK4C¥ 


LEECH, ROBERT B. 2297-P 

Ty Cescade, Pine Lakes, Iron Springs 
Rd. Prescott, AZ 86301 

NEW CALL. ...+«++«W7LSO 

DELETE OLD...«+.««-K1ZZU 


HERMAN, FLOYD A. 572-P 
31 Pine Tree Lane, Lake Clarke Shore: 
FL 33406 


NEW CALL. «6 -+-+-W4NFI 
DELETE OLD......W2DFS 


SANBORN, JOHN E. TA-36 
Wiel, Bor'To2, Depot St. Dennisport, M 
(Summer) 912 Tumblinkling Rd. Fort 
Pierce, FL 33450 -Winter 

NEW CALL. ..0.25.W1YZ 

DELETE OLD...~..W1YZ 


OSTROWSKI RICHARD J. 1965-M 

33 vine «+, Hawthorne, NJ 07507 
NEW CALL eee cece eeN2NA 

DELETE OLD. «+++» «K2QDN 


WATTS, LOWELL A 
102 Ga J 


1483-P 
B-A , Colorado 
AJ Wy et 


NEW CALL. «e+00++-WBOWOD 
DELETE OLD. ...++-WAIUSP 


SRELL, FEIWARD A. JR. 1964-V 
590 Andrews St., Livermore, CA 94550 
NEW CALL. ...+--++.WD6ATD 
DELETE OLD........«WA2ZOWQ 


GUNDERSON ND. Pettit TA-35 

20 Central Ave., Old ridge, NJ 08857 
NEW CALL. «eeee ee «K2LY 

DELETE OLD..~.+«.W2LY 


BEACH, JOHN B. 2279-V 
2630 North French Rd. East Amherst, NY 
NEW CALL. cence se eW2LN 


DELETE OLD....+++W2LOH 


———————e——ee—ooee >. nn ss  o-- - - er -————- 
CHANGE OF CALL 
WIECHMANN, ELMER F. 
(Still on LOST LIST) 
NEW CALL. oeeeesN6IJ 
DELETE OLD.....WB6CCZ 


2620V 


YOUELL, FRANCIS A, 
Rt. 2 Box 5-5 
Stevensville, MD 21666 
NEW CALL. «e000 sWA IWAN 
DELETE OLD......WDSAYE 


2509-V 


FARRANCE, JACK 1591-¥ 
T1025 Powder Horn Dr. 
Potomac, MD 20854 

NEW CALL. «ee0essN3BZ 
DELETE OLD......W3EIM 


ee 
et et a A et EA Ee ee et et es Et At EE DE DE At ANAL ELE EL OE LE Oe te A te 


JOHNSON, KENTON A. 

20554 Hartland St. #6 
Canoga Park, CA 91306 
DELETE CALL. eeeeeesNOKI 
RETAIN CALL. ..«0++.WONKE 


2308-P 


DELETE CALL 

ELLISON, LLOYD M. 1518-V 
Bor North Sterling Blvd, 
Sterling, VA 22170 


DELETE CALL W3DNE 
No Amateur at present 


CORRECTION OF CALLS 
BRAUN, HARRY B. TA-76 


175 South Main St. 
Dolgeville, NY 13329 
AMATEUR: K2IV 


REMEMBER..... 
ANNIV. QSO PARTY... May 4<5th 
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crore, afrriurn p. 1452-P 
Inoue winchester Nd. Nw, St. Petorsbur: 
FL 33710 


NEW CALL. 1024-22... WASHNZ 

DELETE OLD. ...6..44-WN4INZ 

— eer rer rr Or" 
PAULL STEPHEN 1453-V 

2 ye hestmorcland St., Falls Church, 
VA 22046 

MEW CALL asadcateac N4SP 

DELETE OLD. «ee 000 -W4KRG 
eae ee ee Oe ee 
GRIFFER, PRED, 1553-¥ 

Bio stone de Annandale, VA 22003 
NEW CALLewecsseesee sN4FG 

DELETE OLD.....+++--W4IYB 
—_——S——_—"""_. -. EE. Kk _ _ ee _ ee 
MITCIIELL, JOSEPII Il. 1525-SGP 

FO. Dor sees, sun Center, FL 33570 
NEW CALL. ceeeeeeee eNiNP 

DELETE OLD. .......-W4NPS 
—_—_——_——————_ Sd -- > 
COATES, FRED F. 960-P 

Soure, Ilha Marajo, Para 68870 Brazil 
NEW CALLeweee eee sKOLC 

DELETE OLD......-K4RQE 

DELETE OLD.......WA6ICU 
a 


WEST A 1583-V 
Lighthouse Ave., St. Augustine, FL 
32084 


NEW CALLs cee eeee eW4GI 
DELETE OLD..... + »W4UHC 
_—_—_—_—_———— eae Kn nm eee 


DAMS, EARL H. 1952-P 
5) nging Moss Rd,., Jackson, MS 
39206 


NEW CALL. .e.s++.W5VPO 

DELETE OLD......WB5SINW 
ee ee —“i—— RO Rr 
STEGER, JAMES H. 525-V 

So tne Janse Way, E1 Dorado Hills, 
CA 95630 

NEW CALL. 2.20045 eN6JS 

DELETE OLD......-WO6AJN 
~_——— Se es aes. se ee 
—--- Dayip i 822-SGP 

2 Deiphinium St. Encinitas, CA 9202’ 
NEW CALL. .400..-.WGXE 

DELETE OLD,......K6CIO 
ee eee OS 
JONNSON, ONEY A. 75-SGP 

Tor lor toe Torestville, CA 95436 
NEW CALL. . seeeee sWAGDLC 

DELETE OLD. ..2.+..WNGDLC 


WOOD, GONG _b 607-SGP 
Toll Anza AVGe, Vista, CA 92083 
NEM CALL. 466006 0eWAGUNT 


ee 


HUBBARD, TRVIN W. 164-SSGP 

Y Shirle Lane, Oceanside, CA 92054 
NEW CALL ew ween ee sWIGINS 

DELETE OLD. ...2+2eWNONIN 


HOOPER, puny 876-M 
5763 Kathorine St., Simi Valley, CA 
93063 


NEW CALL « wn eee ees sNOPK 
DELETE OLD. «0000+ +WAGKYP 


2PNKALA. JAMES 1996-M 
C/O Fletcher llospital, Fletcher, NC 
28732 


NEW CALA. wee e eee WDA II 

ROBERTS, ESTILL G. JR 1022-P 

5012 McCormick Ave., Greenwell Springs 
1A 70739 

NEW CALL s eee eee «K5XA 

DELETE OLD.......WBSONR 
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GEYER, JOUN H. LCDR 2221-SGP 

1056 Bobolink Dr., Virginia Beach, VA 
23451. Phone: 804/428-6599 

NEW CALL « co eeenee N4SIW 

DELETE OLD... 226+ .W1DH 
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PUELPS, THEODORE K. 881-P 

T2890 Olde Orchard Dr., Columbus, OH 
43213 Phone: 614/866-6289 

NEW CALL..s2+-6--W8TP 

DELETE OLD. ..455.WOMV 
—_—_—__ 
SWAIM, FRANK L, 1291-P 

12113 North hoody Creek Rd., Parker, 
CO 80134 (Old Qth: 12113 North Woody Cr 
NEW CALL es ceseess WIOPPE 

DELETE OLD. 2.4.04 eWNGPPE 
SO 
DELETE CALLS 


ALVERSON, JANES G. 2459-SGP 

506 KE. Fairview Ave., San Gabriel, CA 
DELETE CALL. oeceeeee-WOKYI 
e—_—_——_ -—-orowmrvxr————————— 
HOKY, VERGNF L. &5-scr 

Sie Wilson Stes Petaluma, CA 94952 
DELETE CALL... cece eee KOUS 


a 
MIGUERA, WILLIAM J. 718-¥ 
81567 - 7th St., Trona, CA 93562 


DELETE CALL ee ee0eeeWNGIQL 


CHANGE OF CALL 


HARVEY. LAURENCE A. 1609-P 


P.O. Box 287, Ocotillo, CA 92259 
NEW CALL......-N6LY 
DELETE OLD. ...-K6PY 


— 
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Wify CW ? 


This is the provocative title 
used by Doug Stivison, WAIKWJ 
who authored an article of great 
interest in the Febrvary 1978 
issuc of IIAM RADIO HORIZONS Mag- 
azine starting on Page 42. It is 
very interesting, covering the 
traditions of early day wireless, 
with a special mention of "The 
Old Timer" and "Sparks" and he- 
even high-lighted the use of CW 
with the amateurs as a mode of 
communications around the globe. 
lie concludes his article by a 
brief summary of the appeal of 
CW and why he likes it as simply 
++-"The fun of it". 


Doug WAIKWJ gives the Society of 
Wireless Pioneers a mention whicl 
is appreciated. 


It might be mentioned that HRI 
features ...'Those QSL cards" in 
this issue, covering the subject 
in greater depth than we have 
ever seen previously. Thanks to 
member JohnnySandison who M/Cs 
the "Morning Mayor" program on 
Canadian IE 620 CK up in Regina, 
Sask. You can catch him week- 
days 6-9AM if within range. 


A special 'Kudo" to Jim Fisk, 
W1iHR, Editor in Chief of Ham Rdo 
Horizons for such an interesting 
issue 


SL_ CARDS — CHANGE IN DESIGN 


We have received a number of re- 
quests from members who would 
like CALL LETTERS printed in Lar 
ger type. Oo accommodate this, 
we have made a slight modifica- 
tion to the face of our QSL card 
which will allow printing up to 
60 Point BOLD FACE. We will do 
this by decreasing the size of 
"Life Member" Society of Wirecles 
Pioneers in the top panel (above 
the red box “Professional, etc" 
placing it right above and leav- 
ing the entire spnce for call 
letters. This will also pro- 
vide more space in bottom left 
panel for name, address etc. Or 
for that matter if entire bottom 
is used as one panel, as is some 
times the case. There will be 
@ small change on the imprinting 
on back side, mostly to give 
more space on line 4, " at 


OM ssweue eee wewee 


We heave been sorry’for some DLA 
in’ f?ling QSL orders as our pri 
ter has been swamped, however he 
has assured that lead time shoul 
now be not over 10 days. 


GUANGE OF CAI I 


—- a H. 1649-V 
~O. Dox » Mazana, WA 98833 
NEW CALL. cece ccc eses¥7LIS 
DELETE OLD... --e+0+-¥5STQ 
— ——_————- CC OOO 
SNIDER, EVERY ’ 1425-V 
Abbot, Kichiand, WA 99352 
NEW CALLeccccesenes¥ 70 
DELETE OLD. 0eee0++K7D0 


Lom 8 1986-sGP 
ington, WA 98223 


RORERT Wi. 
24005 — 59th N.E., Ar 
NEW CALL. wcscceeesN7ZA 
DELETE OLD........W7ABF 

(eee ee eae eee see ee 
LAYTON JOUN FE. 2291-P 
Se Tir nL. , Seattle, WA 98125 
NEW CALL. cee cece e oW 7AM 

DELETE OLD... e006 sW7GPS 


STEVENSON 
25210 S2nl Ave. bast, 
NEW CALL .ceee eee sN7AN 
DELETE OLD... 62. sW7IIMS 


CLARENCE fl, 500<P 


Graham, WA 98338 


CUKTIS, ROA. B28-V 

eTiT North 29th Ave., Phoenix, AZ S50t5 
NEW CAL Ls coe eee ee eK TRU 

DELETE OLD... ee ee eK7IQL 


MOSHI, RICHARD J. 2yu7-V 
Pane Drive, Daltew OH 44618 
NEW CALLs coon eee e eK EXM 
DELETE OLD. eee eee KEOM! 


HUDOLML, GLEN A, 2314-V 

¥6 West Shore bre, S.W., Tacoma, WA 
98498 

NEW CALLeceeewcee sb PK 

DELMTE OLD. ceceens ¥71YQ 


| 


ADAMS TrAMINS 1363-P 
U17 Seton Wd,, Columbia, 
NEW CALL cece e cece e  eWINIVE 


DELNTE OLD. cece ae sWIYCIP 


SC 292120 


Le 


MATPATCK, RENO) MS, TA=32 

— — See ee je 
1yees Piret ot. by Madeiva Beach bi.3370l 
NEW CALL~ceccccceel ICI 


DELTK OLD. cocecee eh HVX 
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Wm.c. Willmot 


THANKS to "Bill" Willmot for 
again making arrangements for 
the Society's Annual "QSO" 
Party which so many enjoy. 
Write Bill if you have any quest 
tions on the following arrange- 
ments. Enclose SASE please. 


Bill will be glad to answer. 


SOWP “QSO”PARTY 


SOWP 10th ANNIVERSARY CW QSO PARTY 


SOuP will celebrate its 10th Anniversary 
on May yy 1978. One of the hirhlirhts of 
the anniversary will be its 3rd Annual 
Cw Q5O Party. In past years, this party 
has been held on the-first full weekend 
in dune. There have been numerous sug- 
gestions that we hold our Q50 parties 
on weekdays rather than weckends to get 
away from weekend Qik. We will give it 
a try this year, 


Initially, we had planned to have this 
year's party on June 3 and l, However, 
we will now hold the party on Thursday 
and Friday, May i and 5 to commemorate 
the Society's Birthday. Officially, the 
party will run for the full L&-hour GYT 
vcericd. For the benefit of those who 
eannot participate for the full period, 
it is sugrested that CQ's of part-tine 
participants be made on the even hours 
during the party. 


As in the past, it is sugrested that the 
gathering place be 55 kh2z up from the 
low end of each amateur band. Nevices 
should use tlie center-of the novice band 
it is also suygested that those wi th 
higher class licenses spend some tire in 
the Novice bands to give everyone an op- 
portunity to enjoy the festivitics, 


Exchanges of information should include, 
as a minimum, names and SQW? membership 

numbers. Other information ard rar chew- 
ing is optional, The call however, will 

be CQ SCWP, 


Bill Willmot, KLTF (VP Chaters/-PR) 
will be the party coordinator and all 
sugrestions should be sent to him ASAP. 


To cenmemorate the Society's 10th birth- 
dav, a very Special Certificate will be 
awarded to all stations making 10 or 
more CW contacts with fellow members. To 
qualify, members should send a list of 
contacts made, showing date, time, Call 
letters of station contacted and SCWP 
monbership number, to: Pete Fernandez, 
what, 129 Hialeah Road, Greenville, S.C. 
29607. Fete is our V.?. for Awards and 
will issve all certificates, 


To keep Society operating costs dewn, 
members des e a Certificate INST in- 
cluce with their listing, an envelore anc 
return postare. For those desiring their 
certificates to be mailed without folding 
a large envelone §' x ll-inch or larger 
will be required. 


Let us all make this the birrest and 
best O50 Party yet. Please mark your 
calendars new ard pass the word alone. 


- D- 


mn Dedicated to Wireless & Radio Telegraphers - the World Over sun 
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SURES 


UU A CUBE 


LINOLIAOLE 


Back to Index 


SPARKS QUARTERLY JOURNAL 


A ROUTINE WATCH 


We soon got our first sight of the 
Colombia in the now brighter daylight, 
her bow was high in the air and her ster 
was submerged with waves crashing over 
it. We put in as close as our Captain 
dared and launched one of our boats. 

Our crew rowed with the energy and spiri 
of a Nantucket whaleboat pursuit and soo 
looked only like a tiny six legged water 
bug on the surface flailing its legs, 
then disappeared completely. 


In the radioroom Chris was in contact 
with the Colombia operators and they 
reported that our boat had arrived, and 
they Lhen signed the Colombia off the air 
forever. 


Our boat returned at a more leisurly 
pace and soon its occupants were aboard, 
the Radio Operators to our radioroom and 
Captain Oaks to our bridge. One of the 
operators was named Bob Hatch, (not the 
Bob Hatch) of Mackay Radio of later 
years) but I don't remember the name of 
the other. But these last to leave 
their ship had time to pack all of their 
belongings and we chuckled to see that 
one of the operators had busied himself 
with removing the tubes and meters [from 
the anyhow and was doomed to go down with 
the ship. He had them all packed care- 
fully in a suitcase. 


The Chief Engineer had not only brought 
his gear but had a number of sacks of 
brocaded Chinese garments he had pur- 
chased in Panama to bring home. He 
generously turned them all over to the 
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women passengers who were clad in little 
more than nightgowns and not much else 
and soon our decks blazed in color as 
the delighted women donned the colorful 
garments. I gave one of my white shirts 
to a lady who had donned a hot, scratchy 


woolen pullover sweater and was sitting 
in agony in the hot humid atmosphere. 
Other members of the crew donated various 
garments and soon we had an amazing 
assortment of Mardi Gras Atmosphere on 
our decks. 


The problem now confronting our Captain 
was what were we going to do with 234 
extra people when we were southbound 
with our next stop at Corinto, Nicaragua. 
The answer was one as though designed for 
the occasion, one of our sister ships, 
the SS LA PERLA was northbound 4nd we 
were going to pass each other that day. 

A rendezvous was arranged by radio to 
meet in Magdalena Bay to transfer pass- 
engers, we proceded there and dropped 
anchor. 


About this time the now clothed and fed 
passengers were recovering from their 
initial shock and started becoming con- 
cerned for their loved ones ashore whom 
they knew would hear about the situation 
and be worried. Rescuing persons is 

free but there are no such provision in 
radio tariffs, however while these people 
might not have take time to clothe them- 
selves when they fled their staterooms, 
they had all snatched their purses! 

They started appearing in greater numbers 
in the radioroom and soon we had a land- 
office business. 1 borrowed $50.00 from 
the Purser and soup plates from the 
Chief Steward to serve as cash drawers 
and fell to counting words and calcu- 
lating charges, feeding the messages to 
Chris whoiuturn kept a "pipeline" going 
to KSE. 


JACK BINNS EDITION 


After a couple of hours it slackened 
down and then a man appeared with a 200 
word press message he wanted sent to the 
Los Angeles Times! He had borrowed a 
typewriter from the purser and had whip- 
ped out a story. First we had to send 
messages to the Times offering the story 
and await their reply which came quick- 
ly. It was most likely the first mess- 
age ever sent "collect" from a ship, we 
didn't even know if it was legal! This 
man was so grateful for our efforts that 
he gave us a $10 tip, not much in our 
present day economy but at that time it 
was 10% of a month salary for eith Chris 
or me. 


About 7PM the LA PERLA came nosing cau- 
tiously into Magdalena Bay and anchored 
about a mile away. We lowered our gang- 
way and soon boats were shuttling back 
and forth, this time without the big 
swell they had on the ocean. When the 
last boat was back and hoisted aboard 
into its chocks we weighed anchor and 
steamed slowly out giving a last salute 
on our whistle, and soon were out at sea 
steaming south again as though nothing 
had happened. Chris and I sat in the 
chaos of our radioroom looking dumbly at 
each other and asking the same question; 
"Who's on watch?" 


Two weeks later, now northbound, we 
passed the spot on a Sunday afternoon. 
The Captain put our ship in close but 
the only sign to tell that the Colombia 
had ever been there was the tip of a 
mast sticking out of the water with a 
cargo boom crashing back and forth in 
the waves as tho protesting the fate of 
such a fine ship. 


Dalton J. Bergstedt 


OTN TE TOT TOs 


The Master's 
Voice... 


(Continued from Page 3 ) 


direct current in the earphone 
cords which were poorly in- 
sulated by the woven cloth 
covering. The metallic fillings in 
my teeth had started to act like 
plates of a wet battery. 

This initiation indelibly im- 
pressed my conscience about the 
ill effects of interference. Even 
now, I listen a bit on the 
telephone before speaking. Many 
hasty people have hung up, 
thinking | wasn’t there. One side 
advantage is that I can tell if the 
call is long distance due to 
hearing the microwave carrier 
effect. After the jarring ex- 
perience. I always send the 
railroad Morse code “c’’, which 
sounds like “I E" in radio code 
and is intended as a “Clear?”, It 
protects local ears, Sometimes, | 
get a yen to give some of the loud 
and discourteous CBers a similar 
shock treatment, to cure them of 
unnecessary bad habits. 

—_——_—_— —_———— 


...@ newcomer on ‘The Henry 
D.’’, | was really rattled to have 
such a big signal chase me off. 


Earlier, when I first got aboard 
the "SS HENRY D." after a train 
ride to Boston, everything con- 
ceivable happened, Apparently, 
just plain beginner's luck. The 
bosun’s mate got me up at 7 A.M., 
pounding on the door of the shack 
(radio room] to inform me that the 
clam shell boom had destroyed 
the 2-wire flat top antenna 
between the high masts. ‘The ole 
man wants it fixed’, he said. 
When | went to the bridge, he had 
other ideas. He wanted a 
typewriter purchased with the 
five dollar bill he handed me! 

Nowhere in Boston could I buy 
a ‘mill’ for half a saw buck. 
Since I needed the job pretty 
badly, | said, "Yes. SIR” and took 
off from the dock to the street car 
(a nickel fare). on ‘mission im- 
possible.’ A long walk in down- 
town Boston, looking into store 
windows for a ty; ter, didn 
get me tar. | discesered that 4 
passed the same store several 
times. The winding, narrow 
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| got the message, loud ond clear 


— ‘Sparks! Where the hell have 
you been? We've held up the ship 
for over an hour.” 


streets, apparently built on cow 
paths before the Revolution, got 
me turned around completely. 
The sun came out shortly, 
revealing a few landmarks which 
set me right. 

Apparently, divine providence 
watches over dumb apprentice 
radio operators because there, in 
the window of a pawn shop, was 
a Royal Pica typewriter. With 
minor haggling, I got it for five 
dollars and took off for the street 
car with the non-portable mill 
under my arm. 

Far off at the end of the long 
dock, the Captain was blowing 
the whistle. With a permanently 
cramped right arm, I struggled in 
double time. At the foot of the 
gangplank, with half of the crew 
hanging over the rail, I got the 
message, loud and clear — 
“Sparks! Where the Hell have 
you been? We've held the ship for 
over an hour.” I almost dropped 
the machine, when he asked for 
the receipt which I forgot to get. 
Thinking it over. 1 figured that he 
had a notion that | had gone west 
with his fin, never to return. 
Maybe that’s why he held the 
ship. 

It turned out that the “Old 
Man" was a Finn and a kindly 
man of great bulk, who would 
publicly castigate me for being 
unsmart, but privately, later — 
he would say that he had to 
enforce discipline on his ship and 
do favors like advancing a few 
dollars of “spending money”, 
while proclaiming to others that 
he didn't have an extra cent 
aboard, 

We shoved off for Providence, 
R.1,, to unload more lumber. Since 
it was winter time, the Captain 
worried about icing conditions 
which might cause damage to the 
ship. He called me to the bridge 
and asked me to contact the 
Standard Oil tanker’ “Emery 
Dean", which was steaming out. I 
looked up several listing books 
and found the call letters in the 
Berne (Switzerland) list. There 
was no response to several calls, 
whict meant that the operator 
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was off watch. "Ok", he said, 
“Take a message to the 
Skitkovitch Stevedoring Company 
and ask them if we should use 
lugs upriver,’ 

I started the quench gap and 
called WCC (Cape Cod). He said, 
“Up” which meant: go to 675 
meters and send it. Fine. It 
seemed that I was getting pretty 
good at this. Standing around 
with my earphones on, I could see 
a young seal swimming along with 
the ship—a cute little bugger and 
a sort of an escort. Suddenly, my 
day dreaming came to an abrupt 
halt when I realized that WCC 
was supposed to call me with an 
answer. I hadn't heard him. | 
looked at the dial of the 3-tube 
receiver and got a mild shock. I 
had left it on the “working"’ 
frequency! Quickly sliding down 
to 600 meters, I called WCC, who 
very sarcastically (at least it 
sounded that way) sent: “Where 
have you been? — UP". 


...current examinations are not 
up-to-date with the complex stote 
of the art because, for one, the 
transistor had not been invented 
when the Communications Act of 
1934 was passed into law. 


‘The message on the "Up" said 
to use tugs due to the ice — which 
rattled me so badly that my notes 
were hard to read. Time was 
running out and the Captain 
would be in trouble, I thought. I'll 
get fired for the delay, but copied 
the notes on a message form. I 
tried the typewriter but it had 
jammed. Finally, I got it together 
and feeling important, I hurried 
to the bridge and handed it to the 
Captain, who was coming down 
the companion way, He took one 
look at it and said, "Sparks for 
cry sakes — we're already tied to 
the dock!" (I looked over and sure 
enough, we were and | hadn't 
noticed that the engines weren't 
running.) 

So what could 1 say (Sir)? | 
slinked away and for the rest of 
the day, I stayed out of sight. 
Later, reflecting on the fiasco, it 
developed that the Captain 
wasn't mad at me at all, because 
actually, my bumbling per- 
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formance had saved many dollars 
in tug fees. It had made points at 
the main office for the Captain 
and showed him to be a fearless 
navigator with expert control of 
his twin screw steamship. 

Maybe some day, I could be a 
fearless master, I thought, 
however, subsequent chronology 
and aptitude didn't make it so. 
There are, however, quite a few 
wireless who 
moved up to become captains of 
ships, military, industry and 
government. Consider for 
example, Captain Kurt “Stay- 
Put" Carlson of the American 
Export Line, who has _ been 
televised time and again for 
sticking with his sinking ‘Flying 
Enterprise’ and finally jumping 
overboard when it sank. The 
whole world watched his 
dedication to Rules of the Sea, 
which he survived. He started out 
as a combination mate/operator, 
which means he operated the 
wireless as well as standing a 
deck watch as second mate. 

Then, there is the late General 
David Sarnoff, who won fame as 
the land-based operator who 
handled the distress traffic from 
the Titanic, to become a captain 
of industry as the President of the 
Radio Corporation of America. 
Let's not forget Senator Barry 
Goldwater of Arizona, who spent 
considerable time in Asia 
teaching the Chinese the Morse 
code and is now a very active 
radio Amateur W7UG. 

Retired Chief of Police of 
Muskegon, Michigan, Fred 
Castenholtz, used to be a radio 
operator/technician of the 
department before he advanced 
to the top spot. In the landwire 
area, one remembers Chet 
Huntley of broadcast network 
fame who lived in a railroad 
depot out west and worked 
pounding brass. Show people like 
Gene Autrey strummed his guitar 
while working down at the 
railroad station before he became 
famous. It's probably the way he 
exercised his sending hand. 

Of course. there are many 
more who provide historic proof 
that operating a communications 
radio station stimulates 
creativity, be it the citizens band 
hobby radio, amateur, civil or 
military, or just plain working for 
an interesting living at it. 
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MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICATIONS 


RECLASSIFICATION OF MEMBERS 


A reclassification of members was approved by Society Directors in late 1975 and the pro- 
ject was initiated in March 1976 and full information was furnished all members in the 
SPARKS NEWSLETTER SUPPLEMENT (Spring/Summer issue) published May 6 1976 and 
furnished all members to Serial 2300 (Pages 2 and 3). 


The classification listing below will! furnish all members the dates used on establishing of 
each group. Arrangements were also made to print up "OVERLAYS" for each group that 
could be used by the member (do-it-yourself) to change (a) his wall certificate, (b) his 
wallet card (c) his identification card and (d) his amateur certificate (if he had an amateur 
station. Members were invited to write in - sending along a S.A.S.E. for overlay whict 
would update his credentials to the new classification. 


The new classification suffix has been used on all members from #2300 to date. We do 
occasionally receive a letter from older members inquiring about their classification since 
they perhaps note that the classification suffix used on dues statements (for example) do 
not agree with their certificate or card. It is apparent that they overlooked the article in 
our 1976 Newsletter Supplement or have forgotten about it. 


We have retained these OVERLAYS and they are still available to correct your certificates 
or cards with the proper suffix classification. The OVERLAYS are printed on gummed 
paper - of the color/texture of the card or certificate and using a little care, they can be 
pasted over the old classification suffix and no one would ever know the difference. 


Should a member wish a new wall certificate or amateur certificate, we will order one 
printed for him or her. The cost is $1.50 which is about our cost of imprinting and mail- 
ing (ist class). Should you wish new Ident or Wallet Cards, please enclose 25 cents for 
each to cover mailing and stock, ALSO BE SURE TO ENCLOSE A STAMPLED RETURN 
ADDRESSED ENVELOPE (SASE) for reply. This is important as we simply do not have 
the clerical staff to handle all correspondence unless we streamline our operations, and 
this will assist greatly in returning your Overlays without undue delay. Following is a 
repeat of information carried in the 1976 DIRECTORY/CALL BOOK - PAGE 17, F.Y.|. 
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S-SGP SENIOR SPARK-GAP PIONEER “m" MEMBERS 


(Price 1915) (1950 to DATE) 
These are the “Alpha” members of the profession. They were the 
‘avant-garde’ and the entrepreneurs who began with rudimentary 
crude equipment (and ideas) who played 2 great part in the devel- 
opment of this embryonic system which basically is the foundation 
of many developrnents in the electronic field we know today, in- 
cluding radio broadcasting, Television, and the many phases of 
Sophisticated communication modes used throughout the world. 


These are members who have been professionally assigned since 
1950 and Journeymen members who have spent few years in tne pro- 
fession bul who were selected on the basis of skills required to on- 
erate and maintain the compiles equiprnent mow in use, 


Their skill will match and permaps excell that of the other classitica- 
tions due to the transition of the in@ustry with installations af evon 
later sophisticated electronic eauinrnent whieh calls for the nignest 
degree of professional skill. While pernans new in the Hela, viewed 
at long range, their technical skill and proficiency +S permaos short of 
amazing. Many an ‘old-timer’ would be ‘lost’ if he sat down al a 
modem-day operating position. 


a 
"TA" TECHNICAL ASSOCIATES 


Many of these members were "Certificate of Skill" holders or equal. 
The majority were extremely resourcetul and used their intellectual 
awareness and talent to improve and refine the system through their 
contributions to the art. In the parlance of the sea, these men 
were the "shelibacks" of the profession. 


SGP SPARK-GAP PIONEERS (1915 - 1925) 


Tne 'common-denominator’ of all members, regardiess of classif)- 
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It will be sixty years on 24 


February since the 
passenger/cargo steamer, 
S.S. “FLORIZEL" was 
wrecked when she ran 


aground on Horm Head 
Point, off Cappahayden, 
near Cape Race, 
Newfoundland on a voyage 
from Saint John's to Halifax. 
With her back broken and 
bottom torn out, the once 
sturdy vessel disintegrated, 
with a loss of 96 lives among 
her passengers and crew 
members. 

Cause of the grounding 
and the details surrounding 
the rescue of the 42 
passengers and crew who 
survived remained a mystery 
for more than half = century, 
until the subject was 
evidently very well researched 
by Cassie Brown, as she 
relates the story in her book, 


A WINTER'S TALE — The 
Wreck of the **Florizel’’ —. 
On Page 116 of this ex- 
cellent book, mention is 
made of the ship's Radio 
Officer, Mr. Cecil Carter, 
pounding out the distress 
message in morse code on the 
wireless key while on 
emergency power. Bul no 
mention has been made in 
this book of the man who 
received the FLORIZEL's 
SOS at the radio station at 
Cape Race. This was 
probably an oversight but 
certainly worthy of mention, 
Certain crew members of 
the ships, ‘“‘HAWK", 
“TERRA NOVA", 
“HOME", “GORDON C" 
and ““PROSPERO", who 
played important roles in the 
rescue operation, were 
awarded Royal Humane 
Society Medals for Bravery at 
Sea. Among those of the 


R.F. LATIMER 
ex Brass Pounder, 1940s/50s. 
Canadian Merchant Service 
63 Johnstone Avenue 
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia 


Remember S.S. Florizel 


crew who survived, I'm sure 
many displayed courage and 
fortitude, as well as good 
seamanship, in the face of 
almost certain death, 

Among those who played a 
very important part in the 
rescue, In my opigion, was 
the man who received and 
logged the distress message at 
the Cape Race wireless 
station and relayed the in- 
formation to Saint John's. 
This good man's name did 
not surface, and become part 
of this interesting drama, 
until his obituary appeared in 
the 14 January 1978 issue of 
the Halifax Chronicle-Herald 
under the heading — 
FUNERAL HELD FOR 
PIONEER TELEGRA- 
PHER —. His name — 
Mr. Joseph P. Brennan, 


age 84, one of Can- 
ada's first 25 wireless 
operators, indeed truly a 


pioneer professional Brass 
Pounder, who, at one time in 
his career worked for the 
Marconi Company, as weil as 
helping to man the radio 
station and lifeboats on Sable 
Island, in addition to the 
service he performed at 
marine coast stations such as 
at Cape Race. 

He carried out his duties 
well on that fateful day and, 
in respect to the late Mr. 
Brennan, I feel it is fitting 
that his name should be 
connected, where it so rightly 
belongs, although sixty years 
late, in the communications 
link with Cassie Brown's 
tragic and compelling drama 
of the sea. 


These members began their professional careers between 1915 and 
1926. The exciting stories of the “wireless” in saving lives on 
the Steamships Republic in 1909 and especially the SS Titanic in 
1912 sparked the interest of hundreds of young men who decided to 
enter this exciting profession. 


Most of these mernbers saw service during WW-1. They nelped 

to refine the art with suggested improvernent and new inventions. 
They were privy to the field testing of new equipment ond inven- 
tions which later became standard installations. Some of the im- 
portant developments included the use of transmitting and receiving 
tubes, the Installation of high power arc stations around the world 
by the U.S. Navy. Commercial counterparts - The Alexanderson 
Alternators and a multiplicity of similar installations improved the 
dependability of communications to a high degree. 


it might be said that the Cormmunications industry "grew up” during 
this period and the wireless (mow called radio) became an indis- 
pensable aid to world shipping and the expanded cornmunications 
that post-war activities and commerce demanded. 
beta PIONEERS (1926 - 1939) 

In the millennium of time, there were great changes in short peri- 
ods. These members began their professional careers when some 
of these great changes were taking place in the radio-telegrapnic 
industry. The development of high-frequencies and H.F. equip- 
ment through this period brought profound changes in the scope and 
reliability of radio-telegraphy. Thanks to the unions and also to 
many self-enlightened ernployers, great improvements were made 
in the comfort and pay of those in the profession. Significantly, 
many members who started their careers during this period have 
remained with their profession over the years. Many quickly rose 
to positions of affiuency in the communications fieid or in industry. 
vr VETERAN (1940 - 1949) 
The “Veteran” members entered their professional careers during 
the 1940's (1940-1949 jnci.) 


Most of these members were Asdio-Officers "on assignment” dur- 
ing WW-2. Highly sophisticated communications equipment and 
navigational aids had been developed (especially in the military 
service/s) during the war years calling for skill of the highest order 
to maintain and operate this highly technical equipment. This 
was provided by this ‘new generation’ of professionals. 


I I a er 


cation, except for "Technical-Associates” i4 the requirernent of nay- 
ing been assigned and actually operating a radio-telegraon circuit or 
position. This of course may nave been in commercial or mulitary 
Services such as members of the Signal Corps, Navy [stuos and 
Stations), Coast Guard, Lighthouse Service, Aviation and in tne 
many fields of Government ond Private Services whict) have emnloynr 
radio-telegran’ persone! to operate the equinment and system, 


Published for member Latimer by the 
Dartmouth Free Press (Nova Scotia) on 
Feb. 9 1978 and reprinted by permission. 


Fs hc Le mm he ee 
TECHNICAL ASSOCIATES who hove been approved tor atfiliation are = 


not voting members of the Society. They ure however invited to at- 
tend Society gatherings and will be furn cred Soctety publications, 


Tectnical Associates are sponsored by Society members. Most 
have had close affiliations in one way of unothner with radio-teloqrann 
Activities throughout their lives such as Engineers of maintonary « 
personnel: those in Administrative oom tion of whe have tun Schools 
ingtalled equipmen! of pertuns reve Spec oli ted 


othe literary feta, 


writing about equipment used or that retating ! yperalieg petworvie 
and members. 

Technical Associatus intoresttieg should requodl ure of eur member 
to sporgor, in the:rrt application they shoulda furnien & resare’ 
inerr interest and associulion over the YOURS 1) Tha Commer cat ong 
field. A muntainung fee os roquires from individsale to a mf? cos 
of funding oublications, mating esr fe. Currenity tr 
$4.50 per your with ani initiation fee of £2.40, Tre Society throws 
its Membtorsnip Committee reserves the right to acoent of reject op 


plications except lhose approved by Director: and officers af the 
organi zation. a 
op RKS \——e 
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Folkman « WSAF 


WITH ALL THE ACTIVITY AROUND 
THIS SHIP, I SUPPOSE THIS TS 


WHERE WE GET RADIO ACTIVE.” 


MOG 
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gran j 2752-V 
RNEWER, NENNIS G. (Don/Thuy) HAMILTON, WARREN K. (Ham/Florence) 
Voice of America Dec. 20, 1977 ] sae anare St. Jan, 8, 197 
4 ‘ 
oDornSomaAceoo AnD, see ‘sie o7155 i Honbes (607/776-2085 
FS: 1069 =< Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam/ j ae ras eo Yar teat chaselrieet 
S-B B-1 j ak dak y 
° AMATEUR: ELZED/KBDIU Join Net? Yes | _Q5P? John N. Elwood & Ed Raser 
QSP Sparks Journal Vol. 1, No. 2 aca 2 ee 
Welcome Aboard! : | Ses 
2743-V ’] ARMSTRONG, JONUN J. (Jack/Marie) 
MORRIS, RORERT F. (Bob/Pauline) } = 1742 Jacobs Rd. Jan, 11, 1978 
NEW SOWwr MEMBERS = WE WELCOME YOU American Embassy - VOA Dec. 21, 1977 / xo Sasturats, Vin S800 
mote phy 09155 (FS: 1939 - USS Allegheny/NACZ 
: : AMATEUR: W3FXR* Join Net? Yes 
var aoe ¥ Dae peepee wv ~ *4th District call applied for 
The Staff and members of our wonderful organization take great Ser nee hos pide ad rm QSP: William C, Willmot,784-V 
pleasure in welcoming the following members into the Society QSP: Sparks Journal Vol. 1, No. 2 Teher 
and look forward to meeting you at Chapter reunions or in the : : 
pages of our publications. A wonderful comaraderie and close 2744-SGP 2 MERRERNAN, Hl, JOUN (Jack/Jenni fer) 
fellowshio bind members in a brotherhood of cordial geneality TAYNTON, MARK (X/Susan) { Sus Vay eee ee <1oipe 16, 1978 
i i ; ; H falis urch, 
and companionship enjoyed by few organizations. While the 11 Ravensworth Road Dec. 2h, 1977 } reas ee . 
preservation of the history of the wireless mode of communica- Taylors, SC 29687 ( FS: 1942 - S/S Luis Arguello/KKCo 
tions is our dedicated purpose, it also permits us to fraternal- Phone: 803/268-7888 / AMATEUR: W4IIVG Join Net? Not at presen 
ize and enjoy contacts with friends and shipmates of days gone FS: 1916 ~ SS Theodore Roosevelt QSP: William C. Willmot 
by as well as meeting those we have heard about but never had ooo ens coe 
the opportunity of knowing before. May your cruise with us be fF VSN, 
a happy one. 173! 2745-P : 
William A. Breniman - President. }) (ARNOLD, HERMAN H. (Ilap/Louise) 
6392 Vicanna Dr. *** 2h, 1977 : 
j San Jose, CA 95129 
Phone: 408/252-5139 
} FS: 1937 - SS City of Saginaw/wpcH 
5 AMATEUR: W6TQU Join Net? NF 
2756-V ; QSP: Landon Fickel,1721-P OBTAI NED A 
BLLIS, CHARLES J. (Chuck/Martha) 2746-¥ j NEW MEMBER? 
\ M h pred ace ite Dec. 12, 1977 GREENE, RONERT DEWHIRST (Bob Cat or = / 
mes, Lowa 5 i. SEER ER sa) 3 
CW MEMDErS Mone: 515/292-1172 1319 East 521d St. Sei ve 
} PS: 1942 - Port Moresby, New Brookiyn, NY 11234 Dec. 24, 1977 i 2755-P 
Guinea/WXND Phone: 212/531-2090 } JONSON, EDGAR da/Et 
( MATFUR: WAYDY Join Not? Yes FS: 1946 - USN - ARS-Attu, AK/NZL Be, (ea/ethet) 
QSP; QST AMATEUR: WA2QPN Join Net? Yes 78 Norma Rd. Jon. 15, 1978 
a QsP: QsT Harrington Park, NJ 07640 
2731-P 2757-SGP - r] Phone: 201/768-6357 
: DeCOURCEY., RALPU V. ie/Eva 2747-P 3 FS: 1934 = SS American Trader/WFDC 
MILLER, SIDNEY A. (Sid/Mary) — 4 o HUNTER, TRA DWIGHT (Dwight/ AMATEUR: W20GM Join Net? Later 
2022 N. kKensingt St. Dec. 12 : 
7980 Tram Rd. Arlisgton "vA on 1997 1906 W. Hanna Gardner) { QSP: Ed. G. Raser 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 . 5 e270 ar Tampa, FL 55604 Dec. 29, 1977 
Phone: 904/878-2921 Phone: 705/538-4578 Phone: 813/877-2580 : a6 
FS: 1938 - Ft. B R FS: 1920 - NRS Cape Mala, Rep, anes we SNOW, FREDERICK D. (Fred/Kay) 
: 1938 - Ft. Benning, GA/VAR. de Panama/NNT FS: 1926 - Ceiba, tlonduras/BwW j Se 
AMATEUR: K4FKB Join Net? Yes AMATEUR: None AMATELR: WA4TWJ First Call:VP1AA = 61 Ealey Crescent Jan. 15, 1978 
QSP: NF QSP: John Swofford Join Net? Yes { Riverview, N.B. Canada EIB 1£7 
QSP: John N. Elwood { Phone: 386-2354 
2732-V 2738-SGP - FS: 1962 - Montreal Marine Stn./VFN 
CHRISTENSEN, NEIL (Chris/*) SUMMERS . CHSSMAN M. (X/*) ct eit 8 ad a VEANA 
P.O, Box 5066 / 2051 W. 119th Place Dec. 15, SALSH TAREE Se. ngie 
San Francisco, CA 94101 Blue Island, 1L 1977 11835 Sanford Jan. 3, 1978 2757-P =e 
Phone: 415/928-2747 60406 Detroit, MI 48205 ROWE, ARTHUR VERNON (Art/Betty) 
FS: 1943 AMCHITKA (Aleutian Islands)/ ; Phone: 312/385-9328 Phone: 313/571-3225 j 1540 Boulder Ave. Jan. 17, 1978 
WYUF , - { FS: 1917 - USS Arizona/NiW FS: 1932 - S.S. Conneaut/WADV { Crescent City, CA 95531 
AMATEUR: WGERL Join Net? Yes AMATEUR: None AMATEUR: KBOX Join Net? Not at presen } Phone: 707/h6h-6574 
QSP: John Pitzer, 1358-V QSP: Wm. T. Stengle QSP: George P. Honola,88}SGP } FS: 1939 - USS Arkansas/NACT 
2733-P AMATEUR: K6ABG Join Net? Yes 
2739-SGP 2749-V QSP: C.H. Pemberton K6LE 
WILLIAMS, ALBERT S. JR. (Willie/or Bild LOUNER. CIHARLE , " 
p20) RL ‘ : SSF. (Chuck/ ‘ : 
~— —— - DY, DONALD G. (Don/Kat ) 
P.0. Box #2 Mildred) Mildred) MOODY, DONALD Ge n/ hryn t 2758-M 
Wylie, TX 75098 157 Logan St. Dec. 15, 1977 7080 Neri Dr. Jan, 6, 1978 / MOYES, WILLIAM E. (BILL) 
Phone: 214/442-5770 } Bedford, Ohio 44146 La Mesa, CA 92041 / 1793 .N, 1600 hest, Layton, Utah 84041. 
FS: 1937 - Coffeeville, MS(CCC STA)/ Phone: 216/232-2855 Phone: 714/466-2917 t Phone: 801/825-7178. 
WUNT / FS: 1920 - SS City of Erie/wrr FS: 1944 ~ SS James A, Drain/KWXV { Fs: 1966 - Ft. Huachuca, AZ. (Var.) 
AMATEUR: W5IUW/N4AW Join Net? Yes r] AMATEUR: W&RN Join Net? Yes AMATEUR: K4LQ Join Net? Yes AMATEUR: N7IE. Early KN7ZVT. Bill. Join 
QSP: William C. Willmot,784-V j QSP: Ralph C. Polkman,586-SGP QsP: Earl C. Baker, i442-¥ Net - As time permits. QSP: Kenneth V. 
; ee Miller, WR2AKC/6 
27354-V 2740-SGP 2750-M 
BUCKLES, CLYDE NELSON (Sparkey/ { JOUNSON, GILBERT We. (Gi1/X) PERKINS, FRED M. = (Fred/Sheila) 2759-V 
318 BE. Maple St. ze}da) { 1277 forest Glen bran PXSs 20s 1977 3360 Jackson Blvd. Jan. 6, 1978 JRONEY, FRANK E- Jn, (X/Charlotte) 
Independence, KS 67501 { Winnetka, IL 60093 Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33312 71 Pine St. Jan, 19, 1978 
/ 
i 


ee 


Phone: 316/351-0763 Dec. 12, '77 Phone: NF Phone: 305/792-8178 Waverly, NY 14892 
FS: 1942 - SS Oneida/ANAK ; , FS: 1956 - St. Lucia AAFD, (Windward Phone: 607/565-2724 

S: ~ US NGF . 
AMATEUR: WAJUN Join Net? May pene di wane 3977" Fives call? WIAEF Islands) /AFE76 FS: 1946 - AACS-ITAMI AF (Japan) AWUQS 
QSP: QST QsP: NF ; é AMATEUR: K4lQ Join Net? Yes AMATEUR: WZYWK Join Net? Yes 

: QSP: William C. Willmot,784-V QSP: QsT 

2755-V 2741-M 2751-P 2760-P 
MAUGHIN, ALFRED T. (Al/Naomi ) GIBREMEYER, MICHAL HH,  (Mike/X) JONES, RICHARD M._ (Diek/Dec'd) WATSON, WILLIAM R. (Bill/beatrice) 


1022 N.E. Gist. Dec. 8, 1977 
Seattle, WN 98115 

Phone: 206/525-8259 

FS: 1940 - Army Sig Corps/WVD/ 


27204 S.W. 143RD Ave. Jan. 6, 1978 
Naranja, FL 33032 

Phone: 305/245-0999 

FS: 1935 - Yacht Doctor Brinkley/KLQE 


37 N.E. Simpson St. Jan. 20, 1978 
Portiand, OR 97211 

Phone: 503/287-3053 

FS: 1937 - SS Calmar/KOBY 


101 NE 151st. St. Dec. 20, 1977 
North Miami, FL 33162 
Phone: 305/947-7304 


Ce ee 


LE Ee EE TE ee 


WXP FS: 1977 - M/V Zapato Rover/KCDU AMATEUR: W4BTM Join Net? Ye SUR: ; oN Ose 
AMATEUR: W7GIN Alaskan Calls- AMATEUR: K1CW 1977 Firet Call: K1on QsP: NF = a aan, sae ee ee ee 
KL7BZ Join Net? Yes Join Net? Yes 

QSP: NF i «QSP: Ken Stuber, 1852-M ( Continued on Page 23 ) 


“LOVE AND KISSES ON OH, I ALMOST FORGOT... 
YOUR BIRTHDAY." _~ IT'S COLLECT / 


FOLKMAN WBAF 
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New Members - continued 


2761-P 


GLUNT. (Red/tuth) 


10411 Brunswick Ave. Jan. 23, 1978 
Silver Spring, MD 20902 
Phone: 301/933-2497 

FS: USS Texas/NADV 
AMATEUR: W3JZP Join Net? 
QSP: Max M. Jacobson WIDUG 


ELLIOTT I. 


Yes 


2762-P 
WATSON 


15915 River Rd. 
Seneca View 
Poolesville, MD 20837 
FS: 1934 - SS Lemucl Rurrows/WJCS 
AMATEUR: Applied for station. 
Join Net? Yes 

Qs’: E, Allen Freivburger, 2666-V 


Ret 


(Cap'n Jack/Cathy) 
Jan. 23, 1978 


JOUN M. CAPT. 


2763-V 
COPELAND, NATHAN J. (Nate/Marilyn) 


72 Groveside Kd. Jan. 23, 1978 
Portland, ME 04102 

Phone: 207/773-3647 

FS: 1944 - SS Agwistar/WFCR 
AMATEUR: W1O0DA Join Net? Yes 
QSP: William J, Plante 


2764-SGP 
REMPEL, PETER He (Vete/Martha) 


526 Poplar Ave. Jan. 25, 1978 
San Bruno, CA 94066 

Phone: 415/588-1236 

FS: 1921 - Ft. Rosecranz Radio/ 
AMATEUK: WAOINH Join Net? NF 


QSP: Sisto J. Feliz, 329-P 
2765-V 
FREY, _JOUN A. (X/ttuby) 


9406 Babcock Bivd, Jan. 25, 1978 
Allison Park, PA 15101 
Phone: Bus. 412/433-6690 

Home: 412/366-3089 
FS: 1943 - USS Heermann/NAXQ 
AMATEUR: W3ESU Join Net? Yes 
QSP; George T. Reed, 1181-¥ 


2766-V 
GODSEY , GENE A. (X/Shirley) 
114 Louise Jan. 25, 2978 


Topeka, KS 66606 

Phone: 913/235-3294 

FS: 1943 - US Army-European Theatre/ 
Mil/VAR 

AMATEUR: KWBXY “Join Net? NF 

QSP: John N. Elwood 

_—_— OO rar 
2767-P 

RICHARDS | ROBERT {Dick/Jo) 


12655 Fiori Lane Jan. 26, 1978 
Sebastopol, CA 95472 

Phone: 707/823-3690 

FS: 1924 - RCA-NY/VArious 
AMATEUR: W6NBZ Join Net? NF 
QSP: Bob Shrader 


2768-P 
ELDRED, MILTON W. (Milt/Renate) 


9960 SW 11th Terrace Jan. 28, 1978 
Miami, FL 33174 

Phone: 305/221-0956 

FS: 1937 - Pan AM (Miami, FL)/WKOC 
AMATEUR: K4UZR Join Net? Yes 

QsP: C.J. Bolvin,2716-P 


2769-P 

HAMBLEN | JOUN WILLIAM (X/Betty Lou) 
7434 Oakcrest Ln, Jan. 29, 1978 
Clarksville, MD 21029 

Phone; 301/725-5674 

FS: 1938 - Scott Pield(AAC) /AvYV 
AMATEMR: W3TZ 1968 Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Joh Elwood 


2770- 
ANTILLA, ARVIN Fe 


15705 110th Ave, East 
Puyallup, WA 98571 
Poone;: 206/848-1008 
FS: 1936 - SS Cletus Schneider/KMEO 
AMATEUR: W7FJ 1968 Join Net? NF 
QSP;: Jon Elwood 


(Art/Evelya) 
Jan, 28, 1978 


2771-" 


OBLAK, MILOS (Mil/*) 

Zoletova 5 Jan, 30, 1978 
Ljubljana 61000 Yugoslavia 

Phone: NF 

FS: 1970 - M/V Portoro*/YTO.J 

AMATEUR: YU3JEO 1969 First Call: YUMNLS 
Join Net? NF 

QSP: Lawrence L. Leminski, 1211-V 


2772-M 
(x/*) 
Jan, 30, 1978 


SIEBERT, RALPIL G. 
B4-A Bank St, 
Narwachport, MA 02646 
Phone: 617/432-0556 
FS: 1977 Chathamvudio/¥CC 
AMATEUR: KITV 1977 Kirst Cal): 
1959 Join Net? Yes 

QSP: Melvin J. Oliver A Lil. Baumlin. 


KOUQJ- 


2773-P 
MONKOF, W._MADISON (X/Thelma) 


P.O, Nox 1243 

Port Arthur, TX 77640 
Phone: 713/982-2975 & 318/659-4675 
FS: 1927- SS Gul fmaid/KUB 

AMATEUR: None 

QsP: Eric D. Coburn, 704-SGP 


Jan. 31, 1978 


2774-M 
ZASTROW JERRY (X/Tamra) 
614 W.9th Sst. Jan. 31, 1978 


Sioux Falls, SD 57101 

Phone: 605/332-2128 

FS: 1954 - Ft. Sill, OK/KSUSA 
AMATEUR: WAGFS Join Net? Yes 
QSP: QSi 


2775-SGP 


ALLISON, CLIFFOKD M. Feb. 4, 1978 

15 Hobson St, (CLif£f£/Roma) 
Sandringham 3191 Victoria 

Australia 

Phone: 03/598-3371 

FS: 1923 - SS Boonah/VJQ 

AMATEUR VK3AZC 1976 First Call: VKJAO 
1936 Join Net? No 

QSP: Jack M. Joughin,2516-sGP 
————————— 
2776-V 


GILMORE, ARNOLD R., (Gil/Margaret T.) 
43 Fenelon Road Feb. 6, 1978 
Framingham, MA 01701 

Phone: 617/872-5888 

FS: 1947 - SS Francis J. O'Gara/ANZT 
AMATEUR: W1IRYW Join Net? Yes 

QSP: John Elwood, 396-¥ 
OS 


2777-V 


ROWERTS RICHARD A. (Dick/Esther) 
2219 E. High St. , Feb. 6, 1978 
Springfield, Ohio 45505 

Phone: 513/322-7118 

FS: USN/NAJ 
Amateur: WIBSNIt 
QSP: QsT 


Join Net? NF 


2778-1" 


THUAN, HOWARD I. 


Nt. #2 ox 298 
Albany, OR 97321 
FS: 1929 SS Otsego WIG 

AMATIUR: W7SO 1925 Join Net? NF 
QsP; Albert th. Miller (Joli Peel) 


24/9- 


(X/June) 
Feb. 6, 1978 


GOULN, TOWARD Ww. = (X/Jane) 
2208 SW 57th St. Feb, 6, 1978 


Oklahoma City, OK 73119 

Phone: 405/685-1805 

FS: 1936 - USS Detroit/NISP 

AMATEUR: W5CG 1976 First Call: WOUPP '39 
Join Net? Yes 

QsP: Jolin Elwood 


2780-M 


WRIGHT, JOUN EB. Wt. (X/Kathleen) 


Box 445 NSGA Adak, AK Feb, 8, 1978 
FPO Seattle, WA 98777 

Phone: None 

FS: 1968 US NAVRADSTA "T" Cutler/NAA* 
*Old call for Arlinyton, VA 

AMATEUN: None 

QSP: Roland ¥. Beatty Jr., 2045-M 


2781-P 
JORDAN . RICHARD 1. (Dick/Edna) 
3118 Cofer Rd, Feb. 11, 1978 
Falls Church, VA 22003 

Phone 703/JE4-1990 

FS: 1936 - SS Tristan/KLBJ 
AMATEUR: W4UM Join Net? No 

QsP: E.D,. Redington, 1457-SGP 


2782-V 


O'MALTA, JONUN A. (X/ielen) 

1211 Old Esquimalt Rd, Feb. 12, 197! 
Victoria, B.C. Canada V9A 4X7 

Phone: 604/385-6801 

FS: 1947 - SS Mastodon/VYCW 

AMATEUR: VEFKO 1947 Join Net? Nr 

QSP;: Bory Haagensen 


oS 
2783-V 

CETTLE, HOWAND F. (X%/Doris) 

911 Kdna Ct. Feb, 14, 1978 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928 

Phone: 707/527-8001 

FS: 1942 - USCG RAUSTA SF/NMC 

AMATEUR: None 

QSP: William C. Willmot 
ne 


2784-scP 
JNLY, CUUSTER C. (X/Helen) 
916 Silva Ave. Yeb, 15, 1978 


Santa Rosa, CA 95404 
Phoue: 707/542-9488 

FS: 1920 - USN RADSTA/NAX 
AMATRUL: None 

QsP: Wm. 


A. Dreniman 


2785-V 
CONLY (VT/Flsie) 


Fob, 15, 1978 


HALMH AL 


| 


12521 Henrietta Ave. 
Sumyvate, CA 94086 
Phone: 408/245-0747 
FS: 1940 - Pan-AM/Var ious 

AMATHINC: NOVT 1977 First Call: WIKIF 
Join Net? Possibly 

OSP: C. HNolvin,2716-P 


2756-M 
GENTE EMER, 


GGBS Alkine Rd, 
Galloway, Ohio 43119 


KENNETILE. (X/Mar joric) 


Feb. 16, 1978 


FS: 1951 - USNS Gen. MeL. Henry/NSQK 
AMATENK: WEGGX 1976 Join Net? Yos 
Qsp: QST 


+787-ScP 


CURRIE, ALICK i. 


13467 County Nd, 
Bayfield, CO B1122 
Phone: 6O2/KBA-2707 


Desert Dawn Estates 
9111 E. Eleanor Ave. 
Musa, AZ 45208 

FS: 1923 - USS Seattle/VAPG 
AMATEUR: None 

Qs: Ball Breniman 


(x/*) 


¥eb. 17, 1978 
(Summer Address) 


(Winter Address) 


2788-V 
POULIN LAHHENCE A. 


49 Pervy Ave, 
Middletown, KI O2840 
Phone: 4OL/h4G6- 4283 
FS: 1941 - USS Nevada/NAUD 
AMATRUR: WIZYH Coin Not? Yes 
Qsr: Jim Curtain 


(Larry/*) 
Feb. 17, 1978 


2789-V 
McCOLLUM, WILLIAM E. (Mac/) 


402 W. Caron 
Phoenix, AZ 85021 
Phone: 602/944-7026 


Feb. 17, 1978 
FS: 1942 - AAC (Kelly Field) WYG 
AMATEUR: W5MFY Join Net? Not now 
QSP: John Elwood 
| 
| 


2790-V 
(John/Virginia) 
Feb. 18, 1978 


NAUGHRIGIT, JOUN F. 
120 Bantley Rd. 

Long Valley, NJ 07853 
Phone: 201/876-3311 
FS: 1942 - USS Big Horn 
AMATEUR: W2DGE Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Ec. G. Raser,35-SGP 


2791-M 

672 S. Walnut St, 
Pittsficld, IL 62363 
Phone: 217-285-6640 
FS: 1958 ILL. State Police Rdo -Rock 
Tsland/KSBGO 

AMATEUR: NOIL 1977 First Call: W9ZJC 
Join Net? NF 

QSP: 0.T. Harrison & George Taylor 


(Bill/Dorothy) 
Fob. 2O, 1978 


2792-M 
HARRIS, F. DAVID (Dave/Grace) 


Fast Ilall, University of tlartford, 
200 Hloomfield Ave. 

West ilartford, CT 06117 

Phone: 203/243-4747 Feb. 22, 1978 
FS: 1967 - USNS Timber Hitch/NTIY 
AMATEUR: None 

QsP: Sparks Journal 


2793-¥ 

BURDSALL, NERNAI I. (Nernie/Margaret) 
25 Mohawk Place Fob. 23, 1978 
Kingston, Ontario Canada K7M 3K5 
Phone: 613/544-4458 

¥S; 1943 #9 Advanced Flying Unit R.A.¥. 
U.K. /NA 

AMATEUR: VE3ND 1972 First Call: G2DKW 
Join Net? Later 

ase: C.W. "Bill" tushell,2149-V 


2794-¥ 


SUARPE HAROLD (X/Mary) 


Shore Ruad RWI Feb. 23, 1978 
Kingston, Ontario Canada K7L 4V1 

Phone: 613/546-4780 

¥S: 1940 Loyal Regt./Var 

AMATEUR: VE3CLII 1958 Join Net? N¥ 
QSP: C.W. "Nill" Bushell, 2149-V 
SE 


2795-V 
RASMUSSEN, THOR (X/Berit) 


Schaanings Gate Feb. 23, 1978 
3700 Skien, Norway 

Phone: 035/23654 

FS: 1942 SS Brisk 

AMATEUR LA7XD 1948 Join Net? Yes 


QSP: G.E, Schultis 1671-P 


2796-P 
(X/Mary) 
Feb, 23, 1978 


BOND, CLYNE Me 
340 Cadella Dr, 
Reno, NV 89511 
Phone: 702/826-1503 

FS: 1930 - USFS Teal /KTDVE 

AMATEUR: W7RA 1961 First Call: W7EJ '25 
Join Net? Later 

QSP: John F, DeBardelebon, 708-P 


279ORV 


HEADLE WILLIAM (Bill/*) 

122 Narvard St. Security Feb. 23, ‘78 
Colorado Sorings, CO 6091) 

Phone; 303/392-9779 

FS: 1949 - USA Mirakojina(Rrukru 
Islands/Classificd 

AMATEUR: WAKO Join Net? Yes 

QSP: QST 


2798-V 
Feb. 27, 1978 
(X/Barvara) 


ES 
8019 37th Ave. NE 
Seattle, WA 98115 
Phone: 206/524-2641 

FS: 1940 - US Army Signal Corps-Seattle 
wvD 

AMATEUR: W7ITJ 1971 First Call W7GJW ‘3 
Join Net? Yes 

QSP: Geo. A. Onsum,474-SGP 


2799-P 
JACOUSEN, ALIRED Ma (Jake/Lois) 


10116 Mack Island Rd. kt, 1 

Grass Lake, MI 49240 Feb. 28, 1978 
Phone: 517/522-8030 

FS: 1930 - SS A.A. #3/WDCN 

AMATEUR: WIHBYPA 1978 First Call: WNBMED 
Join Net? Yes 

QSP: Geo. P. lonold, 883-scP 


2800-M 
WELLING, DONALD R- (Don/Pauline) 


36 Sherwood Dr. March 1, 1978 
St. John, NN Canada B2I 36 

Phone: 906/696-2913 

¥S: 1957 - Goose Ilay Marine Aeradio 
Stu. /VAZ/VEZ 

AMATUUR: VEIWE 1978 First Call VORAW 
Join Net? KY 

QsP: Walter P, Lernadyn, 1882-V 


zioi-v 
VANOAS . JOUN F. (x/*) 


49 VWairview Ave, 
Park Ridge, NJ 07656 
Phone: 201/391-3793 
PS: 1944 = SS William Moultvic/KEWZ 
AMATEUR: W2ULO 

Join Nec? Reyucstod more jnfe 

QSP: Robert Abernethy, 1991-V 
oe-_e-e-~o_--------— - OS 
who2-V 


March 2, 1978 


PEANCE, MELVIN A (Me1/Louisa) 
4891 Deaconsficld Ave, Mar. 2, 1978 
Montreal, Que. Canada H3X 3R7 
Phone: 514/486-3389 

FS: 1940 - IMCS Assiniboine/VGKX 
AMATEUR: VE2ZAMP 1930 Join Net? Yos 
QSP: R. Kappert,1213-V 


( Continued to Page 25 ) 
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Heinrich Hertz James Clerk Maxwell! 


Historical Paper 


Andre Marie Ampere 


Amos Dolbear 


Oho Should Be Ftonored ? 


For essentially a century the question of who should be given credit for pro- 
viding us with wireless (radio) has been argued. It is still, today, 4 soot 
question. 


Such records as exist indicate that in all probability the first person to pre- 
dict such « thing as wireless was 4 Munich professor, C. A. Steinheil who in 
1837 stated publicly that such @# thing as "wireless communication will soon be 
possible". In the minds of his associates, this pronouncement seemed utterly 
impossible of ever being accomplished. As a result, they seriously questioned 
his sanity quite publicly! Professor Steinheil never did indicate just how he 
thought that this communication might be accomplished. 


Somewhat over one hundred years ago in 1865, a brilliant mathematical physicist 
of Scotch ancestry by the name of James Clerk Maxwell gave to the world his 
electromagnetic theory. His analysis led him to the conclusion that electrical 
impulses travelled through space in the form of electromagnetic wavea in the 
same manner, and with the same velocity as light. 


It would most certainly seem that this was the egg from which wireless was 
hatched. However, Maxwell himself entertained no such ideas. 


Following upon the heels of Maxwell's disclosures in time, Dr. Mahlon Loomis, 4 
dentist in Washington, D.C. became interested in wireless and began experinment- 
ing with electricity. 


His first bid for fame was « patent granted hia in 1854 for the manufacture of 
dental plates known as, “Loomis False Teeth Plates". 


Educationally he had no eathematical background and was completely incapable of 
understanding the profound mathematics expounded by Maxwell in his treatise on 
electromagnetic waves. Considerable doubt exists that he ever even heard of 
Maxwell. 


However, in 1866 he indicated that he had been able to tranesit signals between 
two mountain ridges 14 miles apart. In this experiment his antenna was essent~ 
ially a kite flown with copper wire instead of « string. The lower end of the 
wire was connected to ground through a galvanometer (the forerunner of our 
present day ameter) for his receiver. 


At a distant point a similar kite and wire were flown and the lower end of this 
wire was connected to ground through a switch used as a key. Or. Loomis explic- 
itly stated that the transmitter had no batteries of any kind connected to it. 


As @any of you know and have experienced, an elevated wire such as an antenna 
can, when left unconnected, build up quite a ‘shocking’ static charge! The 
system described by Dr. Loomis depends for its operation upon electrostatic 
induction. 


On the 22nd of May 1872, following some briefly conducted experiments in the 
Blue Ridge mountains, exhibiting but a modicum of success, Dr. Loomis requested 
of Congress an appropriation of $50,000.00 to pursue his investigations. Con- 
gress denied the request. 


On the 30th of July 1872 Dr. Loomis was granted a U.S. Patent #129,97T> The 
essential part of the letters patent indicated, ".....The utilization of NATURAL 
ELECTRICITY.....by suitable conductors......relying upon the disturbance pro- 
duced in the two electro-opposite bodies of earth and atsosphere producing 
communication WITHOUT AN ARTIFICIAL BATTERY OR THE FURTHER USE OF WIRES OR 
CABLES TO CONNECT THE OPERATING STATIONS". (Caps mine in the above quotation), 


This was accompanied by a drawing illustrating his idea of how the atmosphere 
would produce a signal at the receiver and was supposed to show how signals 
were transmitted. It.was on the basis of this pictorial illustration that the 
patent was granted to Dr. Loomis. 


Following this, he dropped the ides and did not pursue it further. No practical 
workable system ever came out of his ideas, nor was any practical telegraphic 
demonstration ever forthcoming. 


An Aperican physics teacher, Amos Exerson Dolbear read « paper before the Society 
of Telegraph Engineers and Electricains in London on the 23rd of March 1882. 
The subject of his paper was "The Development of a New Telephone System". 


In his desonstration he connected one side of « condenser microphone to ground 
through a battery. The other side of the microphone he connected to an elevated 
wire, Setween ground and another elevated wire parallel to and not so far from 
the first wire, was connected « telephone receiver. Speech impinging upon the 
microphone could be heard in the telephone receiver, 


Michael Faraday 


FO Oe 


By Professor Herbert J. Scott 


Here the operation has the earmarks of sagnetic induction between two wires in 
contrast to electromagnetic radiation. 


In 1882 « patent was issued to Dolbear on his system. In a matter of speaking, 
one wight almost consider Dolbear's system to be a forerunner of our present day 


radio telephony which, however, did not appear in a practical sense for several 
decades. 


There seems to-be considerable doubt as whether or not Dolbear had ever heard of 
Maxwell and his work. No further progress towards « practical, workable system 
ever came of his demonstration. 


On « farm near Murray, Kentucky in 1885, a telephone employee, Nathan Stubble- 
field, gave a public demonstration of what he called "Wireless Voice Trans- 
mission". This he accomplished by driving two metallic rods into the earth a 
number of feet apart. A telephone receiver was connected between the two rods. 
At 4 modest distance away, two similar rods were driven into the earth and a 
microphone in series with a battery was connected between them. Speech directed 
into the microphone was heard in the telephone receiver. Later tests were con- 
ducted between two rods driven into a river bank, and two wires trailing behind 
a boat off shore showing similar results. 


Elated by these results, Stubblefield claimed ability to send messages by his 
aystem through the earth, the water, or the air, to ANY POINT on earth! This 
waa never carried out or demonstrated in any further manner. 


Stubblefield's system depends for its operation upon ohmic conduction, and not 
at all upon electromagnetic radiation. Operation over any large distances 
siaply would not be practicable. This wae a far cry from the broadcasting of 
radio signals as we know it today! 


Heinrich Hertz, @ young German physicist became interested in Maxwell's predict- 
ions indicating the possibility of electomagnetic radiations of wavelengths such 
greater than those of light Dut having the same characteristica of propagation. 
To demonstrate Maxwell's theory, Hertz set up some laboratory experiments in 
1887 in the hopes that such waves did, in fact exist, and that they behaved like 
light waves. 


Hertz succeeded in transmitting electromagnetic waves across his small laboratory 
and was able to demonstrate with his experiments that these waves did exist and 
that they did obey the laws of physical optica thereby confirming Maxwell's 
theory. 


Being an experioental physicist by nature and training, and having succeeded in 
his experiments to his own satisfaction, Hertz was not interested in pursuing 

the subject further. In fact, he commented sometime later to a colleague that he 
saw no future for electromagnetic waves beyond the laboratory! 


However, these Hertzian Waves as they became known, aroused the interest of 
experimenters in many parts of the world. 


In a brief magazine article in 1892 Sir William Crookes made the prediction that 
Hertzian waves might be used someday for telegraphic communication through space. 
However, no suggestion as to how this might be accomplished was forthcoming from 
hia. 


Sir Oliver Lodge received his Doctor of Science degree from the Royal College of 
science in 1877. By 1681 he had been advanced to the rank of professor at Uni- 
versity College in Liverpool. He was barely nosed out by Hertz in the discovery 
of electromagnetic radiation. 


The coherer was named by Lodge. He was the first one to suggest that the coherer 
developed by Branly might be used as a detector of electomagnetic radiations. 
This he demonstrated in 1894. 


Lodge, while working with Marconi sometime later, developed the principles of 
tuning (resonating) wireless circuits, thereby making it possible to operate on 
@ specific wavelength. 


Aleksandr Stepanovich Popov was « teacher of electrical éngineering and physics 
at the Naval College at Kronstadt. In 1894 his interest had been stirred by a 
lecture given by Sir Oliver Lodge describing the work of Heinrich Hertz. 


Popov immediately began experimenting with coherers in studies he was pursuing 
in connection with the prediction of thunder storms by wireless. Following these 
investigations, Popov published « paper in January 1896 indicating his belief 


(Continued to Page 25) 


Georg Simon Ohm 


Mahlon Loomis 
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that his apparatus IF PERFECTED could be used for the reception of signals over 
a distance without wires PROVIDED a suitable transmitter COULD BE BUILT. In 
this paper he presented a diagram and a general description of a receiver for 
wireless signals embracing the coherer. This antedated Marconi's first publi- 
Cation. Nothing more was forthcoming. 


The disclosure in this paper is the basis for the claims made by the U.5.5.R. 
that Popov “invented wireless". 


Unfortunately Popov was so involved with his teaching duties that he never did 
follow through on any ideas he might have had and consequently dropped the sub<- 
ject. 


After reading the article by Crookes suggesting the possibility of using electro- 
magnetic waves for telegraphy at 4 distance, the interest of # young 18 year old 
lad was aroused. He then and there made it his life's goal to perfect and estab- 
lish a SYSTEM of wireless communication of worldwide extent, on land as well as 
on seal 


This young man was Guiglielmo Marconi. Born of an Italian father and an Irish 
mother in Bologna, Italy in 1874, he was educated at Leghorn University and at 
the University of Bologna.. Here he studied what was then called the Science of 
Electricity. 


Encouraged in his ambitions by the experiments of Hertz, he decided to carry out 
some experiments of his ow, These were conducted on his father's farm and in 
these experiments he replaced the dipole radiating systema of Hertz by an elevated 
wire and ground. Between these he connected his transmitter. At his receiver he 
used the same sort of elevated wire, which he called an antenna, and ground. 


Having studied Branly"s coherer and improved upon it, he followed the suggestion 
of Lodge and used it as his detecting device. 

Marconi's first transmission took place in 1895 and extended over a distance of 
a little less than two miles. Following thia in 1896, when he was 22 years old, 
Marconi took his equipment to England. There the British government witnessed 
a demonstration of his equipment after which they issued him « patent for his 
system of wireless telegraphy. 


The following year the British Marconi Company was formed with 2) year old Mar- 
coni as its chief engineer! In these early days Marconi was materially helped 
by Lodge who, as we indicated earlier, developed the idea of tuned circuits. 
This made it possible for operations to be carried out on « specified wave~ 
length. 


The United States Navy invited Marconi to come to thia country in 1899 in order 
to demonstrate his system. He responded and his wireless was installed on the 
battleships Massachusetts and New York. In the resulting tests communications 
were carried out between the two ships over a distance of 36 wiles. 


One of Marconi's dreams was to someday bridge the Atlantic Ocean with wireless 
waves. To attempt this Herculean effort ~ and many acientists were convinced 
that it could never be done ~ Marconi set up @ tranamitter at Poldhu, 4 tiny 
place on the Cornwall coast of England, not far from Lizard Head. The receiving 
station was located on the frigid and windswept coast of Newfoundland at St. 
Johns. 


On Thursday the 12th of December 1901, the first wireless signal, the letter 
"S" was tranamitted across the Atlantic. This signal was again received the 
next day at the prearranged time. It is interesting to note that while the 
scientists of the day had insisted that such a transmission was utterly impos- 
sible because the rays emitted from the transmitter travelled in straight lines 
and that Poldhu to New Foundland was away around the curvature of the earth, yet 
the transmission did take place. It must be remembered, however, that the 
Heaviside Layer and its effect on radio transmission was completely unknown at 
thia tise. 


Following the trans-Atlantic transmission the commercial development of wire- 
less proceeded at a rapid pace both ashore and aboard ship. 


During his lifetime Marconi was the recipient of many honors. He was knighted 
by the [talian Government in 1997, awarded the Nobel prize in physics jointly 
with Professor Braun in 1909. The title of Marquis was bestowed upon hie by 
the Italians Goverment in 1929. In addition te these he received many other 
honorary tities and degrees. Guiglielmo Marconi died in Rome on the 20th day 
of July 1937 at the age of 63. 


Looming on the early horizon was another contender for recognition in the wire- 
less arena, one Nikola Tesla. His many accomplishments in the electrical field 
and his great contributions to the welfare of mankind are well known today. 


Tesla was a Serbian who came to these shores as a 28 year old immigrant in 1884, 
Four years later he presented « paper on a “New System of Alternate Current 
Motors and Transforwers". As a result of hia concept of the rotating magnetic 
field he invented the a-c motor, the a-c generator, and he also gave us the 
polyphase system of:a-c power distribution. This we know today as our three- 
phase system in this country. 


It was about 1889 that he became interested in alternating currents in the radio 
frequency spectrum. An outstanding development in this area was the radio 
frequency resonant transformer, more popularly known as the "Tesla Coil". 


Tesla suggested the possibility of wireless telegraphy in 1892 but unfortunately 
hike Professor Steinheil in 1837 who made the same suggestion, he never did 
develoo any equipment to consummate his suggestion. 


Later in 109%, having become interested in remote control by this time, he 
demontrated a model ship controlled by wireless. From remote control he went on 
to become interested and to work on a system for the tranamission through the 
earth by wirelesa of large amounts of power. This, however, he never brought 
into fruition. After this he showed little further interest in wireless. 


Tesla was 4 man with 4 remarkably active mind, an inventive mind. He was re- 
ferred to by some as 4 genius and by others as a near-genius. He had the faci- 
lity of spewing out ideas at random Like pellets from a shotgun. Some hit the 
target and were successful and some missed the target completely and resulted 
in naught. 


Society, world wide, is indebted to Nikola Tesla for much. We would very likely 
not have many of the labor saving devices we have today were it not for him, 


Tesla and Edison became bitter enemies over their respective ideas about elec- 
tric power transmission and utilization. Edison favored d-c power and d-c 
distribution; Tesla on the other hand favored the much more economic a-c power 
and a-c distribution. This feud carried on for a long time and in 1912 the 
Nobel prize in physics was awarded jointly to both Edison and Tesla. At this 
Tesla flew into a gigantic rage and utterly refiised to accept it if he had to 
share it with Edison. 


In his declining years Tesla became a lonely recluse and was regarded by many as 
4 man of mystery. He never married. Tesla died at the age of 87 on 7 January 
1943. At his death he was penniless and alone. 


Another but later claimant for recognition in the field of wireless is the 
Reverend Father Joseph Murgas. He has been disignated by the Wilkes-Barre news- 
papers as the "Father of Radio’ and the "'Pirst and Foremost Inventor of Wire- 
less Telegraphy". He has also been indicated by them as the “Oldest Operator of 
All Time", 


Father Murgas received a patent on his system in May 1904. This places him as 
somewhat of a Johnny-come-lately in the scheme of things (it would seem. With 
his system he transmitted a message from Wilkes-Barre to Scranton something of 
the order of 16 miles. 


Careful examination of his patent shows his system to be an equi-time system 
wherein the characters of the code corresponding to dots and dashes are all dots 
of equal time duration. The differentiation comes about through the characters 


representing dots of one audio tone and the characters corresponding dashes were 
of a different audio frequency. 


They were then translated at the receiver. 
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2810-¥ 
GOOTMIN, MARTIN B. DR. March 6, 1978 


1001 Pile St. 
P.O. Drawer 1628 
Clovis, NM 88101 
Phone: Home: 505/763-6880 

Office: 505/763-3493 
FS: 1941 - Gooso Bay Cannery, B.C./ 
VY8V- Join Net? Yes 
AMATEUR: W5YQ 1971 First Call ves5ur '3¢ 
QSP; Richard A. Milferty, & Sparks 


(Doc/Bette-Jane) 


GT MEMBERS 


Journal 
--eeeer—r—rr—————osX—voxXvxXxX—— Oe eee 
aa 2811-sGP 
-P 
3 LEIGHTON, LEER. March 6, 1978 
SCHOLES, MAVID (Dave/*) 


3610 Lighthouse Dr. (Lee/Audrey) 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410 

Phone: 305/626-5711 

FS: 1917 SS El Cid(So. Pacific S.S. CO 
KKT 

AMATEUR: K4AY 1976 First Call: 2AKR 
Join Net? NF 

QsP: N.L. Brotzman 


1431 Marrop Rd. March 3, 1978 

Victoria, B.C. Canada V8P 2s5 

Phone: 604/477-3563 

FS: 1932 - Royal Canadian Corps of Si¢ 

nals Dist. #11/9CIT | 
t 
i 
3 


AMATEUR: VE7DY Join Net? Not yet. 
QSP: A. Len Polack 


2804-P 2812-P 


CONRAD, JOIN I. (Johnny/Doreathea) 
1041 South 158th Mirch 9, 1978 
Seattle, WA 98148 

Phone: 206/243-6907 

FS: 1929 - Tug Foss #21/KGAX 
AMATEUR: WB7RNX '77 First Call: K7BU 
Join Net? Yos 

QSP: Jerry Whittaker 


HILL, JESS 0. (X/Eowna ) 


3864 Enos Ave. March 3, 1978 
Oakland, CA 94619 

Phone: 415/531-4886 

FS: 1932 = SS Arctic AIQ&M 
AMATEUR: WG6BFU 1928 Join Net? Yes 
QSP: John N. Elwood 


2805-V 
HADPORD 


2813-M 

THOMAS, JOSEP L. (Dud/Pat) 
P.O. Box 107 March 10, 1978 
C/O FPO Seattle, WA 98790 
Phone: 907/487-4375 

FS: 1963 ~ USCGC Abescon/NBNP 
AMATEUR: WALJOO 1974 

Join Ket? NF 


ARTHUR D. (Art/Margaret) 


214 Chestnut St. March 3, 1978 
Duxbury, MA 02332 

Phones 617/934-2756 

FS; 1943 SS Covalt/KIGY 

AMATEUR: W1DQ@K 1956 First Call: W20QK 
Join Net? Yes 


SOS: Oct. 22, 19453 SS Peregrine White, 


KYNV QsP: KP 
QsP: QsT 
2814-M 
2806-P 
CHAMBERS, WILLIAM EB.  (Bil1/*) ZULTON, JOHN R, (X/Bdith) 


AAFES ~ Berlin 

APO NY 09742 

Phone: 030/773-4360 
FS: USA-SC (Herlin) 
AMATEUR; None 

QSP: Ralph Siebert ,2772-m 


P.O. Box G06 March 11, 1978 


Sultan, WA 98294 

Phone: 206/793-2591 

FS: 1937 - SS Yukon/WCCZ 

AMATEUR: W7BYK 1932 Join Net? NF 
QSP; George A. Onsum 


March 6, 1978 


2815-V 
WILSON, ALAN Ii (Al /Georgina) 


2221 Kinross Ave. March 6, 1978 
Victoria, B.C. Canada VBR 2N4 


GANRIEL, WENRY (Hank/Caroline) 


572 NW Darnielle St. March 11, 1978 
Hillsboro, OR 97123 


Phone: NF Phone: 503/648-9832 

PS: 1941 - Shediac, N.1./VPU FS: 1941 RO/D17 USAF (Geiger Field) 
AMATIUR: VE7AXW Join Net? Yes AMATEUR: W7IQJ *957 Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Johu N. Elwood QSP: Thomas V. Haygarth,1923-P 
2808 -)" 2816-V 

ALCOX, TOSEPIL UM. = (Joc Alelen) PCHENY, JOUN  (X/Dorothy) 

st — 

1020 Lrinsom Court Mareh 6, 1978 226 Marshall Dr. March 12, 1978 
Redding, CA 96001 Fort Walton Boh. FL 32548 

Mhone: 916/243-8494 Phone: 904/242-8401 


FS: 1920 - USS Detroit/NISP 
AMATEUR: KGPJF 1955 Join Net? You 
Qs: Harry He. Plumeau, 1747-P 


FS: 1941 - US Army/Classified 
AMATEUR: W4VXV First Call: WIJNE '35 
Join Net? NF 

QSP: John Elwood 

2809-SGP 


SAYRE. ALDERT CERALD Mar. 6, 1978 
104 East High St. (Gerry/Iva) 
Box 462 

Milton, WI 53563 

Phone: 608/868-2192 

Fs: 1918 - USS Illinois/NHO 


2817-V 

ZUZULA | JOUN J. (Jack/Marion) 
P.O. Box 430 March 13, 1978 
Sackets Harbor, NY 13685 

Phone: 315/646-3683 

FS: 1944 Kwajalein Atoli/Var-Mil 
AMATEUR: WOMG 1978 Join Net? NF AMATEUR: K2GWN 1955 Join Net? Yes 
QSP: John N. Elwood QSP: QST 


NEW MEMBERS - turn to Page = 30. 
Associates and Silent Keys also recorded Page 30. ) 


Listing of Technical 


It is hard to justify hia title of Father of Radio unless the designation is in 
deference to his religious title of Father. Nor can one really subscribe to the 
claim that he was the First and Foremost Inventor of wireless. As witness, 
Marconi's equipment was installed aboard the American Liner St. Paul in 1899 
and in this year the ship communicated with the wirelesa station on the Isle of 
Wight some 60 miles away. This was five years prior to Father Murgas' patent! 
He was 10 years older than Marconi. Perhaps this is the basis of the claim of 
Seeing the Oldest Operator of All Time! 


Each of the previously named wen have been put forward at one time or another as 
the inventor of wireless. It must be remembered that in any area of endeavor it 
Nas always been important to be at the right place at the right time. Every 
school boy knows that Lief Ericson set foot on this continent centuries before 
Christopher Columbus. Yet Columbus is credited with having discovered America. 
Columbus just happened to be in the right place at the right time. So in a some- 
what analogous manner it might be said that wireless has its Lief Ericsons and 
its Columbuses,. 


{t ia not for me to say who did or who did not invent wireless - if any ONE did. 
You have the story of the people involved and who worked in the area. You now 
may be the judge #3 to whom the credit should go. 


Many years ago Sir Walter Scott in his "Lay of the Laat Minstrel" expressed the 
situation most fluently by saying: 


"I cannot tell how the truth may be; 
I say the tale as ‘twas told to me." 


In rendering your decision it might be helpful to keep in mind the words of a 
collaborator of Edison's, a Dr. George M. Beard when he spoke on the subject of 
to whom the honor of a scientific discovery should be credited. He stated, "...+ 
The honor belongs not to him who first sees a thing, but to him who first sees it 
with expert eyes; not to him who drops an original suggestion, but to him who 
first makes that suggestion fruitful of results...+++-If to see with the eyes « 
phenomenon is to discover the law of which that phenomenor is a part, then every 
schoolboy who, before the time of Newton, saw an apple fall, was a discoverer of 
the law of gravitation.c.s.." 


I must leave you now to your cogitations. Should you find yourself on the horns 


of a dilomms, be assured that [ am also. 


COUN Jaa ea EN en 
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HAMMING AT SEA Summary of Slop-Chest items 


(Continued from P-15 - Maclaren) 


be heard on the ham bands during our next 
voyage -- there would be a lot of K's and 
W's wondering wh' hoppen' to Doc and 
Jock. 


The solution of this dark hour came fram an 
unexpected quarter. it was solved by my 
XYL, who almost as soon as | arrived home 
said with that maddeningly simple logic of 
the fernale creature: "Weil, why don't you 
take your Viking Ranger on board the "Del 
Mar" next trip, Jock? Than you and Doctor 
Hawkins can still go on the airand..." 


This wifely suggestion resulted in the birth 
of WSFGO/MM. On the following Thursday, 
our sailing-day, | cradled my Ranger into 
my arms and carried it up the "Del Mar's" 
gangplank to the accompaniment of various 
wise-guy remarks such as, "Say, what you 
got there, Sperks, a radio?" | told them, 
of course, they were crazy - it was a lawn 
mower. 


The "Del Mar" sailed at 3p.m. and! went 
on duty in the ship's Radio Office as we 
headed down the Mississippi River bound for 
our first port of call, St. Thomas, in the 
Virgin Islands. After the rush and bustle of 
sailing, the six crowded days of our stay in 
New Orleans (there is never sufficient time 
to do all the things we want to do!), neither 
the Doc nor | felt like going on the air. 


The next day, however, we perched the Ranger 
on top of the Doc's 75A1 receiver and ! pro- 
ceeded to manipulate the various contro! knobs. 
The Ranger loaded easily into our Rube Gold- 
berg antenna and, as the Doc was wont to say, 
we were in business again. The first contect 
was made by Doc on 10-meter ‘phone with 
K6GLC, Jim, in Rialto, California, who, if he 
ever reads this, will leam he was a "first" with 
WS5FGO/MM. This was especially interesting 
to me, as | had had little luck with my Ranger 
from my home QTH (Gretna, La.) on "phone 
with the Ranger. |! had, however, replacedes 
faulty coupling condenser, which may heave 
made the difference! 


At 5.30 that afternoon | tried out the Ranger on 
15-meter CW and got a 559 signa! report from 
WBHAO, Bill, up in Davenport, lowa. Then 
W58VF, In Galveston, Texas, called me, and 
| had to explain the why-and-wherefore of the 
"Del Mar's" amateur call-signal change from 
KZOLC/MM to WSFGO/MM -- this | was to do 
many times during the ensuing voyage. 


Meanwhile, the "Del Mar's" would-be ame- 
teurs had dwindled to one stubborn candidate, 
our Chief Officer, Wiley West, whom the Doc 
had already introduced to the mysteries of Radio 
Fundamentals and was diligently practicing the 
dots-and-dashes. Bill Sistrunk, by the way, 
had taken the trip off for his annual vacation, 
much to the Doc's relief!, who now threatened 
to do sorne mighty DX work free from the 
clutches of old 'Phone-patch Bill. 


As we were leaving St. Thomas harbor, | tuned 
eround and heard W5HR shouting in on 10-meter 
‘phone. | zeroed-in on him, grabbed the mike 
and started holloa'ing WS-Henry-Radio. Paul 
came right back, gave me a signal report of 
O5 S9 plus 5 DB's (we have noticed before 
that the skip-distance on 10-meters appears to 
be right on the nose for the Eastern and South- 
ern U.S. from the Virgin Islands area) and 
asked me if he could 'phone-patch me to any 
of my friends in New Orleans. | gave him my 
Gretna telephone number and, of course, there 
was no answer but the busy signal! -- my 
XYL was not at home. Paul then put me 
through to various other friends in an excited 
search for the missing XYL, and finally we 
caught her coming in from shopping. '!t was 
@ big thrill -- the first time I've ever spoken 
to the wife from a ship at sea. But you may 
guess the inevitable result -- neither of us 
could find a thing to say! 


Our first foreign contact on 'phone was on 15- 
meters with G3BAG in England who gave the 
Doc 8 report of Q5 S9. The Ranger was to 
give us many pleasant surprises during the 
trip, aided no little by the sensitivity of the 
Doc's 75A1 and its ability to separate and 
pull in the signals. 


Well, to make a long story short and not repe- 
titious, I'1ll end this by running off a few items 
which stick in our memories. 1! met, via the 
dots-and-dashes, W30B, Mac, the secretary 
of the Maritime Mobile Club, who welcomed 
me aboard. W3AMA, Peggy, who has a beaut 
of a "fist" and has endeared herself to a bunch 
of sea-going hams. Wiley was given his 
Novice exam by the Doc and is now awaiting 
his ticket. (Wiley Is now Capt. with Delta.) 


We supplied K6EXQ, Connie, with her 25th 
and final M/M OSL card for her certificate. 
ZB1AJX and WSBVF worked us both as KADLC/ 


Assorted scrimshew ond artifacts evel lable 
ere designed and tabriceted tor SOWP men- 
bers by creftmen and artisans under tne Oir- 
ection of the Ancient Mariner in our modern 
plant where pure ozone, Mixed with otner 
rare ingredients are combined to produce rere 
Qeegews anc personel ie of doubtful intrin- 
sic velue but which carries this stamp of 
ecorove!: “Gueranteed to be pure and unedul- 
terated and herness if used in smal! quantit- 
jes. All items stock in the Srip’s Siop- 
Crest cerry the quaranies of the Ancient 
Mariner to bring setistection of money wil! 
be cheertully refisded «- mdject to # bit of 
Gchkering on Ine cetails. 


* SD ONE WORD WAS MISSPELLED... 


PICKY, PICKY, PICKY |" 


MM and W5FGO/MM ... Mary, KN1IABO, 
teased the pants off the three of us for over an 
hour on the key . . . Wiley built the Heathkit 
DX-35 and we gave it an "air check"... he's 
hunting for a receiver now but we've been 
spoiled by the 75A1!.. . | mailed out 212 
WS5FGO/MM cards, received 92.. . we re- 
moved the rig from Bill's cabin to Wiley's, 
who also has an A.C. outlet. . . skip dist- 
ance from east coast of South America was 
found to be very erratic when working any U.S. 
spot, especially on 'phone . . . we found lots 
of fun among the Novice frequencies on 15 CW 
+ » » both Doc and Wiley accused each other 
,of being mike-hounds . . . had a very good 
'phone-patch contact with KSALK, in New 
Orleans - one trouble with MM working is in- 
terference with ship's broadcast receivers and 
ship's radio-shack. 


Doc Hawkins said goodbye to the "Del Mar" 
in New Orleans, Feb. 28th, and with him, 
much to our chagrin, went the 75A1 receiver. 
This took the "Del Mar" off the air. But we 
all had so much fun out of KSODLC/MM and 
W5FGO/MM, that it's a pretty good bet that 
it won't be long before Wiley puts ye goode 
shippe "Del Mar" back on the ham bands. 


--Harry A. Maclaren "Jock", WSFGO 


OT OR A ee 
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available to members 


PRICES ON SOWP SLOP CHEST ITEMS 


We are trying to price the various emblam 
atic items stocked at near cost to promote 
their use by members as we feel their use 
directly or indirectly has a promotional co 
efficient which we should not overlooked. 


Quotations in our last Journal (Vol. 1-3) 
is valid for most items. We do need to 
adjust postage on QSL CARDS and for our 
STATIONERY items. Cost of cartons for 
packaging is about 25¢ per package. Add 
to this postage at 4th class rate for the 
pounds indicated PLUS insurance @ 40¢ 
to $15.00 value and 60¢ above $15.00 in 
value (Canada & Foreign minimum is 60¢ 
per package). In addition on Canadian 
and Foreign orders, please remit , pay- 
able in US funds as EXCHANGE rates 
have adversely affected us. 


POSTAGE PAID ITEMS 


LABELS 


#1. BLUE on white 3%x1% per 100 1.00 
#2. RED on white (1s"circle)100 1.00 
100 above mixed (same price) 50/50 


DECALS 
urable, Vinyl, rich dark blue on yellow 
stock, water resistant, self stick ea $1 


PATCHES/CRESTS 


Multicolor - 3" size ....«..-«-s 1.50 
Large 8" for back of coat 5.50 
BANNERETTES 

eauti em for wall 2.50 
JOURNAL & BOOK FILES 

fo) ~yeer vol. of Journal 3.50° 
(*) This is e new item and costs have 


net been determined. We will raise 
or lower price if experience necessitates. 


QSL CARDS FOR MEMBERS 


Thousands of SOWP QSL cards have been 
ordered by our members and many of them 
have sent in repeat orders. We think they 
are "tops". Shells are printed in two 
colors (Red and Black) ready for imprint- 
ing which is done at reaSonable cost. No 
change of format is available for address 
side of card, but copy on front can be 
tailored for space available to member's 
idea. NOTE: A slight change has been 
made in front side allowing for larger size 
call letter (type) to be used. The follow- 
ing prices will still prevail, however on 
No. 2 item add 25¢ for 100; 35¢ for 200 
75¢ for 500 and $1.25 for 1000 cards to 
total (5). Any excess will be retumed 
in postage per actual postal cost less 

25¢ per carton for mailing. BE SURE 
and add insurance if wanted as we will 
not be responsible for loss in the mail. 
Residents of Calif. add 6% tax (Line 5 
less line 2) which is sent printer. 

All stock is KROMOCOTE,. We have com- 
pletely discontinued the #110 index stock 


QUANTITY Note 100 200 500 1000 
Shells 1 2.00 4.00 9.50 18.25 
Pkg/Mail cost 2 1.00 2.00 2.85 3.25 
TOTAL (Shell) 3 3.00 6.00 12.35 21.50 
Imprinting(*) 4 5.50 6.25 7.75 12.50 
TOTAL(Printed)5 8.50 12.25 20.10 34.00 
STATIONERY 

ITEM & QUANTITY 50 100 _300_ 
Letterheads 2.00 3.75 10.00 

Note Heads 1.75 3.25 9.00 

Env. #10 Large 3.00 6.00 16.00 

Env. #6 2.50 4.00 11.50 


Prices on above are Prepaid, except the 
Insurance of 40¢ in U.S. and 60¢ Canada 
and foreign. 
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SPARKS 


'SEE THE WORLD FROM AN EASY CHAIR’. 
The headline to the magezine advertisement was 
startling enough but it was the second lime "AND 
GET PAID FOR IT' that clinched the matter. 
The date was Jan. 4, 1918 and in two weeks 


time | would be sixteen years of age. The Great 
Wer was well into its fourth year and looked like 
going on for ever. Im another two years, all bein 
well, | could be In France seeing mud and blood 
from a trench parapet and the prospect did not 
appeal to me one little bit. | read on to find 
that all one had to do to qualify for this magic 
seat was to become 4 wireless operator in the 
merchant navy. it seemed that training could 
begin at home with a series of twenty 'easy' 
lessons by post together with practise in sending 
and receiving using ‘Morse key and buzzer sup= 
plied'. On completion of the postel course, the 
student was required to attend a school st Edin- 
burgh for from five to seven months practical 
work prior to sitting and Ing an examination 
set by the Postmaster G |. The advertise- 
ment went on to explain that merchant service 
wireless operators enjoyed full officer status 
from.the day they joined their first ship, wore 
gold braid, had their own cabin and dined free of 
charge at the captain's table. it read likea 
fairy story and even the smal! print footnote about 
8 fee being payable failed to dampen my ardour. 
My job at the mill was at best only semi-skilled 
end offered little prospect of advancement but 
as an officer in the merchant navy the whole 
world would be my oyster. In my excitement | 
clean forgot thet | didn't like oysters. 


The task of persuading my father to allow me to 
enroll for this all-transforming study course pro- 
ved easier then | had feared. Ever since the 
death of my first mother from tuberculosis some 
fourteen years earlier, he had worried over my 
weak chest. Now he very quickly convinced 
himself that sea breezes were just what | needed. 
True, thirty pounds wes a tidy sum but if he put 
In still more overtime each week he could find 
it. Surprisingly in retrospect, | can't recall 

that In the family we ever spoke of the one mil- 
lion or more tons of merchant shipping currently 
being sent to the bottom every month by enemy 
mines and torpedoes but it must have been at 
the back of all our minds. Anywey, water was 
cleaner than mud and an armcheir more com- 
fortable than a carp stool. Letters were written, 
forms filled in and a money order posted. 


The arrival of my first package of study mater- . 
jlals was something of an event. The Morse key 
and buzzer at once set me epart as a budding 
frero. Vistors to the house never tired of hearing 
me send out the dramatic letters SOS anda 
disturbingly large number of them. appeared to 
take it for granted that | and my captain would 
remain at our posts and go down with our ship. 
"Darnn it Sir; it was traditional and anything 
less would be both an anti-climax and un-Bri- 
tish." At such moments my enthusiasm for 
ermchairs and gold braid wavered somewhat and 
| began wondering where | might purchase an in- 
flatable waistcoat and whether it would show up 
under my uniform jacket to reveal me the cowarc 
| knew myself to be. It was only because of my 
timidity that | had never learned to swim. How- 
ever, unless ! fell into the canal in the mean- 
time, and | had to traverse its banks twice a 
day on my wey to and from work, | ought to en- 
Joy the best part of a year before even my most 
sacrificial fans could expect me to drown and at 
sixteen......8 year is a long time. 


Around the Werld 


Still, | did my best not to delay matters unduly 
and | generally managed to post 8 completed 
answer paper every Monday. My growing skill 
in Morse sending and receiving was more diffi- 
cult to assess. As the weeks passed my own 
excitement and my pearents' mixed pride and 
anxiety grew apace. 


Apart fromm two or three holidays in the Isle of 
Man where my paternal grandmother kept 4 smal! 
boarding house |! had never spent a night away 
from horne. Now, on my own and unprotected, 

| was ebout to venture into a strange land about 
which we knew next to nothing. While father 
maintained that he had both seen and heard Harry 
Leuder at the local Palace of Varieties neither 
mother nor | had ever knowingly clapped eyes on 
6 Scotsman. From my school history books, | 
was aware that the Romans had found them to be 
6 pain in the neck, so much so that in the end 
they hed had to build 4 wall to try to keep them 
In their place. Even so there were Englishmen 
who still claimed: 


They didn’t build it strong enough 
They didn't build it high enough, 
They didn't build it long enough 

And they din't build it soon enough! ' 


On the other hand, | recalled that Uncle Amos 
hed once sent 8 hat to be cleaned and blocked 
et Perth and how it had come back looking quite 
different! Uncle Amos swore that it had been 
cleaned in whisky and blocked over something 
he called an 'aggis' and there was 8 story that 
on one occasion after being caught in a heavy 
shower he had been seen sniffing the lining and 


tentatively chewing the brim. Agein, the Scots 
were on our side against the Germans and were 
doing a first class job. 


It was mother who came right out with it: 
"Happen t' men were all right but what about t! 
women? What | want to know is will t' lad be 
safe?" The fact that | seemed more than ready 
to take my chance did nothing for her peace of 
mind. The only three Scotswomen we had ever 
heard of were Flora MacDonsid, Amie Laurie and 
Mary Queen of Scots. It seemed they all had had 
their points but were they respectable? Mother 
had her doubts but even she had to concede that 
they were all dead. Her fears were not easily 
brushed eside but as father pointed out it was 
now 6 bit late in the day. We had paid our brass 
and there wasn't @ hope of getting it back. It 
was the right note and brought silence if not com- 
plete conviction. 


Other weighty problerns had to be sorted out not 
least what to do about my washing. Would ! have 
to send it to a laundry or would my landlady do 

it for me? This time mother put her foot down 
and kept it there. Didn't we know that laundries 
ruined clothes? Why some of thern had speciat 
machines for eating buttons. As for my landlady 
doing my washing, mother's answer came es 
close to not being likely as ner Methodist up- 
bringing would permit. It seemed she had once 
seen 2 picture of a Scots washerwoman at work 
and the thought of it still shocked. I'm not 
having sweaty feet whether Scotch, Chinese or 
Eskimo tramping out the vintage on our Jack's 
Sunday shirt, and that's that! He can send his 
washing home and then |'!I know that he isn't 
going about with holes in his socks and looking 
as though he belonged to nobody." There was nc 
dissenting voice. The oracle had spoken. 


| wes due to leave for Edinburgh about the first 
week in May and shortly after Easter the school 
secretary sent me a list of approved and recom- 
mended digs. They all charged more or less the 
same, between twenty-three and twenty-five 
shillings per week for a shared room and full 
board with the exception of weekday lunches. 
With nothing else to go on, | would have to make 
my selection on the basis of the nicest sounding 
address. To a sixteen year old boy brought up 
at 'Wood Top' and 'Nabbs Lane' names like 
'Warrender Park Road', 'Syivan Place' and 
*Marchmont Crescent! were sweet music to the 
eers, ambrosia to the mouth and romance to the 
soul. As often as | could find solitude | would: 
mouth them aloud, savour therm on the tongue 
like luscious sweets or hospital grapes. Fora 
whole week | delighted in choosing, changing 
my mind and choosing again. Huddersfield 


Adventures & Experiences of Professional Brass Pounders 
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THE WIRT LESS POONER 


bousted a 'Park Road’ anda 'Place' but so far 
es | was awere there was no ‘Crescent! and so 
in the end it was to Mrs. Bulloch of 23 March- 
mont Crescent that | wrote asking whether she 
could put me up. On such flimsily taken deci- 
sions may rest the fate of a man, a country, an 
empire. Would my life have been different if | 
had chosen Warrender Park Roed or Sylvan Place? 
Of course it would but in what way and to what 
extent, who knows? The letter received by retum 
post was couched in the friendliest term. Mrs. 
Bulloch would indeed be happy to take me into 
her home. A widow with a nineteen year old 
daughter and a twelve year old son, she provided 
@ ‘home from home’ for up to six students all of 
whom were pupils at the 'North British School 

of Wireless Telegraphy'. She went on to explain 
that ‘one of her young gentlemen’ had recently 
left to join his first ship and hence the vacancy. 
"Young gentlemen', eh! A gracious expression 
thet pleased father and came close to softening 
mother but which caused me much unease. | 
wondered whether in the course of time Mrs. 
Bulloch would think me a young gentleman? For 
the first time in sixteen years, .l._began to quest- 
lon my status in society. That! was a working 
class boy of working class parents and grand- 
parents had never up to now caused me a mo- 
ment's concern if only for the reason that all my 
friends and associates were working class. Now 
| was about to move into a new and almost cert- 
alnly different environment. Take the five young 
gentlemen awaiting me at Marchmont Crescent - 
were they all working class and hsd they all had 
to go Into a factory from their fourteenth birth- 
day? Somenow | doubted it. What if they should 
look down on me or mimic my accent? Although 
it would be years yet before | learned what it was 
called, | had in one fell swoop acquired an in- 
feriority complex as big as a haystack and twice 
es heavy. If! didn't cry myself to sleep that 
night it was only because ! didn't sleep. 


The question whether | was or was not a gentle- 
man was the latest and most poignant doubt in 
my heart but it was far from being the only one. 
For as long as | could remember it had constantly 
been impressed upon me that | was a delicate 
child, an ethereal being whom the ancels might 
snatch up at any moment and on no better excuse 
than that | had left off my chest protector, sat in 
8 draught, forgotten to take my brimstone and 
treacle or my cod liver oil; had gone out in the 
mist, fog, drizzle, rain, hail, sleet or snow; 
that | had wantonly indulged in cricket or foot- 
ball. That | was flat chested, round shouldered 
and knock-kneed was not to be wondered at. Of 
late these blemishes on my growing manhood 
had assumed gigantic importance and | was spend- 
ing many secret hours doing push-ups, strugg- 
ling to stretch the springs of a chest expander or 
simply standing tall for long periods with my 
feet close together, @ thick book between my 
knees and two more balanced on my head. Exer- 
cise might remedy my physical defects but how 
did one become 8 gentleman? 


Then 'Came the dawn' as the silent film captions 
used to put it. Came the dawn, or more accur- 
ately, came a sense of perspective. | nad been 
@ware ever since my first reading of 'Alice 
through the Looking Glass' that the same word 
could hold different meanings for different people 
'Gentlernan' and 'gentlemen', what did they 
really mean? My recently acquired second hand 
dictionary quickly brought both enlightenment and 
comfort. It defined 'Gentieman' as 'A gentle 
man; @ man of fine feelings and generous in+ 
stincts'. Against 'Gentlemen' | found the words 
"Male public urinal’. 


So, if each of my fellow boarders-to-be was 
truly a gentleman he would know how to treat me 
whereas if they turned out to be merely gentlemen 
1 would know how to treat them. Truly, no one 
ought to be without e dictionary. 


Breve words but as | knew in my heart of hearts, 
all victories and defeats are transient and only 
the battle is eternal. Not only eternal - it has 

to be fought single handed. | sensed that in the 
months aheed | would have to fight it many times 
but that is another story. 
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UTHLAND HOTEL 


“Contentment First"’ 


s 


. SO 


“ ” 


_-< Lilie 
PT en Ce 
& 68a Bi, Sixth and Flower Sts., Los Angeles, Cal. 
6 068! Klin, SAN FRANCISCO 'TO 
MEBs With Public Bath, One Person $1., Two Persons $1 50 
[a8 


With Private Bath, “ Si.50, " 
»pecial Kates by the Week or Month 


W, T. Clark, Lessee 


L, C, Morton, Mgr. 
LOS ANGEL 


OAKLAND 
SALT LAKE 


e oar at De 
a! Flower St, 
ot our expense. 


pot marked Hellotrope Drive or Western Ave.; get off 
walk one block noith, or take L. A. Transfer Bus 


WASITINGTON D. C. 


Auditorium Hotel 


B, F. and M. S. GREEN, Props. PAPER SEIZED FROM 


Overlooking Central Park RETURNED. 


CONVENIENT YET QUIET YESTERDAY ON BOM 


150 Outside Rooms—75 with Bath 
WASILIN yD. Cc. 
Rates: $1.00 per day up NGTON D. C 


STAFF OF THE ARMY 


FIFTH AND OLIVE STS. LOS ANGELES, CAL SEVERAL DAYS WITH 


HOTEL HEINZEMAN 


(Under new monagement) 


618-620 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, Cal. 


MAKE TIlE TRIP FOR 


STON REMAINS IN FU 


IT IS BELIEVED 


Permanent and Transient accommodations 
Telephone and Running Water in Every Room 
Writing Room—Parlor—Billiard Room 


ROOM WITH OR WITHOUT PRIVATE BATH 


Phones, Home 10879; Sunset Main 2961 


WASILINGTON 


THAT lth WAS READY 
SLTUATION WITH I 
PROBABLY Bh ARRAN 


Carlyle R, Robinson. Mar. 


HOTEL SCHUYLER 


OPPOSITE SALT LAXE RB. BR. DEFOT 


C. i. WHETE COMMANDER. 


SL ES A Se 


BASE--BALL 


ED GERMAN AMBASSADOR VON BERNSTORFF THAT TIE 


SECRETARY TO CAITAIN FRANZ VON PAPEN, MILI- 
TARY ATTACHE OF Til GERMAN FMBASSY WOULD BE 


VON IGEL WAS ARRESTED IN NEW YORK 


GENERAL HUGH SCOTT, CHIEF OF 


BORDER, AND CANVASS TIE Me&XICAN SITUATION. 
WAR SECY. BAKER RECOMMENDED THAT SCOTT 


ACCURATE, INFORMATION AS MAY BE POSSIBLE FOR 
Tie USE OF TIE WAR DEPARTMENT. 


EXPEDITION AND RETAINS Til FULL CONFIDENCE 
OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT, SAID BAKER. 


SUCREAT 
COUNT VON TERNS TORE, Til GERMAN AMBASSADOR, 


DAY SECRETARY LANSING INFORMED LIM Tlh COULD 
NOT DISCUSS TIlk SUBJECT. 


CILUIMUATIUA CITY ME 


. S. HARVARD 


SAN DIEGO 1316 


Panama-California International Exposition 


SANDFORD HOTEL 


PIPTE and A Btrosts Saw DIBGO, CAL. 
the Quiet Business 
os eee 


Ground Floor Lobby 
All Modern Conven- 
fences — Unexcelled 
Service. _ 
180 AD) Outaide Booms 
Elegantly furnished 
Under pergonat man- 
ent o 
“eS. SANDFORD 
1 anager 
Formerly en Hotel, 
.f York y an 
the Grand Hotel, Yok- 
ohama, Japan. 
Our Free Bus Meets 
au 


THE NEW SOUTHERN 


3ixth and B Streets 


SAN PEDRO APRLUL, 20TH, 1916 


5 


2 
15 


S VS SAN FRAN. 
“VERNON 


VORTLAND 


1 
0 
9 


SECY. LANSING IIAS INFORM- 
WOLP VON IGEL, FORMER 


PLOT CHARGES . 


LEFT LAST NIGHT TO SPEND 
GENERAL FUNSTON ON TIE 


THE PURPOSE OF GETTING 


GENERAL FUN- 
"LL CHARGE OF TIlE AMERICAN 


San Diego, Cal. 


A HIGH CLASS MODERN HOTEL 
IN THE SHOPPING AND THEATRE CENTER 
Rates $1.00 per day up 


THAT GENERAL SCOTT's 


ARY LANSING TODAY TNFORMED Our Free Bus Meets All Steamers 


TO DISCUSS THE SUBMARINE 
M AND A CONFERENCE WILL 
GED FOR TOMORROW, YRS TER-- 


SAN DIEGO 


Centrally Located 
European Plan 


OFFERED DURING 1914 


Xs 


ed “ = . “ 
me LONG SAC, CARS | GENERAL, GUTIERREZ, GOVER- SIXTH STREET 
: ONCE A GUBET aLWavs & GURST NOK OF CHINUANLA AUTHORITATIVELY STATES BETWEEN E and F 
— nt Pu VAS AT AS ON er 
J . « * 7 oom for 1 Person from....- ee neem eenee . 
Nea tig anata A WRey Gat BRON ake SUTIMENT OF SUPPLIES TO THE UNITED STATES Hoom Ser 2 Pecsens frees.» .:s--ssseres Fae 
TROOPS. Koom with Bath, 7 Persona.,...§%00 and 2.60 


PITTSBURG - 


THOMAS H. McMAHON 
Optician 


BROKEN LENSES ACCURATELY DUPLICATED 
Highest Class Work 


1040 Merchants National Bank Building 
Spring at Sixth Stes. Los Angeles 


FROM EVELYN THAW 
ATTORNEY THOMAS % 


SEVERAL, WEEKS AGC 
DEFENSE WAS MADE. 


WASIIINGTON - 


I WAVE DEEMED IT 
IF YOU KODAK IN CALIFORNIA 


We Want you to have our Galiformia Exposure 
aide. .iives you all the information about 
making perfect pictures in “Sunny California” 
Pree if you this a4 to our store 
HIGH GRADE XODAE FINISEING 


HOWLAND & DEWEY COMPANY 
EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY 
Full Line of Kodake end Su; 
510 S. Brosdway Angeles 
“LANGEST KODAK STORE ON THE COAST” 


nic Beauty Shop 


BUILDING, OPPOSITE HOTEL ALEXANDRIA 


LESS THE IMPERTAIL 


SAN FRANCISCO - 
Tike 


iyi 


ee So acne PsAbaaes ERED ON VOYAGE. 
FACIAL AND SCALP TREATMENT 
SHAMPOOING MANICURING 
Vhone F_ 1329 Helen Kissee 
Agent for the Poniy Dilege Core Face Preparations. 


SANITAS 


TURKISH BATHS 


64244 So. Spring St. Py 
y “4 I ; (Opposite lotel Alexandria) hos Angeles, Cal. 
VENTILATION 


ee ee 


OPER DAT AND NIGET PERYECT 
Doctors’ Instructions Carefully Followed 


Masmuge Treatments Electric Light 
TURE SE BATE AND SED FOR wim! 62 


OCEAN Wihtebless News 


Each trip the operator had to make a detailed report on the numbe 
for 10 cents each for many years and a small part of this was ret 


EXCHANGE BUILDING, SAN 


ally the job of the "mid" operator to cut stencils and mimeograph 
didn't develope technical and mechanical problems ! Four pages o 


HARRY K. THAW WAS GRANTED A DIVORCE 
TILE DECREE WAS ISSUED ON RECOMMENDATION OF 


PRESIDENT WILSON TOLD CONGRESS: 


NOT IMMEDIATELY DECIDE TO ABANDON ITS TAC- 
TICS IN SUBMARINE WARFARE, FRIENDLY RELATIONS 
WITH THE UNITED STATES WILL DISCONTINUE. 


KIGHCY EIGHT DAYS FROM FREEMANTLE AUSTRALIA 
FOR BKUREKA, ARRIVED LEAKING AND MASTIIEAD 
SPRUNG AS A RESULT OF HEAVY GALES ENCOUNT- 


The Exporition Beantifnl 
PANAMA-CALIFGRNIA EXPOSITION 
San Diego California-1916 


FOR INFORMATION REGARDING "RADIO NEWS” ADVERTISING RATE 
ETC., ADDRESS OR CALL, FEDERAL PUBLISHING CO. 10!) MERCHANT 


Cafe in ] 
Free Auto Bus Meets all Trains and Boats 
11 Floors of Solid Comfort 
Steel and Concrete 


NY JUDGE JOSIAI COMEN TODAY. 


Tit SUIT, FILED 
NO 


LASTER. ROOF 
), CHARGED INFIDELITY. BREW. MODERE ABD FIREE: 


leh end ¥. Bizeots Free Bus Meets all Trains and Boats 
st and F. Stree 
A. M. NEAL, Prop. 


MY DUTY TO SAY TO TIlE GER- SAN DIEGO, CAL. 


MAN IMPERIAL GOVERNMENT TIUAT IF IT IS STILL 
ITS PURPOSE TO PROSECUTE RELENTLESS AND 
INDISCRIMINATE, WAR, TILE GOVERNMENT IS AT 
LEAST FORCED TO TIL CONCLUSION TILAT TIWERE IS 
BUT ONE COURSE IT CAN PURSUE AND THAT IS UN- 


TEL NEW YORK 


SIXTIU AT BROADWAY SAN_ DIEGO, CAL. 
4 MODERN HOTEL In THE CENTER OF TEE CITT 
Rates:—One Person i75c and $1.00 per day 

Two Persons $1.00 and $1.50 per day 
At Wharf take Taxi at our expense 


. GERMAN GOVERNMENT SIIOULD ~ 


The NEW BELMONT HOFEL 


THIRD STREET, Between wreeneey and E, Facing the Plasa 
SAN DIEGO, CAL 


4& Modern Hotel with high class service: 
RATES: 


SCHOONER, R. C. SLADE, 


Two persons in room 
$1.25 to $1.50 per du: 
$4.00 per week 


$5.00 to 96.90 oes 
Rooms with Private Bath, per Dey 
FREE BUS MEETS ALL BOATS 


DELMONICO CAFE 


HILL ST., NEAR FOURTH LOS ANGELES, CAL. 
A. Garau, Prop. 


TEE LEADING ITALIAN AND FRENCE BESTAUBAET 
Unexcelled Service Private Dining Rooms 
Lasek 350 


One person In room: 
$1.00 per day 


FRANCISCO, CAL. howe Garfield 1543 Dianer Y5o 


RERVICR A LA CARTE ALL DAY 


The OCEAN WIRELESS NEWS was the title of a press release published on 

most passenger ships under contract with the Marconi Radio Telegraph Co., 

of American ( later R.C.A.). Press received from KPH, WCC, etc. was 
typed on on a mimeograph stencil, run off on forms charged to the operator 

r of papers sold and an accounting of blanks left. The papers were sold 

ained by the operator as compensation for the extra work. It was gener- 
the paper - a hour job if traffic was not heavy ... or the mimeograph 

f_ press were always typed up, whether we received it or not 1 
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graeme SOCIETY OF WIRELESS PIONEERS, INC. 


The SKIPPER'S LOG 


JACK BINNS EDITION iam 


The Morning Watch 


-- HAFFY ANNIVERSARY SOWP -- 


Ten years ago, on May 4, 1968, a small 
group (58 in all) accepted my invitation 
to found and formalize our new organiza- 
tion. Since then, "History has been 
made". This small group has now pro- 
liferated to nearly 3000 members and our 
growth shows signs of increasing rather 
than slowing down. We have in all mod-{ 
esty, become the largest 'professional' / 
organization of our kind in the world. We can thank hundreds of 
our members who continue to furnish valuable ideas and suggestions} 
plus the many dedicated officers and directors (plus Net-officials) 
/ 


who have given liberally of their time, talent and effort. To them 
all -- we owe heartfelt thanks and a debt of gratitude that can never 
be repaid. 


! would like to add a personal note to this letter to our members: 

| have now been at the helm of our good craft for better than ten 
years in an administrative capacity, first as Executive Director and 
now as President. My dedication and interest in the organization 
has never waivered ... and it never will. However, life is fragile 
and sometimes unpredictable. | have enjoyed good health for many 
years but | am now approaching eighty years of age and feel a slow- 
ing process. | feel that the Good Lord has been wonderful to me 
but at the same time | feel that prudence dictates that arrangements 
be made to have some one take over the active part of our heavy 
workload and its demands., | would like to phase out this demand- 
ing activity while | stil! have time to coach a new man in our 


system operendi. (Continued to Page - 32) 


ie adanaaac® 
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Btellele 
The Chinese Abacus 


Thought you would like to see our Americanized Chinese Abacus 
used for the speedy recording of dues by most efficient Mama- 
San! You will note (for the most part) the very happy, care- 
free expressions on the keys of our Abacus. The keys were 
carved by Confucius to make a little spending money when he was 
attending the University of California. It is called the 'Confu- 
sing' Abacus. Featured is a 'built-in' squench inhibitor whicr 
makes a spectrum analysis of the cash flow into the Society 


Mention warships, and most peo- 
ple conjure up a picture of gray 
monsters, all abristle with guns, puff- 
ing fire and smoke, There's the obli- 
gatory close-up of a young sailor 
{rom West Virginia squinting through 
a gunsight and then a profile of The 
Old Man squinting through his binoc- 
ulars, And there's a terrible racket. 

Now that particular tableau is not 
all wrong. During my tour aboard 
one aging destroyer, we passed many 
a@ morning shooting and squinting. 
Neither were done in anger, fortu- 
nately, but I imagine we made a fair 
show in any case, And there were 
particularly memorable moments, 
like the time we scored a hit on the 
tow cable about a third of the way 
from the target toward the airplane 
doing the towing. As we anticipated, 
the pilot had a comment for us. In 
a reasonably level voice he said, 

“Please bear in mind that I’ m pull- 
ing the target, not pushing it.' 


4 + & 


There never was too long a line 
formed to get the 4 a.m. to 8 a.m 
watch—which was fine by me. It was 
my favorite. You kind of had the 
ship to yourself, It was a nice time 
to think and watch the sea. 

And of course there were the sun- 
rises 

Now that's an qpportunity for a 
well-turned phrase. The watch re- 
ports, “Executed sunrise."’ Which 
really means the lights have been 
turned off. But somehow as you enter 
that in the log there's a special feel- 
ing about getting started on a new 
day. And, without too much effron- 
tery, the wording suggests you had 
something to do about the sun show: 
ing up on time. And in the right 
place 

There's a lot to be said for the 
predawn hours as well. Steaming up 
north, you might see the aurora or, 
farther south, watch for hours its 
counterpart in the phosphorescent 
sea. Bluish fire erupts in the bow 
wave and sparks are thrown, off to 
the sides. Occasionally 3 larger globe 
of Light will appear a ways off in re- 
sponse to .the invisible pressure 
waves, Astern. the wake is covered 
with dribbles and spatters of spilled 
fire. It's all rather magical. 


Pe 


On one of those quiet morning 
watches an extraordinary thing hap- 
pened. Extraordinary for me, that 
is, because it was my first experi- 
erce of the kind. The ship was quiet 
and the bridge darkened except fo: 
the warm little glow of dials and the 
dim illumination from the steering 


compass on the helmsman’s face. 
The sea was glittering in crystal 
moonlight—that special night clarity 
far at sea, Everything had sharp 
edges. and I suppose that's what 
made the arrival of an undefined 
“presence” rather startling 


Let me be plain about it. It was a 
smell, an odor. But odors at sea have 
a strange import. Sea air is scrubbed 
clean and you move in an atmo- 
sphere so dominated by the pure 
essence that an intrusion is imme- 
diately felt. Without the potpourri of 
land scents to challenge its domi- 
nance, an intruder shouts its arrival. 
It's there, and no mistaking it. 
That's why it is no myth about being 
able to sense land a score of miles 
off. 


So it was with this interloper—this 
olfactory foundling. I knew later it 
had crept up the ladderway from in- 
side the ship, snuffled into the pilot 
house, eased over the hatch coam- 
ings and snuggled around our legs 
on the open bridge But at the time, 
it was just suddenly there. 

First, its very foreignness labeled 
it a Jand fragrance. It was heavy 
with nostalgic references of some 
sort. There was an abstract sense of 
home, of comforts that have no le- 
gitimate place on a man-of-war, The 
speculations lasted only moments, 

really. The distinct aroma of fresh 
bread baking doesn't leave itself un- 
identified for long. 
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Compared to the delicious mo- 
ments when that “presence” collided 


realization of its source in a brightly 
lit working space below decks 
seemed rather prosaic. I would have 
wished more time to savor the first 
impressions, A bakeshop once visited 
in a Swiss mountain village. A bread 
company just across the river from 
my rooms at the university. My 
grandmother's famous Christmas 
cookies. But, like a rather poignant 
dream that defies capture in a wak- 
ing state, it had had its moment and 
been dispersed into the impartial 
night air. 


Some of the disappointment was 
later voided when, as a courtesy ges- 
ture, the cooks sent the first batch, 
piping hot, to the bridge for our ap- 
praisa!. It certainly beat the store- 
bought variety we'd been subsisting 
on since leaving port 


PPS 


Contrasts abounded on those morn: 
ing watches. The sea would become 
Strangely remote on a four-to-eight 
spent with a boy I knew from 

Arkansas. He took it upon himself to 

repay my instructions in standing 
watches with some basic techniques 
for dealing with milking machines 
and hay mowers. After an hour or 
two I felt I'd not only be able to hook 
up twenty head of cows but probably 
also run the cream separator as well. 
This particular friend had an un- 
canny way of evoking alfalfa fields 
and pasture fences hundreds of miles 
at sea. 1 remember one morning, just 
at dawn, he was enjoying a glass of 
milk — again, courtesy of the cooks 
down below. He regarded the glass 
critically and made a humphing 
sound, l asked hum what was wrong 

“Tastes green,” he said, 

He saw that didn't mean much to 
me. 

“They let the cows into the winter 
wheat too early,”’ 

I was compelled to ask for my own 
glass, I've never enjoyed milk quite 
so much, It was a comfort to think 
that the parentage of our milk was a 
dewy-eyed cow in a sunny meadow 
rather than the cheerless metal con- 
tainer on the messdecks. 


. . 


Sometime before first light, the 
navigator would emerge, sleepy- 
eyed, to take his morning star sight 
— with him a young officer learning 
the sextant trade. One such neophyte 
Magellan tentatively pointed out the 
constellations he knew. His stellar 
virtuosity met no applause but nei- 
ther did it earn censure. He con- 
tinued: 

“It's interesting 
tarius. The archer?’ 

No comment. 

“The Greeks said he was the one 
that shot all the other stars into the 
sky. You can see the bow. And that 
star there is the point of his 
arrow —" 

“Mr. Hendrix,’ the navigator in- 
terrupted, “in approximately one 
week you'll be up here alone handling 
the morning star fix. And I'll be in 
bed. When — and if — that time 
comes, you can spend all the time 
you want with your Greek friends, In 
the meantime, let's not bother our- 
selves too much with where the 
archer put the stars. We'll just try to 
muddle | through and find out where 
we are.’ 


about Sagit- 
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One other regular visitor to our 
morning watches was The Old Man 

A short time after rising. the skip- 
per makes his first appearance. More 
often than not he spends a few mo- 
ments sharing the mood of the morn- 
ing watch. It is full day now. The air 
feels good. The sea sparkles freshly 
The ship movas eracefully and it’s a 
good time to savor those qualities of 
the ocean that have appealed to men 
for a long, long time. The day's 
paper work, the problems of disci- 
pline and perverse machinery, the 
particulars of running an old warship 
with young men can all be held off 
for a dew minutes. There is only his 
ship, a lot of water, and that special 
mid-ocean sky 

There's a lot to be said for the 
morning watch It's 4 mice way fo 
start a day 


l: 


coffers ringing bells and lighting lights if a Spark-Gapper's check 
finds its way into the "Pioneer" column. Used in all countries 
of the Orient - you must see it in operation by a competent 
operator to appreciate its versatility. Unfortunately, ours is 
broken down so you will have to take a trip to the Far East to see 
one in operation. 


i ena sanesn asec remenesiiicekehaas with the night dir on the bridge, the 
SS 


Reprinted by permission from the Christian Science Monitor 
(C) The Christian Science Publishing Society. All rights reserved. 
(Edition of April 22 1971 - Paul C. Morgan, Author) 
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281 K-sGP 

HURR, RALPH tl. (x/*) 

———— 

150 Stewart Dr. March 14, 1978 
Tiburon, CA 94920 

Phone: ia §/435-9629 

FS: 1918 - SS China/WWA 


AMATEUR: None 
QSP; W. Earl Wolller 
—_—__—_—_—_—-_..:._. —nwwiIXi—i_  S°>°>—eaeeEe— 


2819-M 
ZWEIGLE, PUGEAR J. (Gene/Lorna) 
PAL AL A PUBL 621 ae Pe 


232 Marker St. Mareh 15, 1978 

Long Beach, CA 90805 

Phone: 714/821-8248 

FS: 1963 ~ NAVOONNUNIT ARGENTIA/NWP 
AMATEUR: WOSNR '76 Firat Call: KILQa 'S 
Join Net? NF 


EE A re Oe es Jon J. Carter, 25923-P 

2B20-SGP 
SHID, CLANUNCH 
Tio Jolm St. (X/¥lorence 
New York, NY 10034 March 16, 1978 
Phone: 212/349-5618 
FS: 1929 - SS Manaqui/RXAO 
AMATRUR: WOKW/KV4SA0 Barly Call cAMm 
Join Net? NO 
QSP: Ed G, Raser 

2821-P 

HOUGSON, RONALD H,T. (Ron/May4 

RR #3 (Nile Creek) March 18, 1978 
Qualicum, B.C. arc vor 27 
phones OT 875 

= : PBL 

AMATEUR: VE7BY First Call: CSBY/1926 
Join Net? Yes 
QSP: Sid Young 

2822-¥ 
NYE, WILLIAM A. (X/Toddy) 


3807 59 Ave. SW 
Seattle, WA 98116 
Phone: 206/935-9634 
ES: 19446SS Columbia/WGCQ 

AMATEUR: W7LYV/W6LXP 

First Call: W9GPI/1931 Also had calls 
V9LQD & W9OTA 

Join Net? NF 

QSP: Geo. A. Onsum,474-SGP 


March 18, 1978 


2823-P 


FRAZER, ROBERT A. 


1302 Downs Dr. 

Silver Spring, MD 20904 
Phone: 301/622-3821 

FS: 1939 - UssS Altair/NURS 
AMATEUR: None 

QSP; John W. Hamblen ,2769-P 


March 21, 1978 


2824-M 


WALMSLEY, DONALD March 23, 1978 
(Don/*)} 


153 Worple Rd, 
Isleworth, Middlesex TW7 7IIT ENGLAND 
aes 01/892- -3239 
1968¢) hiscover 4 
pa G3HZL/1951 Join Net? NF 
QSP: Kenneth R. Palmer 887-V 
ee —_—_—_ OO 
2825-¥ 


BOUCHER, CLARENCE E. March 24, 1978 


812 Churchill Dr. (X/Mary Louise) 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 
ap 703/786-4147 

:_ 1943 -— USS Minneapolis/NACF 
ee None 
QSP: George Bailey, 1528-V 


2826-P 
THOMPSON , GEORGE R. March 25, 1978 
Box 1044 (Tommy/Alvesta) 


Clatskanie, OR 97016 

Phone: 503/728-3700 

Fs: 19}8*USS HulL/NIZN 
AMATEUR: W7CJY Join Net? No 
QsP: John A. Peel 


2827-V 


KEITEL, JOHN C. 

65 West Warren St, 
Iselin, NJ 08830 
Fumes 201/548- or 

- , 

AMATEUR: W2G02 oer Net? NF 

QSP: Lioyd H. Manamon,2562-V 

—_ TT TT 


March 27, 1978 
(X/Joan) 


2828-P 
DENNY , WILFRED I. March 22, 1978 
4516 Willow Brook Ave. (Wil/Elma) 
Los Angeles, CA 90029 
Phone: 213/663-8752 

: - ay Radio .F ET 
AMATEUR: W6FGT/1930 Join Net? Possibly 
QsP: QST 


: 


LANGHOLM, UO J. 


AMATEUR: 


QsP: 
Se 


a 


QSP: John N. 


2829-V 
GORDON, STANLEY A, March 31, 1978 
119 Sumeit St. (x/*) 


Hot Springs, Nat'l Park, AR’ 71901 
Phone: 501/623-8276 

Fs: 1941 - 184th FA & S28TD,Grp. 1Lo0o0th 
Signal Co. Comm. Chief/VAR 
AMATEUR: W2CVL/1947 Firat Call: 
Join Net? Yes 


W5GTN 


QsP: QsT& IEEE 


2830-M 
March 31, 1978 


Rodluvans Vag 12 BE (X/Rita) 
SP-00820 Helsinki, PINLAND 
Phone: 90-783896 


FS: 1951 - Helsinks Radio/ONC/ONG 


None 
NF 


2831-P 


MOORE, TRUMAN 0. 1978 


3132 North Granite Reef Rd. (Tom/X) 
Scottedale, AZ 85251 

Phone: 602/945-4914 

ES: 1927 = USS Texas/NCD 
AMATEUR: W 6 First Call: W 
1936 

Join Net? NF 


April 2, 


~ 
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TA-72 

JOSEPH N. KESSTFR 
Tot2 GW. Golden Tune 
Phoenix, AZ 85021 
Phone: 602/992-0159 & 944-3202 
Developement Engineer-Western 
Electric Co. 1929-1934. CDR. 
U.S.N.R. 1929 to Retirement 
Active Duty 1940-'46, 
AMATEUR: W9GYP Join Net? Yes 
QSP: George L. Meek, 1290-P 


(Joc/Viva) 


"59. 


wA-73 


KREAMER, DUNCAN (Dunk/Irma) 

37 Jan. 3, 1978 
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568_ 
Phone: 617/693-1167 
RESUME: Holds a Third Class Ticket for 
Operating ship to shore phone. 
Amateur W2JMG - 1935.Has over 40 years 
interest in communications by code, 
etc. Member is an Attorney at Law & 
offers assistance to older membera in 
field if help is needed at some time. 
AMATEUR: WIGAY Join Net? Yes 
QSP: John Elwood 


TA-74 

CHRYSLER, BILL (Bill/Clare) 

156 Maple Koad, Haverford, PA 19041 
Phone: 215/649-6225. Call is WAJQVY 
RESUME: Early Assn. with Electronics 
and Comm, dates from 1925 when head of 
radio sales org. in ND. Later, Adm and 
Supvyr. radio comm. at the Dalles OR 
(1935-37) BOST. We participated in an 
Amateur Radio News Service and has or 
mow belongs to ARRL, Magic Hour Net, 
Retired Marines Net etc. M: Toastmas- 
ters, Rotary, Sons A.R. Offers to 
assist but limited by health factor. 
QSP: A. G. Wentzcl, Jr. 


TA-75 


HOLMES , ALVIN C. 
1941 Burton Ave. 
Burley, Idaho 83318 
Phone: 208/678-2140 
New TA was an engineer & Inspector. 

He served FCC as RI on ships in NY 
1937-'39 and Seattle 1944-'45. He has 
also been based in Portland, St. Paul, 
Salt Lake City, & Washington D.C. 
AMATEUR: W7CAP 1931 Join Net? No 
QSP: Johti Elwood 


Jan. 27, 197% 
(Al /Rosa) 


TA- 

BRAUN, HARRY B. Feb. 27, 1978 

175 S. Main St. )X/amerissa) 
Dolgeville, NY 13329 

Phone: 315/429-9003 

RESUME: With USNR 1942-45 as radio/ 
radar officer. Page Comsunications 
Engineers 1951-/67.(Project Engineer- 
Radio Systems for armed forces) 
Experience with radio backs: to 1918 
when he worked for DeForest Radio at 
Highbridge, NY on receiver assombles. 
AMATEUR: K11V Join Net? NF 

QSP: Max M. Jacobson W3DUG 


Noe Jaa Toa TF 
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TEC ANICAL ASSOCIATES 


TA-77 
GORDON, FRAYK,,  (X/Mildred) 
268 S. Center St. March 10, 1978 


Orange, NJ 07050 

Phone: 201/675-6070 

AMATEUR: K2LOV 1955 Join Net? Yes 
RESUME: Experimented with circuitry & 
equipment from 1921 through the yqars 
especially with early day antennadg & 
receiving circuitry. Taught radio in 
High School circa 1924. Has held offic 
in several Amateur Radio organizations, 
Has attendod meetings of the Pickerill 
Chapter as gues, 

QSP: Earl W. Korf 


TA-78 

SMITH, WILLIAM CONLEY (x/Jane) 

67 Cuesta Vista Dr. March 18, 1978 
Monterey, CA 93940 

Phone: 408/375-5030 

Field of experience and interest as 
Engineer-Instructor & Author, 
AMATEUR: K6DYX 1954 

Join Net? No 

QsP: B.J. Russell 


TA-79 


EITEL, WILLIAM WARREN March 28, 


P.O. Box 120 (Bill/La Neil) 

Dayton, NV B9403 

Phone: 702/882-4187 

AMATEUR: W6OUF Join Net? No 

La Neil has two calls: WA7LUN & WB6MRW 
QSP: John Elwood & E. Cady 


1978 


‘THE WIPSLEM Moser 


NEW MEMBER CORHECTION 


2805-¥ 
BRADFORD, ARTHUR D. March 3, 1978 


214 Chestnut St. 
Duxbury, MA 02332 
Faewe1 617/934-2756 
43 -—- SS Covalt/KJGT 
AMATEUR: W1EQK Join Net? Yes 


QsP: QsT 

2 -P (CORRECTION TO 78/5P1) 
HILL, JESS 0. (*/Emea) 

HILL, JESS 


JBN Enos Ave., 
Oakland, CA 94619 
Phone: 415/531-4886 


ES: 1932 ss Sn 
AMATEUR: WOBFU - 1928. Join net 7? Yes 


QsP: John Elwood. 


Mar. 3 1978 


PURPOSE OF SOWP DIRECTORIES, AL 
BOOKS AND ROSTERS - 


The following is quoted from Page 1 of 
the 1976 DIRECTORY: 


"THIS DIRECTORY IS PUBLISHED FOR THE 
SOLE USE OF SOCIETY MEMBERS. It Is 
NOT TO BE USED FOR SOLICITATION/S OF 
ANY KIND OR LOANED TO ANYONE FOR ULTER 
1OR PURPOSES OR COMMERCIALIZING. IT 
IS INTENDED TO PROVIDE MEMBERS THE 
ADDRESSES OF FORMER SHIPMATES AND 
FRIENDS AND FOR SOCIAL PURPOSES ONLY." 


IT MIGHT BE ADDED, THE SAME IS INTEND- 
ED FOR BLANK CORRESPONDENCE FORMS SUC} 
AS LETTER HEADS, ENVELOPES, ETC. 


ONE OF OUR MEMBERS’ RECENTLY RECEIVED 
A "CHAIN LETTER" TYPE PIECE OF CORRES- 
PONDENCE THROUGH THE MAIL AND OBJECTED 
TO USE ABOUT THE USE OF OUR LISTS, WE 
HAVE FOUND OUT THE INDIVIDUAL WHO SENT 
THE LETTERS DID NOT USE OUR DIRECTORY 
FOR THE PURPOSE. — WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO 
POLICE OR INTERFERE WITH ANY INDIVID- 
UAL, MEMBER OR OTHERWISE, WE DO NOT 
APPROVE OF OUR LISTS BE USED FOR SUCH 
PURPOSE AND THIS STATEMENT OF FACT IS 
ABOUT ALL WE CAN FURNISH, OUR LISTS 
HAVE NEVER BE SOLD OR GIYEN OUT TO 
ANYONE EXCEPT OUR MEMBERS. HENCE OUR 
OWN MEMBERS WILL HAVE TO HELP KEEP THE 
MAILING OF SUCH MATERIAL TO A MINIMUM. 
HELP IS ALWAYS SOLICITED IN TRYING TO 
KEEP THE USE OF LISTS AS CLEAN AS POS- 
SIBLE AND WE DEPLORE ANY ACTION THAT 
DOES NOT CONFORM. 


NOsT\Os "8 WO LVABsen@sr Ory 
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MAYNE, TH ( 2239-V 
Nov. 22/77 KOKWM 
KOHL, WILLIAM C. 2456-SGP 
Fall 1977 K4EN & W1A0 
TITUS, GORDON 1611-SGP 
Fall 1977 VE3GL 


EAGLES, EUGENE E,(87) 178-S-SGP 


Jan. 8 1978 Expired 
J 1T) GEORGE 55-SGP 
Jan. & 1978 W6wDU 
MERRITT. LAWRENCE G. 614-SGP 
POD returned marked "Deceased" 
HITCHCOCK, RAY W. (73) 652-SGP 
Jane & 1978 W6RM 
AGE) EMORY C, 2°02-SGP 
Sept. 22 1977 K3PT 
BOOKOUT, PREDDIE G. 1939-P 
June 6 1977 W4ECD * 
HENRY, CHARLBS C. 348-SGP 
POD Return - marked "Deceased" 
WRENCE W 2384-P 
Auge 17 1977 K7DM 
W N 2670-P 
Jan. 31 1978 WSPGV 
THROOP, FRED IRVEN (81)1195-SGP 
Feb. 3 1978 None 
ROST, EDWIN J. 2150-SGP 
Jan. 28 197 W7GNT 
RANDALL. MERRILL D. (70) 1325-P 
Feb. 10 1978 W1JBB 
FENTON NLEY W 314-SGP 
June 27 1977 None 
ROBSON, ARTHUR Hi, 545-S-SGP 
Jan. 1978 None 
ROEBUCK, FRED G, 176-SGP 
Mar 15 1978 Early 6FD 
1110-SGP 
Mar. 21 1978 (83) KH6EWG 
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PIONEERING THE “CHINA-CLIPPER” ROUTE ACROSS THE PACIFIC 


Temporary radio shack destined for Wake Island 
stowed aboard the SS North Haven (KUDZ) in 
April 1935 en route with material and equipment 
with personnel to establish and man the PAA 
bases at Midway, Wake, Guam and Manila. Pix 
taken by Capt. AlmonA. "Al" Gray 810-P 


The FIRST radio station on Wake Island. It was 
commissioned May 12 1935 with call "KNBI", 

If you observe closely, you might note the call 
letters above the one and only door of this 
structure. "AI" Gray who took the picture de- 
nies that the plans and specifications were 
borrowed from those of the Governments glorified 
"Chick Sale' ! 


ee ee 


THE FIRST RADIO GANG AT WAKE ISLAND PAA STATION ( KNBI ) 


(L/R) ALMON A GRAY (AG) Operator in Charge. ( Note spiked sun helmet which 
until the Japanese came, was the "Symbol of Office"). WILLIAM BREUER (BB) 
Assistant Operator. EVERARD STUHRMAN, Electronic Engineer and Specialist 
on the Adcock Long-range Direction Finder). The O.F. was calibrated about July 
1935. 


—s 


A new era in the history of the Pacific, and the world started the first flight tests and then the delivery flight via Miami 


on Nov. 22nd 1935 when the "CHINA CLIPPER" left the to San Francisco. It was of course quite a dissapointment 
waters of San Francisco Bay on its way to fame. Aboard the not to participate in this historical event, but such are the 
Clipper as Radio Operator was Wilson T. Jarboe (SOWP 678F vagaries of life. 

the lone operator to make first round trip flight. Two opera- According to Mr. Runnels, the equipment first installed on 
tors had been scheduled to make the flight, due to the amount the China Clipper were duplicate sets... 50 watt transmitters 
of news coverage expected but it was found on departure that MOPA Circuit and a TRF receiver with 2 stages of audio. The 
due to the unexpected heavy mail to be flown, the Clipper antenna used was a trailing wire for long distance work and 
would have to be lightened, hence Thomas R. "Ray" Runnels for marine frequencies. Ray recalls working "NHC" in 
(SOWP-909-P) was 'bumped' because he weighted 30 pound Colon on 8 Mcs when departing Guam. 

more than Jarboe ! Quite a disappointment to Runnels, but Extensive planning and preparatory work had gone inta the 
he took out the second flight and along with Jarboe, Arthur project and Society Member, Capt. Alman A. (Al) Gray 
Nolan (373-P) and J.D. Poindexter (now deceased) made 810-P was one of those chosen to install and operate one of 
many survey flights to the South Pacific. "Ray" Runnels the key 'en route' facilities. In later years Member Gray 
was assigned the China Clipper when she was being built held many top positions in Government and Industry, includ- 


by the Martin Company in Baltimore as R/O. He made all ing assignment to the Executive Office of the President. 
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I ( WALL CERTIFICATES, 
STRICTIY 


Order has gone to our printer for the imprinting of WALL CERTIFI- 
CATES for all members who serials are later than #2647. Due to 


Bill Breniman cost of imprinting smal! orders, we take care of imprinting twice 
yearly. Certificates will probably be mailed in early May. 
P@RSONAI Founder SPARKS-JOURNAL- QUARTERLY 
We have had quite a few requests and orders for the Journal and of 


course inquiry about price. The 'out-of-pocket' cost of printing, 
and mailing is approximately $1.67 per copy. We will make it 


| would be only too happy, God willing, to assist in future pub- $1.75. Orders are not acceptable from private individuals or non- 

lications as long as health and conditions permit. | feel that members. Arrangements will be made with organizations inter- 

the great work-!oad we are working under is not conducive to the ested in the early history of wireless and electronics, to furnish 

exacting standards | would like to see maintained in the Journal } copies on a complimentary basis. Members who have had a fea- 

and other editions now in process. The compromise for expediency ture article published in the Journal and wish a number of copies 

in handling demands of the day becomes somewhat distressing. will be supplied (in one shipment) @ $1.00 each to a maximum of 
+ 6 copies. 

| am at oresent awash in a great sea of paper which | try to keep { ? 

under control. | have some very wonderful men who are tryingto / s_a.s.—E. ENVELOPES 

help me to the extent of their (and my) ability. Namely, Eb Cady) to 

- past President, Herb Scott, Secretary, John Elwood - Mem- With exception of requests (on file) for early publications and for 


bership, and Lorin De Merritt on finance, banking and the demand / immediate answers to questions, etc. it is requested that Stamp- 
of IRS, State of California, etc. ( You sometimes think you are ed, return addressed envelopes not be furnished the Society as we 


working for the IRS or State from required forms we have to fur- do not have suitable files for their storage and lateruse. IT IS 
nish these agencies). Anyway, every effort is being made to REQUESTED THAT SASE be used on INREQS about dues or any 
keep on top -- "first things first". subject on which an early answer is requested. This cuts our work 
at HQ. more than you would imagine and will expedite replies. 


DIRECTORY LISTINGS 


This is a reminder to update your listing in the coming Directory 
and Amateur Cal! Book which will be published later this vear. 


| feel that a pattern for our publications has been pretty well est- 
ablished, plus other functions of the Society. A new Director for 
the Society would inherit a very busy life but | think, a very re- 
warding one. |! think the Directors would be agreeable to a change; 
in the C&BL to allow such an officer to draw compensation for his 
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work to offset the expenses related to such activities. Not large, Do we have your latest AMATEUR CALL ?_ The name of your 
as the Society could not afford, but enough to supplement a retire-} Spouse ? Your Telephone Number ? ( If you do not wish it listed 
ment annuity to make it worth while. we will obey your wishes). Of course your address and especially 


your ZIP or POSTAL CODE ? We would like your home address 
in addition to P.O. Box for address in our Geographical "En Route 
listing. Here again, if there is any objection, we will not list if 
you do not wish. Another point we would like to emphasize is 
that our Directories are not to be used for any purpose other than 
social contact arnong Society members. We have never sold our 
address list to any organization for any purpose. This policy will 
continue in effect. If it ever appears our Directory is being used 
otherwise, please let us know, with details. 


NATIONAL CONVENTION ~- 1978 or 1979 ? 


| would like to take this opportunity of inviting Officers, Directors 
and members to furnish me the name or names of those they think 
would be a top candidate for such an office. Perchance, the 
individual himself might feel qualified. Many of our members 
have had great experience in this field. May we hear from you ? 
William A. Breniman - President 


Past Journals have featured 
themes of mostly nautical interest We have received quite a response from members relative the men- 
tion in our last Journal suggesting such a meeting. Places nam- 
ed include Washington DC., New York, Chicago, San Francisco, 
Reno, Nev., Oenver and a couple nave suggested an Ocean 
Cruise ship (trip) of a week to 10 days . Al! sounds quite inter- 


Operations, etc. etc. While still esting. If you have not 'chipped-in' your two-bits worth, now is 


of nautical flavor, we plan to bring an early feature ... Alaska for the time to do it. 
Salmon. We would like a response from members as to what they! BOOK 


We would like, in the future, to 
feature other phases of radio-tele- 
graphy. &xamplest -Signal Corps, 


i 
; 
v (ome | ) 
JOURNAL FEATURES | 
i 
| 
Airways and flying, High-Power 


would like to see featured in futures issues of the publication. of unusual reference interest was recently called to our 

attention by Secretary Scott. Title: Twenty Five Engineers & 

DUES: _Infrequently we receive an inquiry as to ..."WHAT ARE Inventors. The book was authored by Prof. Charles Susskind. 
the dues for 1978 ? The Answer is $7.50 for the calen- Those interested might write Mr. Terry Gabriel, Pres. San Fran- 


cisco Press. Inc. 547 Howard St., S. F. CA 94105. Discount 
of 33-1/3% will be extended SOWP members. Regretfully, we do 
not know price of the book. It does contain a wealth of biogra- 
phical information and history of early day inventors and engineers 
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dar year. Statements were mailed all members (who owed dues) 
in January of this year. Some may have gone astray of course. 
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Newsletters from the Society of Wireless Pioneers, founded 1968 
~ Dedicated to the History of Seagoing Wireless Operators ~ 


T . Special thanks to the following for these documents: 
0 . Key [SK = Silent Key, SGP = Spark Gap Pioneers, P = Pioneers, 
V = Veteran, M = Member, Sparks = Worked at Sea] 


(SK) Ed Raser, W2ZI, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SOWP #35-SGP 
(SK) Bill Gould, K2NP, Radio Pioneer, Sparks, SOWP #565-P 
(SK) Matty Camillo, W2WB, Sparks, SOWP #750-SGP 

(SK) Dare Robinson, WB2EVA, Sparks, SOWP #2284-SGP 
(SK) Ray Brooks, K2LTX, Sparks, SOWP #1387-P 

Olive Jesse Roeckner, VA6ERA, Sparks, SOWP #2891-V 
Spud Roscoe, VE1BC, Sparks, SOWP #2301-M 

David J. Ring, Jr., N1IEA, Sparks, SOWP #3709-M 

Steven Rosenfeld, Infoage Librarian, Tech at WOO 
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